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Abstract
Open pedagogy assignments benefit students in many ways and provide 

a means of expression for students that can be different from the mainstream. 
Open pedagogy assignments enhance transferable skills with digital tools 
for authoring and sharing content. Assignments in which students create 
presentational knowledge or knowledge checks involve active learning. They 
engage learners with course topics in a way that goes beyond listening to 
lectures, note-taking and traditional tests. Students explore their interests 
and synthesize new knowledge. By offering students choice and voice within 
a limited set of parameters, the instructor creates an environment conducive 
to constructionist learning.

In this article we demonstrate the use of digital authoring tools for 
open pedagogy assignments in the 100 and 200-level gateway courses 
Introduction to Theatre, Introduction to Geography, and Introduction 
to Historical Studies courses. These assignments include student creation 
of knowledge checks, interactive learning objects, in-depth explorations 
of geographic locations and their meanings, student narratives using 
historical images as primary sources, and press releases written on significant 
history publications. Digital authoring tools used by the students include 
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Pressbooks, H5P, Google Sites, Creative Commons images, and digital 
cameras to produce one’s own images and video.
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Background Information About the Institution 
and Courses

Cleveland State University (CSU), a public land-grant institution, 
is an urban campus in downtown Cleveland. The city has a poverty rate 
of 31.4%, which is 2.7 times the official national average (U.S. Census 
Bureau, 2021). We have a diverse student body. Approximately 25% are 
underrepresented minorities (CSU Institutional Research & Analysis 
Administrative Dashboard, 2022). 78% of full-time, degree-seeking 
undergraduate students were determined to have financial need in 2021 
(CSU Institutional Research & Analysis, CSU Common Data Sets, 2022). 
In 2014, library director Glenda Thornton started an affordable learning 
initiative by partnering with the provost and other offices to support 
the development and use of open educational resources. Professional 
development talks, a Textbook Affordability Grant, and technology were 
implemented to encourage participation. One of the technologies was the 
installation of Pressbooks for CSU. Pressbooks provided an avenue for not 
only faculty to author open educational resources (OER) but also students 
to publish their own works.

Faculty within the Department of Theatre and Dance and the 
Department of History assign open pedagogy projects for introductory 
and mid-level undergraduate courses with good engagement and academic 
results. Introduction to Theatre is a general education humanities course 
and a gateway course at the university, meaning that it is a 100-level course 

https://alg.manifoldapp.org/read/pedagogy-opened-v1-a2/
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that has more than 100 students enrolling over a calendar year. Its sections 
are almost always filled. It is an important course for Theatre majors because 
it contributes to the knowledge and skills necessary for further study in 
the department. It also draws diverse students from all over the university. 
Students in the course frequently did not buy the traditional publisher’s 
textbook because of cost or because it was not their major area of study. 
Some students would have to wait until their financial aid was secured 
before they could purchase the textbook. This meant that students began 
the course already at a disadvantage because they would not be prepared for 
classes or assessments. Frustrated students would drop the course or stop 
coming, consequently failing the course. For these reasons, the instructor 
switched to using the open textbook, Theatrical Worlds (https://open.umn.
edu/opentextbooks/textbooks/242) (Mitchell, 2014). The use of an open 
textbook improved student success rates and retention.

The Department of Theatre and Dance is housed at Playhouse Square, 
the country’s largest performing venue outside of the Lincoln Center. 
While CSU promotes a liberal arts education, students in the department 
also receive a practical education working with Equity actors and union 
stagehands and participating as production leaders in all areas of theatrical 
work. Students in this program go on to work professionally in Cleveland as 
well as around the country or go on to graduate school. While pursuing their 
degree, 86% of majors hold jobs. Approximately 70% of white students 
with Pell Grants graduate from the department while less than 60% of Black 
or African American students with Pell Grants graduate. This is to say that 
theatre students’ limited time and economic resources present challenges to 
creating a learning environment that is equitable and inclusive. In addition, 
theatre students’ goals, passions, and drive are fundamentally different from 
other disciplines in that they need to express themselves creatively, often at 
a high cost to their confidence. Our society and educational system present 
enormous challenges to emerging artists because the systems undervalue 
their talent and their contributions to the community. In the classroom, this 
influences them in several ways. Some are unable to purchase books, and lack 
of access to course materials and outside commitments affect performance 
on traditional assessments such as quizzes and tests. Many students lack 
enthusiasm for traditional academic exercises and modes of delivery. Yet, 

https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/textbooks/242
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theatre students must master an enormous amount of academic material 
in addition to their hands-on training. Theatre history, script analysis, and 
dramatic theory are all intense areas of study. The goals of this curriculum 
are to foster the development of intellectually engaged artists and citizens, 
competent critical thinkers, students with the “soft skill” set necessary in 
theatre and other professions and the ability to communicate clearly.

Introduction to Geography is a 200-level course for history and social 
studies education students. It is a comprehensive survey of the field of 
geography as it relates to the study and teaching of social studies and history 
and is required for all Early Education and Social Studies majors. The 
course investigates the core concepts of space, place, and environment and 
everyday uses of geographical knowledge and skills. Students practice using 
web-based GIS tools such as Google Maps, StoryMaps, and Google Earth. 
Introduction to Historical Studies is a gateway 200-level course tailored to 
history and social studies students. Considered the beginning bookend of 
the history and social studies majors, Introduction to Historical Studies 
prepares students with a foundation in historical thinking and research 
that is a prerequisite for the capstone research seminar. Students develop an 
understanding of the history discipline and how the transferable skills they 
will learn as history and social majors will apply to a variety of careers. It is 
particularly relevant for social studies students to master skills in the digital 
humanities because they will be teaching them to our youth. Assignments 
apply skills in communication, application of technologies, critical analysis 
of information, archival research, and historical thinking.

The Learning Theory behind Open Pedagogy 
Assignments

Seymour Papert was a mathematician, computer scientist and educator 
who developed constructionist learning theory in the late 1970s and early 
1980s. Two tenets of constructionist learning theory are that we learn best 
when we are “actively engaged in constructing something that has personal 
meaning to [us] – be it a poem, a robot, a sandcastle, or a computer program,” 
and learning “happens especially felicitously in a context where the learner 
is consciously engaged in constructing a public entity (Harel and Papert, 
1991).” Theatre students were given a choice of what course topic interested 
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them the most and could use any presented in class to create their interactive 
learning content with the H5P plugin in Pressbooks. History students, also, 
were given a choice of book/author, primary source image, and location they 
wished to create content for within the criteria of their assignments.

Open pedagogy assignments can build digital skills and require synthesis 
of knowledge about an academic topic. Moreover, they can be an outlet for 
a student’s voice, expressing interests and concerns on topics not condoned 
by law makers in charge of higher education. I believe this could be one 
interpretation of what Harel and Papert were talking about. In Situating 
Constructionism (Harel and Papert, 1991), Idit Harel and Seymour Papert 
said, “The presence of computers begins to go beyond first impact when it 
alters the nature of the learning process; for example, if it shifts the balance 
between transfer of knowledge to students (whether via book, teacher, or 
tutorial program is essentially irrelevant) and the production of knowledge 
by students. It will have really gone beyond it if computers play a part in 
mediating change in the criteria that govern what kinds of knowledge are valued 
in education.” Publication of our students’ voices supersedes restrictions on 
expressing and sharing valuable information about our nation’s history. It 
also provides a means of representation through participation for minority 
groups, including LGBTQ+ students.

Support and Technology Used for Student 
Authoring

The digital authoring tools used for the open pedagogy assignments 
provide a public outlet for the students’ values, ideas, and creativity. It is a 
path to sharing knowledge that is free of the traditional barriers to access. 
The increasing threat of discriminatory and inequitable laws and educational 
policies, such as Florida’s recent ban on The 1619 Project in K-20 education 
(C.A. Bridges, 2023), along with anti-LGBTQ curriculum laws, means that 
instructors are looking for methodologies that do not rely on state-approved 
primary sources while creating a student-centered pedagogy. Developing 
outlets where students can create their own content to share with the class or 
publicly express opinions can serve as an alternative to repressive pedagogies. 
Moreover, the ambiguity of some anti-critical race theory laws leaves room 
for students to express their opinions about content related to course topics 
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that do not include state government approved primary sources (Russel-
Brown, 2022, p. 24). Pressbooks provides opportunities to accommodate 
students’ comfort levels in sharing content and opinions. Students have 
the option of completing an assignment but excluding it from the public 
facing view of the book. In this way, students can participate without fear 
of retribution. In addition to this option, students can use pseudonyms in 
place of their legal name, if the student desires. Prior arrangements with the 
instructor will facilitate grading. In this way, a student can share and publish 
their ideas through an open pedagogy assignment with anonymity to the 
public. “Anti-woke” laws discourage the literacy and educational autonomy 
that the options available in Pressbooks may help preserve.

Pressbooks (https://github.com/pressbooks) is a free, open-source 
authoring platform that can be downloaded from GitHub and installed on 
an institution’s server. It creates multiple sites on the server that are individual 
books. See the Pressbooks User Guide (https://guide.pressbooks.com/). It is 
used by many institutions for publishing open educational resources and 
specifically open textbooks. It allows for different user roles with varying 
privileges within a Pressbook. In our open pedagogy assignments, students 
are given the author role. This allows them to create a chapter (page) within 
the Pressbook for their assignment submission. A Pressbooks author can 
access and edit chapter pages of their own creation, but they cannot do so 
with other people’s chapter pages. With group projects, one member can 
be designated to enter the combined assignment work into the Pressbook. 
The author role also allows them to create H5P content and upload images 
to the media library of the book. The H5P interactive learning objects and 
media can then be inserted into the chapter pages they create within the 
book. An editor role would allow editing of any chapter of the Pressbook. 
It was not assigned to students because of the risk of accidental deletion of 
other students’ assignment content. 

Within each Pressbook is the option to activate and use the H5P 
plugin. Once activated, an H5P content area is created on the main menu 
for interfacing with the book. H5P technology allows students to produce 
knowledge checks and interactive learning content for publication. In 2017, 
when we started using H5P, there were 43 content types. The developers 
have since added more and there are now 53. Examples include creation 

https://github.com/pressbooks
https://github.com/pressbooks
https://guide.pressbooks.com/
https://guide.pressbooks.com/
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of quizzes and questions over course topics, interactive video with links 
to more information and questions interspersed on the timeline, course 
presentations that incorporate many of the other content types, branching 
scenarios, virtual tours with 360-degree photos, timelines, images with 
hotspots, juxtaposition of before and after imagery, and Agamotto sequences 
of images that change over time. For more information visit H5P Content 
Types (https://h5p.org/content-types-and-applications).

Though instructors often turn to Pressbooks as a technology for 
student creation and publication, Google Sites is also a favorite tool for 
authoring. Google Sites can create a more aesthetically pleasing venue for 
the student content, given its ability to easily use images for backgrounds 
within a web page. There can be more than one editor of a Google Site 
for group work. Separate sites for separate student projects eliminates the 
risk of accidental deletion with the editor role. On one occasion, a history 
student admitted that he found it easier to work with Google Sites than to 
interact with the H5P forms that create content, though H5P.org provides 
plenty of documentation, examples, and tutorials. For the Introduction to 
Theatre open pedagogy assignment, an instructional designer visited with 
the Theatre classes and demonstrated how to access the Pressbook and create 
H5P content within it. She demonstrated how to search for images in the 
Public Domain or with a Creative Commons license. For the history classes, 
she produced video tutorials demonstrating how to create various H5P 
content of interest. The instructional designer also made herself available to 
support students with questions by sharing her contact information and by 
being part of class Teams sites. She also provided administrative support in 
setting up the Pressbooks and user accounts. Students were also required to 
generate an embeddable Google Map with their location biographies.

The library at the institution has a multimedia computer lab which 
students use to borrow digital cameras and utilize Adobe Creative Cloud 
applications. History students in geography utilized the multimedia lab 
to photograph their artifacts for their “Concentrates of Place” assignment. 
Some student film and media majors also have access to digital video cameras 
through their department. Students with cell phones were encouraged 
to use them for image and video creation for the assignments. Students 
could also use screen capture applications to produce location biographies 

https://h5p.org/content-types-and-applications
https://h5p.org/content-types-and-applications
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as video presentations. The institution has Panopto Video integrated with 
Blackboard Learn for this purpose. Panopto allows a student to control 
the sharing permissions on a video. In this way, the student could make 
the video available for public viewing, if he or she wished. Some students 
used Screencastify to create video presentations. Students could also upload 
videos to YouTube for use in H5P or embedding in Pressbooks.

Overview of the Assignments
Note: For assignment instructions, please see Appendix B.

Theatre Student Development of Interactive Learning 
Content with H5P

Students were given a class Pressbook and asked to produce H5P 
knowledge checks and/or interactive learning objects over topics and 
content in the course. They could utilize their open-source textbook, 
Theatrical Worlds, information about Playhouse Square, presentations, 
articles, and plays assigned within the course. They were given a link to 
Playhouse Square’s Digital Press Kit as a source for shared images and media. 
Students could also pull in YouTube videos covering course related topics, 
such as costume design. They were shown how to locate and use images with 
Creative Commons and Public Domain licensing. 

The instructor facilitated engagement with the open resources. Students 
were encouraged to collaborate on larger endeavors, such as the creation of 
interactive video. If students chose simpler forms of H5P, such as multiple-
choice questions, they were asked to do three. Students who struggled with 
Pressbooks were also given the opportunity to submit their assignment to 
Blackboard Learn. Students were told their assignments would live publicly 
in a Pressbook and were given the option to opt out of this.

The following learning objectives were supported by the assignment:
1.	 Explain and represent significant periods in theatre history.
2.	 Explain elements of theatre production and terminology, such as 

those found in costume design, lighting design, set design, theatre 
design, acting theory, and roles in theatre production.

3.	 Explain and create artifacts about theatre genres.
4.	 Explain the elements of a play.
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Students were graded on both their engagement with the assignment 
and the appropriateness of the work to the course.

Use of H5P in Gateway Courses for History & Social 
Studies Majors

Both Introduction to Geography and Introduction to Historical 
Studies were designed with Robin DeRosa and Rajiv Jhangiani’s frames of 
Open Pedagogy in mind. Conceptualizing these courses and the student-
created OER models Open Pedagogy as a “site of praxis.” Most importantly 
for students in these two courses, the instructor draws on their framework 
of Open Pedagogy as “an access-oriented commitment to learner-driven 
education AND as a process of designing architectures and using tools for 
learning that enable students to shape the public knowledge commons of 
which they are a part” (DeRosa & Jhangiani, 2023). As noted above, this 
combination is critical to teaching historical thinking in the 21st century 
United States.

Geography Students’ Concentrates of Place Assignment 
The “Concentrates of Place” (https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/

csugelab/chapter/concentrates-of-place/) assignment was given as a precursor 
to a “Location Biography” project. The concept of “place” is one of the most 
challenging for students to work with in the “Location Biography” project as 
reflected in their work and student evaluations from previous semesters. The 
“Concentrates of Place” project enables students to start thinking critically 
about the geographical concepts of location, space, and place at the start of 
the semester. In this assignment, the students

1.	 were asked to watch a video presentation on the concepts of space 
and place produced by Heath Robinson, Ph.D. The “Location, 
Space, and Place” video (https://youtu.be/Kg5uznUMSA0) resides 
on YouTube; 

2.	 were given a Pressbook with the H5P plugin activated; 
3.	 watched video tutorials on how to use Pressbooks, H5P content 

creation, and using Photoshop to edit images for use in Pressbooks; 
4.	 received instruction from their instructor during face-to-face class 

lab time. 

https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/csugelab/chapter/concentrates-of-place/
https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/csugelab/chapter/concentrates-of-place/
https://youtu.be/Kg5uznUMSA0
https://youtu.be/Kg5uznUMSA0
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Students were asked to choose a location with meaning for them to 
illustrate place, lending to their ownership of the final product. The students 
also had a Microsoft Teams site to receive instructions and guidance and 
post their questions and creations to share with other students. Both the 
instructor and instructional designer created example assignments within 
the class Pressbook to show students what was expected. These and student 
submissions can be seen in “Concentrates of Place—2022” (https://
pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/geographyssed/part/place/)in the Pressbook 
titled Geography for Social Studies Educators: Learning Resources and 
Reflections—Fall 2022.

Geography Student Location Biography Project
For this assignment, students created websites that are biographies 

about an absolute location. Google Sites was recommended because most 
of the education majors in the class will encounter Google Classroom in 
their teaching careers, but other website content management systems were 
accepted. This project is given in place of a traditional midterm and final 
exams in the course, and components are due at various points throughout 
the semester. Each student must demonstrate mastery of the geographic 
concepts of place, space, and environment. This assignment has been part 
of the Introduction to Geography course in some form for 10 years. With 
the addition of the H5P component and the “Concentrates of Place” 
assignment, student success in this course increased to 94%. See Appendix 
A for links to examples of student submissions. 

H5P in the Archive: Historical Thinking and Primary 
Source Analysis

For this assignment, students were introduced to the special collections 
area at the institution’s library. In this class meeting, students were given a 
box from special collections. They were asked to select one item from the 
box and, working as a group, answered historical thinking questions about 
sourcing, contextualization, corroboration, and close reading about the 
primary source (Stanford History Education Group). Some of the images 
in the special collections area are digitized and students were welcome to 
choose one for their “H5P in the Archive” assignment. They were asked 

https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/geographyssed/part/place/
https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/geographyssed/part/place/
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image as a primary source and provide an analysis of it. This took the form of 
writing within a chapter page of their class Pressbook, and inserting an H5P 
content type of their creation that narrated the image. Student assignment 
submissions can be seen in “H5P in the Archive” (https://pressbooks.ulib.
csuohio.edu/historicalstudiesstudentresearch/part/h5p-in-the-archive/) in the 
Pressbook titled Intro to Historical Studies: Student Research and Resources—
Fall 2022.

Press Release: Historiography Edition
In the “Press Release” assignment, students created press releases 

for important contributions to the historical discipline within a class 
Pressbook. They utilized the Stanford History Education Group’s “Historical 
Thinking Chart” (https://sheg.stanford.edu/sites/default/files/download-pdf/
Historical%20Thinking%20Chart.pdf) as a guide to completing their 
assignment. Students selected a book/author to review from a spreadsheet of 
recommended books determined to be pioneering works of historical research 
by instructors in the CSU history department. As part of her open pedagogy 
method, the instructor completed the assignment herself as an example to 
demonstrate expectations and each step to the students. They also had a class 
Teams site for communicating questions about the assignment, receiving 
instruction, and sharing resources. Student assignment submissions can be 
seen in “Historiography Timeline” (https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/
historicalstudiesstudentresearch/front-matter/historiography-timeline/) 
in the Pressbook titled Intro to Historical Studies: Student Research and 
Resources—Fall 2022. A strength of these Pressbooks publications is that 
students and instructor alike now have shareable resources that demonstrate 
their historical thinking skills beyond the classroom. Students can also add 
links to these products in their resumes and teaching portfolios, increasing 
their engagement with the assignment, and helping them build a professional 
identity right from the start of their major.

Conclusion and Reflections on the Assignments
Before the open textbook and Pressbooks assignments, success rates 

(grade of C or above) in Introduction to Theatre topped out at 72% with 
10% failures and 17% withdrawals. After the adoption of an open textbook 

https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/historicalstudiesstudentresearch/part/h5p-in-the-archive/
https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/historicalstudiesstudentresearch/part/h5p-in-the-archive/
https://sheg.stanford.edu/sites/default/files/download-pdf/Historical%20Thinking%20Chart.pdf
https://sheg.stanford.edu/sites/default/files/download-pdf/Historical%20Thinking%20Chart.pdf
https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/historicalstudiesstudentresearch/front-matter/historiography-timeline/
https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/historicalstudiesstudentresearch/front-matter/historiography-timeline/
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and the Pressbooks assignments, success rates reached a high of 88% before 
the COVID-19 pandemic caused an institutional shutdown. As is evident 
from the results, students were interested in and enjoyed the Pressbooks 
assignments. Many students took the opportunity to work in teams to 
pursue projects that were more than the minimum assignment. Videos of 
department productions and enhanced videos with learning checks were 
popular choices by teams. Individual students pursued their interests 
by creating documents and learning checks in a variety of formats—
crossword puzzles, fill-in checks, graphic identifications. Students were also 
appreciative that the previously created assignments offered them a way 
to check their own knowledge as well as provide insight into what other 
students found interesting. 

The Introduction to Theatre “Interactive Learning Content Creation 
with H5P” assignment was first assigned in Fall 2017. With encouragement 
to record video with a cell phone for H5P content types, such as interactive 
videos, one student partnered with a master electrician to record and create 
a behind the scenes look at the student production of Steven Sondheim’s 
Company. The video was posted to YouTube and used for the creation of 
an interactive video (https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/theater/chapter/
chapter-1-2-interactive-learning-content-theatrical-roles/). Within the 
video, the student interviewed people in many distinct roles of the theatre 
production. He linked to the American Association of Community Theatre’s 
website (https://aact.org/other-key-positions) for further exploration of the 
roles he mentions along his timeline. He also shows the catwalks where 
the theatre lights are maintained. Other students utilized existing YouTube 
videos on costume design to create interactive videos on costume design for 
various productions (https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/theater/chapter/
chapter-1-3-interactive-learning-content-costume-design/). Because of 
the flexibility of the assignment, students with varying skill levels could 
complete a content type that worked for them. Some unique uses of content 
types were implemented, such as the use of H5P’s Timeline to illustrate 
the steps involved in the costume design process. Occasionally, there would 
be a problem with implementation. The setup of the Flash Cards content 
type is one. One student presented the acting term on the front of the card 
and required a short sentence answer, which was difficult for another to 

https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/theater/chapter/chapter-1-2-interactive-learning-content-theatrical-roles/
https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/theater/chapter/chapter-1-2-interactive-learning-content-theatrical-roles/
https://aact.org/other-key-positions
https://aact.org/other-key-positions
https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/theater/chapter/chapter-1-3-interactive-learning-content-costume-design/
https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/theater/chapter/chapter-1-3-interactive-learning-content-costume-design/
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complete. This problem was noted and mentioned to subsequent classes of 
students when they were introduced to the assignment. 

Another example from a pair of students who went above and beyond, 
was an H5P Course Presentation (https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/
theater-fall-2019/chapter/63/) which incorporated their video of the 
student production of Into the Woods. The viewer is asked to watch the video 
and then answer questions about it. This presentation interviews students in 
different acting roles, explains acting terminology, and shows a behind-the-
scenes look at rehearsals and preparation for the musical portion of the play. 
The Course Presentation content type was used for other topics, including 
“The History of Ancient Greek Theater” (https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.
edu/theater-fall-2019/chapter/chapter-1/) and “Tools of Lighting Design” 
(https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/theater-fall-2019/chapter/chapter-
1-6-interactive-learning-content-lighting-design/). As the development of 
H5P content types evolved, students in subsequent sections became more 
creative with the tools, including simple multiple choice question sets 
(https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/theater-fall-2019/chapter/chapter-
1-4-interactive-learning-content-costume-design/). Students started to 
embed YouTube videos on various theatre topics, such as costume design 
interspersed with their knowledge check questions. Find the Words content 
type was used for finding terms related to theatre production (https://
pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/theater-fall-2019/chapter/63/). 

The Introduction to Historical Studies “H5P in the Archive” and “Press 
Release” assignments were added in Fall 2022. In the Fall 2022 course, 
student success peaked at an 88% pass rate out of 25 students, increasing 
from 69% pass rate in Fall 2020, 78% in Spring 2021, and 72% pass rate 
in Fall 2021. The H5P assignment introduced students to the H5P plugin, 
and the Image Hotspots content type allowed for an historical analysis of 
the chosen image and its content. Hotspots allowed for more context to be 
given, along with other writing within a Pressbook page. The ability to add 
embeds of YouTube videos with the hotspots, created the opportunity for 
further exploration of a subject, such as the links to a biography about Martin 
Luther King, Jr. and Malcolm X seen in the historical analysis of Martin 
Luther King, Jr’s and Malcolm X’s Press Conference (https://pressbooks.
ulib.csuohio.edu/historicalstudiesstudentresearch/chapter/stadalskyh5p/). 

https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/theater-fall-2019/chapter/63/
https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/theater-fall-2019/chapter/63/
https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/theater-fall-2019/chapter/chapter-1/
https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/theater-fall-2019/chapter/chapter-1-6-interactive-learning-content-lighting-design/
https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/theater-fall-2019/chapter/chapter-1-6-interactive-learning-content-lighting-design/
https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/theater-fall-2019/chapter/chapter-1/
https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/theater-fall-2019/chapter/chapter-1-4-interactive-learning-content-costume-design/
https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/theater-fall-2019/chapter/chapter-1-4-interactive-learning-content-costume-design/
https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/theater-fall-2019/chapter/63/
https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/theater-fall-2019/chapter/63/
https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/historicalstudiesstudentresearch/chapter/stadalskyh5p/
https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/historicalstudiesstudentresearch/chapter/stadalskyh5p/
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The history student authors explained the historical context of the image, 
demonstrating how this analysis fits the steps of historical thinking. This 
introduction to using Pressbooks served as a foundation for the “Press 
Release” assignment where students turned their attention to secondary 
source analysis. They were able to write press releases for pioneering works 
of historical research such as Kathy Peiss’ Hope in a Jar, further reinforcing 
the digital publishing lessons learned in the H5P assignment. Students 
in this course noted the value of learning transferable skills through these 
assignments and that they could be applied to their own historical work as 
well as other disciplines.

The “Concentrates of Place” and “Location Biography” assignments 
gave students the opportunity to explore, research, and demonstrate their 
proficiency in geographic concepts using a specific geographic location. 
Students used the Image Hotspots H5P content type to explain objects they 
selected for their tin. Students explained the concepts of location, space, 
and place within a Pressbook page for assessment. Students learned how to 
create embeddable Google maps to illustrate their locations. The websites 
created for the “Location Biography” allowed students to research change 
over time in a specific location and explore place meaning. The impact of 
using open pedagogy and Pressbooks in Introduction to Geography is clear. 
Fall 2020 and Fall 2021 both had a pass rate of 78.8%. With the addition 
of the “Concentrates of Place” assignment and semester-long focus on open 
pedagogy student success in Fall 2022 increased to 94.3%. This result is 
promising for future cohorts in this required course for early education majors 
and social studies majors and reveals that the addition of the H5P assignment 
did the work of scaffolding the “Location Biography” project and providing 
all students with the skills and confidence to complete these digital projects.

The assignment designs facilitated active engagement with course 
content and collaboration with each other, especially with the creation 
of the videos on student productions. Completion and success with the 
assignments was high when they were engaged with projects that had 
personal meaning to them, demonstrating that voice and choice are critical 
components of open pedagogy design. Introduction to new technologies 
and media resources are built on digital skills, which are valued in many 
careers and by future employers.

https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/historicalstudiesstudentresearch/chapter/sharaba-peiss-hope-in-a-jar-the-making-of-americas-beauty-culture/
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Appendix A: Links to Examples of Student Work
Pressbooks with Student Content

1.	 Fall 17 – Introduction to Theatre – Learning Resources (https://
pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/theater/)

2.	 Spring 18 – Introduction to Theater – Learning Resources (https://
pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/theater-spring-2018/)

3. Fall 2019 – Introduction to Theater – Learning Resources (https://
pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/theater-fall-2019/)

4.	 Geography for Social Studies Educators: Learning Resources and 
Reflections – Fall 2022 (https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/
geographyssed/)

5.	 Intro to Historical Studies: Student Research and Resources – Fall 2022 
(https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/historicalstudiesstudentresearch/)

Location Biographies Created by Students
1.	 EngagedScholarship @ CSU (https://engagedscholarship.csuohio.

edu/locbio/)
2.	 Ken Kesey’s Farm (https://sites.google.com/view/keseyfarmspace/

home)
3.	 Saint Peter’s Basilica (https://sites.google.com/view/jester-saintpe 

tersbasilica/home?authuser=0)
4.	 Lakeview Estates (https://sites.google.com/view/tinker-phelps-lakeview-

terrace/home?authuser=0)
5.	 Phillips Fones Cliff, Richmond County VA and the Return to the 

River Program (https://sites.google.com/view/phillipsfonescliff/
timeline)

6.	 Pickett’s Charge, Gettysburg, PA, site of a key battle during th
American Civil War (https://sites.google.com/view/pickettscharg
biography)

e 
e 

7.	 The Marble Room, Cleveland, OH, a building with beautiful 
architecture (https://sites.google.com/view/francescaklein/place)

8.	 The New Orleans Superdome site (https://sites.google.com/view/
theneworleanssuperdome/home) & Video Presentation (https://
watch.screencastify.com/v/JkKF080xvatSTnLEeLdI)

https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/theater/
https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/theater/
https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/theater-spring-2018/
https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/theater-spring-2018/
https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/theater-fall-2019/
https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/theater-fall-2019/
https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/geographyssed/
https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/geographyssed/
https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/historicalstudiesstudentresearch/
https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/historicalstudiesstudentresearch/
https://engagedscholarship.csuohio.edu/locbio/
https://engagedscholarship.csuohio.edu/locbio/
https://sites.google.com/view/keseyfarmspace/home
https://sites.google.com/view/keseyfarmspace/home
https://sites.google.com/view/jester-saintpetersbasilica/home?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/view/jester-saintpetersbasilica/home?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/view/tinker-phelps-lakeview-terrace/home?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/view/tinker-phelps-lakeview-terrace/home?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/view/phillipsfonescliff/timeline
https://sites.google.com/view/phillipsfonescliff/timeline
https://sites.google.com/view/pickettschargebiography
https://sites.google.com/view/pickettschargebiography
https://sites.google.com/view/francescaklein/place
https://sites.google.com/view/francescaklein/place
https://sites.google.com/view/theneworleanssuperdome/home
https://watch.screencastify.com/v/JkKF080xvatSTnLEeLdI
https://watch.screencastify.com/v/JkKF080xvatSTnLEeLdI
https://sites.google.com/view/theneworleanssuperdome/home
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Appendix B: Assignment Instructions
The Interactive Learning Content assignment instructions 
given to the Introduction to Theatre students are below:

Instructor: Lisa Bernd, Ph.D.

Interactive Learning Content Creation with H5P
In this assignment, you will design interactive learning content for 

your fellow students to study from. These knowledge checks will be built 
with the H5P tool and presentations will have a public life in a Pressbook 
called Introduction to Theater – Learning Resources. You have the opportunity 
to build upon the open resources for Theater and teach the world what you 
know! Remember that if you cannot build the content in the Pressbook 
for any reason, you can still submit to this Blackboard assignment area to 
receive credit.

You can pick your topic of choice, but please write knowledge checks 
and interactive learning content relating to knowledge you have gained 
from your textbook, Theatrical Worlds, and that is presented in class. You 
can use open resources that permit reuse, such as images and video found 
on Playhouse Square’s Digital Press Kit site, or theater images provided to 
you through a shared Google Drive folder established for this course. There 
are also images available through Wikimedia Commons (https://commons.
wikimedia.org/wiki/Main_Page). Other places and ways you can search 
for re-usable media are suggested on the Creative Commons Search page 
(https://search.creativecommons.org/). These sites include YouTube, Flickr, 
Pixabay, and Google Images. Google Image search (https://support.google.
com/websearch/answer/29508?hl=en) allows you to filter results by Usage 
Rights. To do this, run your search under Google Images (https://images.
google.com/), select the Tools button, and then click on Usage Rights to get 
a drop-down menu. Select Creative Commons licenses from the drop-down 
menu. See Figure 1.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
https://search.creativecommons.org/
https://search.creativecommons.org/
https://support.google.com/websearch/answer/29508?hl=en
https://support.google.com/websearch/answer/29508?hl=en
https://images.google.com/
https://images.google.com/
https://open.umn.edu/opentextbooks/textbooks/242
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Figure 1: Google Image search

You might also try the Getty Search Gateway (http://search.getty.edu 
/gateway/search?q=&cat=highlight&f=%22Open+Content+Images 
%22&rows=10&srt=a&dir=s&pg=1) for public domain photographs of 
theaters.

Be sure to check for actual usage rights when you locate media you want 
to use and cite your sources for the media and other content. Purdue Online 
Writing Lab has an MLA Formatting Style Guide  (https://owl.english.
purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/) that will demonstrate how to properly 
cite your sources. Also, please credit yourself as well as others when you 
create the interactive content.

Your interactive learning content can be any of the types found on 
the H5P website (https://h5p.org/). Examples of content types you might 
create are:

1.	 Interactive Video with Questions to test viewers’ attention with em-
bedded links to other sites with further information (note: you can 
use YouTube and Vimeo URLs or import your own .mp4 video file)

2.	 Multiple Choice Questions
3.	 Fill in the Blank Questions
4.	 Drag and Drop Exercises that may test knowledge of Theater 

terminology associated with images that are open source and 
labeled for reuse

https://h5p.org/
https://h5p.org/
http://search.getty.edu/gateway/search?q=&cat=highlight&f=%22Open+Content+Images%22&rows=10&srt=a&dir=s&pg=1
http://search.getty.edu/gateway/search?q=&cat=highlight&f=%22Open+Content+Images%22&rows=10&srt=a&dir=s&pg=1
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/
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5.	 Timelines
6.	 Presentations of a topic
You will build these in a Pressbook called  Introduction to Theater—

Learning Resources, hosted by Michael Schwartz Library and then make a 
submission within your Blackboard course.

You will be sent soon (instructor will announce) an email with an 
invitation to join “Name of Pressbook.” The email will contain a link to 
activate your user account. Please click the link to activate your account 
as soon as possible, because the invitation expires within three days. You 
should get an email with your username and password to login. If you do 
not get this and have trouble logging in, please contact [insert information 
for your Pressbooks administrator].

Once you are in the Introduction to Theater – Learning Resources book, 
look for H5P Content at the bottom of the left navigation column. Click 
on H5P Content, then click Add new at the top of the screen. In the first 
text entry box, give your content a descriptive title and pick the type of 
content you would like to create. Once you select a content type, you will 
have links to a tutorial on how to create it and examples on the H5P website 
(https://h5p.org/).

Figure 2: Screen for adding new H5P content

https://h5p.org/
https://h5p.org/
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Follow the instructions on the H5P website (https://h5p.org/) for your 
content type. When you are done, note the ID given to your H5P content. 
The ID number will show in the ID column under the page for All H5P 
Content. See the examples below.

Figure 3: Screen showing all H5P content created within a Pressbook, 

with unique ID numbers

Next, to receive credit for the assignment and notify your instructor 
that you have completed it, log into your Blackboard Learn course and 
submit the assignment there also. Within the Blackboard Assignment, give 
the H5P Content Title, Type, Date Created, and ID for each interactive 
learning content you created in the Pressbook  Introduction to Theater – 
Learning Resources. An example of this type of description you will submit 
to Blackboard, is:

Ancient Greek Theater, Interactive Video, 2017/07/17, ID=6.

https://h5p.org/
https://h5p.org/


70  |  Pedagogy Opened: Innovative Theor y and Practice

If you have any questions or issues, please let your instructor know. You 
can also contact [insert your instructional designer contact information]. 
If you are unable to build the H5P content in the class’s Pressbooks site, 
please let your instructor know and submit your ideas via the Blackboard 
Assignment. So, if you plan to build a multiple-choice question, write the 
question with its possible answers and note the correct answer.

If you planned to build an interactive video, write the URL of the 
online video, tell me when you planned on stopping the video and what 
question (with correct answer) you planned on asking, and include any links 
to outside resources that lead to more information about something that 
was talked about in the video. Describe your idea thoroughly for full credit!

Remember to pick content you enjoyed learning and have fun creating!

See an example of the Word document you submit to the learning 
management system (https://docs.google.com/document/d/14WfB2722 
Dczw7vIOP2_V7pTmkJ6Tjt9rHZ2HIKDG_i4/edit?usp=sharing).

The “Concentrates of Place” assignment instructions 
given to Introduction to Geography students are below:

Instructor: Shelley Rose, Ph.D.

This “Concentrates of Place” assignment is adapted from Marianne 
Braca’s 2021 essay “How My Geography Class Used Tins to Tell the Story 
of Place” (https://blog.education.nationalgeographic.org/2021/11/17/
how-my-geography-class-used-tins-to-tell-the-story-of-place/). Braca (a 
National Geographic Certified Educator) was inspired by artist Tanya 
Shadrick’s project “Concentrates of Place” (https://tanyashadrick.com/
concentrates-of-place/). In her creations, Shadrick curates “place” in small 
tins as a representation of the places she has visited. In her words, they are 
“memories made tangible.” In geography, a space is an absolute location, 
such as GPS coordinates. Place is more ephemeral and different for each 
individual experiencing the space. Place is the character of a space, the 
feelings it inspires, the memories the space invokes.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/14WfB2722Dczw7vIOP2_V7pTmkJ6Tjt9rHZ2HIKDG_i4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14WfB2722Dczw7vIOP2_V7pTmkJ6Tjt9rHZ2HIKDG_i4/edit?usp=sharing
https://blog.education.nationalgeographic.org/2021/11/17/how-my-geography-class-used-tins-to-tell-the-story-of-place/
https://blog.education.nationalgeographic.org/2021/11/17/how-my-geography-class-used-tins-to-tell-the-story-of-place/
https://tanyashadrick.com/concentrates-of-place/
https://tanyashadrick.com/concentrates-of-place/
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This assignment is an excellent start on your journey of thinking critically 
about location, space, and place for the  “Location Biography Project” 
(https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/csugelab/part/location-biography/).

Learning Outcomes
•	 Students will understand and apply the geographic concept of 

“place”
•	 Students will practice digital publishing techniques, including H5P
•	 Students will write for a general audience

First, we need an overview of the concepts of space and place. For a 
detailed overview, watch this 12-minute video. “Location, Space, and Place” 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kg5uznUMSA0) by Heath Robinson, 
Ph.D.

Figure 4: “Curating a Place,” Shelley E. Rose, 2022

https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/csugelab/part/location-biography/
https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/csugelab/part/location-biography/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kg5uznUMSA0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kg5uznUMSA0
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What Goes in Your Tin? Project Guidelines
Follow these steps to complete your “Concentrates of Place” Assignment:
1.	 Pick up a tin from your instructor in class or during student hours.
2.	 Choose a location with meaning for you and curate objects into the 

tin. NOTE: if you place perishable or natural objects, have a plan 
for their sustainability or removal from the tin.

3.	 Take a photo of the tin and contents (visit the  Digital Design 
Studio or contact your instructor for assistance if needed).

4.	 Go to the GSSE Learning Resources and Reflections eBook and log 
in.

5.	 Create a page for your “Concentrates of Place” reflection following 
this tutorial (How to Create a Chapter Page within a Class Pressbook 
https://csuohio.hosted.panopto.com/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.
aspx?id=ed79f490-40cf-4ae0-a98d-af10013e2dcb). Include the 
following elements in your Reflection:

	○ What “place” did you curate?
	○ What is the absolute or relative location (Share absolute 

location only if you are comfortable. For example, do not 
list the coordinates of your home but give a relative location 
description of the place you curate)

	○ What did you include in your tin? (Use H5P to take us on a 
tour of your objects)

	○ How do these items represent the “place” meaning of the 
location or space?

	○ What does this place mean to you? What might it mean from 
someone else’s perspective? Be sure to cite sources if you draw 
on secondary sources outside of your own experience with the 
location.

Potential H5P Content Types
Visit the H5P website (https://h5p.org/) for general information about 

curating content using H5P.
•	 Use Image Hotspots  (https://h5p.org/image-hotspots) to post 

images of your tin and its items. You can use the hotspot for 
curating the sense of place

https://h5p.org/
https://h5p.org/
https://h5p.org/image-hotspots
https://h5p.org/image-hotspots
https://csuohio.hosted.panopto.com/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=ed79f490-40cf-4ae0-a98d-af10013e2dcb
https://csuohio.hosted.panopto.com/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=ed79f490-40cf-4ae0-a98d-af10013e2dcb
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•	 Use Agamotto (https://h5p.org/content-types/agamotto) to create 
layers or sequences as you analyze and curate place in your tin

•	 See Appendix 1 (https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/geographyssed/
back-matter/appendix/) in the  Geography for Social Studies 
Educators student research eBook for a full collection of H5P and 
Pressbooks tutorials by the instructional designer working with the 
class

Additional Resource for Teaching Place
•	 Vicky Ellaway- Barnard, “The Identity Game,”  Teaching 

Geography  43:1 (Spring 2018): 19-21.  https://www.jstor.org/
stable/26455212

The “Location Biography” assignment instructions given 
to Introduction to Geography students are below:

Instructor: Shelley Rose, Ph.D.

This project centers on three core concepts in geography: space (a 
location on the Earth’s surface), place (form of bounded space- gives space 
meaning), and environment (what is the context of the location? how have 
humans changed or adapted the physical space of the location?)

•	 Choose a location in consultation with the instructor.
•	 Evaluate the geography of that location over time based on the 

concepts of place and space—in effect creating a “biography” of 
that location.

•	 Consider the following: Does this space have specific place meaning? 
Is that meaning the same for all people who use or interact with the 
space? Has the space been repurposed? Is it structurally the same?

•	 Evaluate the relationship between humans and this location. In 
what ways has the space changed over your timeframe and why?

Expectations and Due Dates
You will choose a location and specific timespan to evaluate. Turn in a 

thesis statement, an outline of your project, and a Chicago Style bibliography 

https://h5p.org/content-types/agamotto
https://h5p.org/content-types/agamotto
https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/geographyssed/back-matter/appendix/
https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/geographyssed/back-matter/appendix/
https://www.jstor.org/stable/26455212
https://www.jstor.org/stable/26455212
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in class during Week 5. Between Week 5 and your assigned presentation 
date, you will determine the best digital format for your location; you 
may create a website for your location or consult the instructor about an 
alternative format. See the instructions for creating a “Location Biography” 
website (https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/csugelab/chapter/locbiosite/) 
in this chapter.

Presentation
Each student will present their work to the class in a 5-10 minute 

presentation that is a recorded tour of your website. You may use Panopto 
on Blackboard to submit your assignment. For non-CSU students, there are 
also free apps for recording such as Screencastify (https://www.screencastify.
com/) for Chrome Browsers, Open Broadcaster Software (https://obsproject.
com/), or for some Macs visit How to record your screen (https://support.
apple.com/en-us/HT208721). If you are unable to record audio, consider 
using a tool like Windows Steps Recorder (https://www.wikihow.com/Use-
the-Steps-Recorder-in-Windows) and adding text narration.

Research Tips
•	 View this video on Location, Space, and Place (https://www.

youtube.com/watch?v=Kg5uznUMSA0).
•	 Check the historical imagery on Google Earth.
•	 For Greater Cleveland locations check The Cleveland Memory Project 

(http://www.clevelandmemory.org/) and contact CSU’s Special 
Collections department (https://library.csuohio.edu/speccoll/).

•	 For global locations check Old Maps Online (https://www.
oldmapsonline.org/) or the Rumsey Historical Map Collection 
(https://www.davidrumsey.com/).

•	 Also check out the Cleveland Public Library Digital Collections 
(https://cdm16014.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/).

•	 Visit our CSU Research Guide (https://researchguides.csuohio.
edu/HIS299/primary) for information on primary, secondary, and 
tertiary sources.

•	 See this list of digital GIS projects (http://anterotesis.com/wordpress 
/mapping-resources/dh-gis-projects/) for potential sources.

https://cdm16014.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/
https://cdm16014.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/
https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/csugelab/chapter/locbiosite/
https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/csugelab/chapter/locbiosite/
https://www.screencastify.com/
https://obsproject.com/
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT208721
https://support.apple.com/en-us/HT208721
https://obsproject.com/
https://www.screencastify.com/
https://www.wikihow.com/Use-the-Steps-Recorder-in-Windows
https://www.wikihow.com/Use-the-Steps-Recorder-in-Windows
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kg5uznUMSA0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kg5uznUMSA0
https://www.oldmapsonline.org/
https://www.davidrumsey.com/
https://www.davidrumsey.com/
https://www.oldmapsonline.org/
https://researchguides.csuohio.edu/HIS299/primary
https://researchguides.csuohio.edu/HIS299/primary
http://anterotesis.com/wordpress/mapping-resources/dh-gis-projects/
http://anterotesis.com/wordpress/mapping-resources/dh-gis-projects/
https://library.csuohio.edu/speccoll/
http://www.clevelandmemory.org/
http://www.clevelandmemory.org/
https://library.csuohio.edu/speccoll/
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Grading
Projects will be graded on your ability to follow the directions above 

as well as formatting, organization, creativity, and understanding of the 
geographic concepts of place, space, and location.

The “H5P in the Archive” assignment instructions given 
to Historical Studies students are below:

Instructor: Shelley Rose, Ph.D.

In this historical thinking project, we will use H5P to explore a historical 
image as a primary source. In short, you will create a visual narrative of 
people, places, and things in the image and contextualize its journey in 
world history. This narrative method is characteristic of historian Timothy 
Brook’s analysis in his 2008 book  Vermeer’s Hat (https://www.google.
com/books/edition/Vermeer_s_Hat/2avtJqYc1eMC?hl=en&gbpv=0). See 
An Interview with Timothy Brook (http://www.essentialvermeer.com/
interviews_newsletter/brook_interview.html).

This activity is an exercise in historical thinking about a specific material 
primary source.

Intro to Archives and Archival Sources
Archival Research Guiding Questions
1.	 What do you expect to find in the archive? (pre-primary source session)
2.	 What did you find? (post-primary source session) Students 

complete historical thinking worksheet (https://docs.google.com/
forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScFXahKrDWeb7_kzFpgOyWtjBptw3w_
wWUjj62xE5VGGuZoyA/viewform). (Or use the one provided in 
the library session)

3.	 How do you think historians can use this source for research? (pre-
secondary source session)

4.	 How have historians used sources like this in secondary research? 
(post-secondary source session)

5.	 What subdisciplines, or “houses,” of history are represented in the 
secondary sources you located? (post-secondary source session)

https://www.google.com/books/edition/Vermeer_s_Hat/2avtJqYc1eMC?hl=en&gbpv=0
https://www.google.com/books/edition/Vermeer_s_Hat/2avtJqYc1eMC?hl=en&gbpv=0
http://www.essentialvermeer.com/interviews_newsletter/brook_interview.html
http://www.essentialvermeer.com/interviews_newsletter/brook_interview.html
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScFXahKrDWeb7_kzFpgOyWtjBptw3w_wWUjj62xE5VGGuZoyA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScFXahKrDWeb7_kzFpgOyWtjBptw3w_wWUjj62xE5VGGuZoyA/viewform
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Historical Thinking and Primary Source Analysis
Your primary source analysis will include two main components: 
1.	 A complete overview of your historical thinking as you analyze 

the primary source. This will include listing the steps of historical 
thinking (sourcing, contextualization, corroboration, and close 
reading) as part of your chapter, filling in your analysis as you go. 

2.	 You will use H5P to elaborate on the contextualization step and 
visually analyze your source. See an example of a completed 
assignment (https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/historicalstudies 
studentresearch/chapter/roseh5p/).

H5P Project Lab
You will use H5P content types and your own written analysis to 

demonstrate the steps of historical thinking with this primary source.

H5P Instructions:
1.	 Choose an image to serve as your “lens” or a “door.” See the Essential 

Vermeer  for examples of how this works using the “Officer and 
Laughing Girl”  (http://www.essentialvermeer.com/catalogue/
officer_and_laughing_girl.html) (1658). Be sure to scroll over the 
image of the painting to see the embedded narratives.

2.	 Go to your class Pressbook  (https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/
historicalstudiesstudentresearch/) and log in.

3.	 In the dashboard, create a “chapter” under the heading “H5P in the 
Archive.” Label it with the title of your historical thinking project 
and your last name. You can edit the URL to be just your last name 
and H5P after the forward slash.

4.	 Browse the H5P site. Decide on how you would like to format 
your image to show sourcing, contextualization, corroboration, and 
close reading.

5.	 Click on “H5P Content” in the left menu of the Pressbooks 
Dashboard.

6.	 Click on “Add New.”
7.	 Select your desired H5P Content Type from the menu and start 

filling in the fields.

https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/historicalstudiesstudentresearch/chapter/roseh5p/
https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/historicalstudiesstudentresearch/chapter/roseh5p/
http://www.essentialvermeer.com/catalogue/officer_and_laughing_girl.html
http://www.essentialvermeer.com/catalogue/officer_and_laughing_girl.html
https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/historicalstudiesstudentresearch/
https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/historicalstudiesstudentresearch/
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8.	 When you are finished, click “Create” in the upper right corner of 
the dashboard.

9.	 Return to your chapter page. Navigate to where you want to insert 
the H5P content and click “Add H5P.” Select your content from 
the list. Click “Insert.”

The “Press Release” assignment instructions given to 
Historical Studies students are below:

Instructor: Shelley Rose, Ph.D.

This “Press Release” assignment can be used alone or as a planning 
assignment (formative assessment) for the Historiography UnEssay. It is 
intended as a brief, intense writing exercise for a general audience to have 
students practice  career readiness  (https://www.clestatecareers.com/post/
are-you-career-ready) skills such as communication and application of 
information technology.

Instructions:
1.	 Choose a historian or historical publication/project that had a 

significant impact on the discipline of history. For example, Joan 
Wallach Scott’s pioneering 1986 article, “Gender as a Useful 
Category of Analysis” in the American Historical Review.

2.	 Write a press release of around 500-800 words (notes not included). 
You may use any formats supported by Pressbooks and H5P.

3.	 Include your analysis of why this historian and/or publication is 
important to the field of history & which subdiscipline(s) it belongs 
to. Pitch it to a general audience.

4.	 Be sure to include the elements in the blue box in your press release 
and remember the sourcing and historical thinking skills outlined 
by the Stanford History Education Group at SHEG Chart (https://
sheg.stanford.edu/sites/default/files/download-pdf/Historical%20
Thinking%20Chart.pdf ).

https://www.clestatecareers.com/post/are-you-career-ready
https://www.clestatecareers.com/post/are-you-career-ready
https://sheg.stanford.edu/sites/default/files/download-pdf/Historical%20Thinking%20Chart.pdf
https://sheg.stanford.edu/sites/default/files/download-pdf/Historical%20Thinking%20Chart.pdf
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Inspiration for this assignment came from concluding comments by 
historian David Perry in  Drafting the Past  Episode 10, “David M. Perry 
Writes Out Loud.” (https://draftingthepast.com/podcast-episodes/episode-
10-david-m-perry-writes-out-loud/)

Elements of a Press Release
Include the following sections in your press release:
•	 Historiography Connections
•	 Geographic Coverage
•	 Citation for First Edition/Printing (Chicago Style)
•	 Press Release (the analytical text of the press release, or the video 

and transcript, 500-800 words)

Sample formats for your press release:
•	 Written/Journalistic Style (https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/

historicalstudiesstudentresearch/chapter/rosepr/)
•	 Video Clip (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MQG6AR5diPw): 

See this clip with Kenn Michael on  Reading Rainbow  giving an 
overview of Jumanji for inspiration. 
Note: If you create a video you will need to be sure to have closed 
captioning and a transcript to post on your page with the video. 
Include any footnotes and a bibliography.

See examples of video tutorials created for students working on H5P 
and Pressbooks assignments (https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yP-qd
GvxdcwpCZhyD1WLjlQnG6fOljM9newm2p3e8wY/edit?usp=sharing) 
by the instructional designer.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MQG6AR5diPw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MQG6AR5diPw
https://draftingthepast.com/podcast-episodes/episode-10-david-m-perry-writes-out-loud/
https://draftingthepast.com/podcast-episodes/episode-10-david-m-perry-writes-out-loud/
https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/historicalstudiesstudentresearch/chapter/rosepr/
https://pressbooks.ulib.csuohio.edu/historicalstudiesstudentresearch/chapter/rosepr/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yP-qdGvxdcwpCZhyD1WLjlQnG6fOljM9newm2p3e8wY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1yP-qdGvxdcwpCZhyD1WLjlQnG6fOljM9newm2p3e8wY/edit?usp=sharing



