HIST 1122 Spring 2020		J.F. Williamson
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HIST 1122-N (CRN 645) TR 9:30-10:45 RU 110 (Sp 20)
*and*
HIST 1122-P (CRN 646) TR 11:00-12:15 RU 110 (Sp 20)
The History of Western Civilization from 1648
Gordon State College

I. Instructor: 	Dr. J. Franklin Williamson,
		Assistant Professor of History
			
		Contact Info:	Russell Hall 104-A
				678-359-5859
				fwilliamson@gordonstate.edu

		Office Hours:	MW 9:30am-11:30am,
				TR 1:30pm-3:30pm,
				And by appointment

II. Description: 
	In this course, we will explore the history of major events, people, ideas, concepts, beliefs and practices that have together defined the history of Western Civilization, from the Early Modern period to the present-day.  More precisely (and according to the Academic Catalog), we will examine the history of “Western civilization from 1648 to the present ”  Taking this course will provide you with a variety of benefits, the most immediate of which will be the satisfaction of three credit hours of your Area E requirements.  However, beyond checking boxes for graduation requirements, this course will also introduce you to some of the basic tools of the historical profession, as well as help you hone skills that will be essential in your professional careers after college, no matter what major field of study you pursue.   
	Everything has a history. Every aspect of American life in 2020 is somehow connected to the past, whether recent or more distant. Contemporary American political-, social-, and even cultural leaders commonly argue that one or another facet of our lives in 2020 are (or are not) in tune with the longer tradition of “Western Civilization.”  While it is easy to overstate similarities or differences between the present and the past, our job as historians is to identify these changes and continuities as precisely and objectively as possible.  To be sure, the tradition of “the West” can itself be a problematic standard against which to measure the world and the boundaries of the “the West” can be difficult to reduce to a few words.  However, we could think of the early history of “Western Civilization” as a story of people organizing their lives either according to reason, according to passion, or according to some mixture of the two.  As we move through the semester, we will try to find examples of each of these characterizations and figure out which set ideas or actions were most decisive in explaining this history, as well as what it means for us in the present day.
	Besides learning lots of “stuff” about history, this class will also help you to practice thinking historically.  Thinking historically means learning to approach a problem or event in the past (or the present day!) from a variety of perspectives, with attention to the “five C’s:” Change (or Continuity), Context, Causality, Contingency, and Complexity. We will pay attention to each of these factors when trying to understand how events unfolded and people made choices, and we will see that establishing what happened is usually much more straightforward than sorting out the why.  The bottom line is that thinking historically means looking for evidence and analyzing that evidence into an interpretation that explains the past events in question.
	Finally this class will help you improve your ability to read closely, think critically and write clearly and effectively.  You will have the opportunity to read, evaluate and then discuss a variety of primary sources from different historical eras.  Additionally you will hone your critical thinking skills through writing a major essay, in which you will practice identifying and interpreting historical evidence, eventually deploying that evidence to mount an argument in favor of your interpretation of a discrete historical question.  
	These separate dimensions of the course all reinforce each other and, by building up your skills in one area, you will be able to improve other areas more easily.  Ultimately, I hope that, by the end of the course, you will be able to say that you know some facts, that you understand those facts’ relationship to each other, and that you can think of a way to make an argument using these elements together.

III. Readings:
	All assigned readings for this course will be made available inside the course D2L web site, through a grant-funded project to develop OER course materials.  “OER” means “Open Educational Resource,” meaning readings and other resources that are free to use for students.  Therefore, there is no textbook to buy.
	You will be responsible for logging on to D2L regularly to access the readings as they are distributed there, and for reading them before the date assigned on the syllabus. There will be a combination of secondary source (i.e. textbook) information, primary sources, and/or videos and other materials to read and/or view.  
In all cases, I will expect you to read the assigned materials BEFORE class on the day for which they are assigned (either those days marked “Lecture” or “Discussion” in the schedule). In the case of class discussions of primary sources, you also need to BRING the readings WITH YOU TO CLASS on the day they are assigned.
	Although not assigned, I highly encourage you to also keep up with current events and national and international news.  While you may only have time to watch a few minutes of CNN or Fox News over your breakfast cereal, you should also try to expose yourself to more sophisticated, elite sources of information such as The New York Times, The Washington Post, The Wall Street Journal, Slate, Time, The New Yorker, The Atlantic, The National Review, The Economist, just to name a few.  Since you are on your way to becoming a member of the educated class of professionals and leaders, it is all the more important that you inform yourself about the complex issues affecting the world around you.  If you are stuck in traffic much of the day, try listening to NPR or BBC programming (over the airwaves or via podcast).  Again, current events knowledge is not a requirement to be successful in this course but it may help you make sense of the “big picture” and why our subject matter is important.
  
IV. Assignments:
Paper Project: You will write one (1) major paper, interpreting primary and secondary sources to support a thesis-driven essay, in response to an assigned prompt.  In short, you will choose three primary sources from our Sources of the Making of the West book (one from the period before 1815, one from the period 1815 to 1914, and one from the period 1914 to the present), and explain what these sources demonstrate about the history of Western Civilization.  To help you complete this task in the most satisfactory way possible, you will complete this one paper in three stages, with each stage being submitted separately for a grade.  Plagiarism will not be tolerated.  I will give you much more information about this assignment in the Paper Project Module on D2L but here is a quick overview:
Part 1: Topic, sources, proto-thesis (describing the sources’ contribution to the topic) 	6%
Part 2: Draft thesis, outline, preview of evidence, significance			    	12%
Part 3: Final Draft									18%
TOTAL									  	36%

Exams: You will complete three (3) exams, comprised of some combination of multiple-choice, fill-in-the-blank, ID, as well free-response questions, testing comprehension of the key terms but also larger topics presented in lectures and in the readings.  I will give you much more information about this assignment as we move ahead but here is a quick overview:
Exam 1 			15%
Exam 2				16%
Exam 3 (“Final Exam”)		17%
	TOTAL:			48%

	Reading Quizzes: I will give you five (5) outside-of-class quizzes over recent lecture content, as well as the assigned readings, due via D2L on the days indicated below.  Each quiz will count as 1% of your course grade but I will drop your single lowest grade at the end of the semester, meaning quizzes will count for a total of 4% of your course grade.  

	Syllabus Quiz: I will also give you a small take-home quiz near the beginning of the semester, administered via D2L, to assess your readiness and willingness to abide by the rules and expectations outlined here (in this syllabus).  This Syllabus Quiz will count as 1% of your course grade.

Historical Methods Quiz: I will also give you a small take-home quiz near the beginning of the semester also administered via D2L r to assess your understanding of how we read and use primary- and secondary sources, after you have had the chance to read a pair of short texts on this subject. This Historical Methods Quiz will count as 1% of your course grade.

	Class Attendance and Participation: You are expected to attend every class meeting.  However, I will not take attendance on every day.  If you think you need to miss a lecture for some reason, this is your decision to make.  Keep in mind, however, that I do not necessarily teach “from the book” for this class and, hence, there is no single source you can go to directly to find out exactly what I taught on any particular day.  So if you miss a lecture, you are on your own to try to fill in your notes as best you can using the OER textbook, the lecture outlines, and by asking your neighbors.  
	On those five days (designated in the schedule) when we meet for class discussion, your attendance is mandatory and I WILL take attendance on these days.  Besides attendance at class discussions, I will also evaluate your level of preparation for class (i.e. whether you have read the assigned material or completed the assigned work before class), as well as your level of active participation in that day’s lesson.  That is, just coming to class will not get you all the points you need.
	At the end of the semester, I will average your five Discussion grades together to count for your Attendance and Participation Grade (for a total of 10% of your overall course grade.)  
Since this element of your grade is so important (indeed, you cannot earn an “A” without it), I will also take into consideration whether you ask questions or otherwise demonstrate your engagement with my lessons on days when we are not holding a formal discussion.  So don’t be afraid to speak up and ask a question -- you will be rewarded for doing so! 

V. Key Dates:
Thursday, March 5, 2020 is the Midpoint, the last day you can drop this class without receiving an automatic WF. If you decide that you have missed too many classes and therefore too much material to make up, it is your responsibility to follow the College’s official drop policy.  
	Thursday, May 7, 2020 is the date of the Final Exam for HIST 1122-P (TR 11:00-12:15), which will take place from 10:15am until 12:15pm.
	Friday, May 8, 2020 is the date of the Final Exam for HIST 1122-N (TR 9:30-10:45), which will take place from 8:00am until 10:00am.

VI. E-mail Policy:
	E-mail is usually the best way to get in touch with me for any reason during the semester.  You are, of course, also welcome to call my office and but you may have to leave a message if I am not there and I will only be able to return your call the next time I am in my office (which could be several days, depending on when you call!).  Outside of office hours, I will not regularly be in my office and I will often grade assignments and answer e-mail from home or from other locations away from campus. Therefore, I am more likely to receive and answer your question more quickly via e-mail. 
 Although we are using D2L for this class, please do NOT use the “E-mail” feature embedded in D2L.  I will not respond to this e-mail address!  And I do not expect you to, either!  Instead, always use fwilliamson@gordonstate.edu to contact me, as I check it at least once every day.  Having said that, you should not expect an immediate answer to your question (but you might get lucky).  Please allow me approximately twenty-four hours to respond to you before sending me your question again (but be prepared to wait longer on weekends).  You are also expected to regularly check your @gordonstate.edu e-mail address, since this is the only way I have of sending you important information and announcements but I will not expect a response from you in less than approximately twenty-four hours.
When you have a question you want to ask via e-mail, always check the syllabus for the answer before you click “send.”  This is because most of the administrative or organizational questions students ask are already answered by the material in the syllabus.  In fact, I may respond to your question about when is the midterm by saying, “check the syllabus.”  
When you have a question that the syllabus does not answer, or a more specific, individual question, please take the time to observe the proper conventions of professional correspondence.  That is, address your subject (“Hello Dr. Williamson”), identify yourself and which class you are in (“this is Jane Doe from your TR 9:30 HIST 1122 class”), then proceed to ask your question (“I am having trouble with the paper. Could you explain X in more detail?”).  Finally, always end with a proper valediction and your name (“Thanks, Jane”).  This may sound silly but, I guarantee, when you are writing a memo or professional e-mail to your supervisor one day, you will appreciate knowing how to make it sound more sophisticated than a text message. (And your boss will appreciate it, too!)

VII. Grades policy:
I am happy to talk to you individually about your grades after I have returned assignments to you, and I encourage you to e-mail me to ask questions and learn how to improve your score on the next assignment.  However, after any graded work is returned to you, I ask that you wait 24 hours before contacting me with questions or concerns.  Furthermore, I also need you to understand that grading is a painstakingly careful and methodical process for me, one that takes time but also ensures all students’ work is evaluated fairly.  Therefore, I will not entertain requests to re-grade individual assignments – once I return them to you, grades are final.
In order to more discerningly and precisely evaluate students’ work, I rely on a “plus/minus” system of grading assignments submitted for this class.  You will see a breakdown of the numeric equivalents of each grade I use below.  Please note, however, that Gordon State College only recognizes whole letter grades (i.e. no plusses or minuses) as records of students’ final course grades.  For example, if one essay is graded as an 81 and another graded as an 84, these two essays would receive different letter grades in this class.  However, if one student’s final course grade is an 81 and another’s is an 84, both students would receive a grade of “B” for the class.
My in-class Grading Scale:	A 	≥ 93
					A- 	≥ 90
					B+	≥ 87
					B	≥ 83
					B-	≥ 80
					C+	≥ 77
					C	≥ 73
					C-	≥ 70
					D+	≥ 67
					D	≥ 60
					F	< 59
	Gordon State College’s Grading Scale (for final course grades):	
					A	≥90
					B	≥80
					C	≥70
					D	≥60
					F	≤59
				
VIII. Late Policy:
	The due dates indicated below are suggestive and I will accept work turned in late for credit. However, you should not read this as license to procrastinate on every assignment. As the end of the semester approaches, I will have correspondingly less and less time to devote to grading assignments turned in long after the suggested due date.  (At the same time, I will likely be grumpier and grouchier as such assignments pile up and the clock runs down.)  This means you should try your best to complete all quizzes, discussions, and paper assignments on time.  If you know you will be late, please send me a brief e-mail to let me know you intend to complete the assignment.  After you have done so, please send me another brief e-mail telling me, so that I can go in to D2L and grade your submission.  

IX. Academic Dishonesty Policy:
I expect all students to abide by the Gordon State College policy on Academic Dishonesty, found on pages 71-72 of the Academic Catalog.  The official definitions of academic dishonesty can be found on page 361-362 of the Academic Catalog but, in short, academic dishonesty means anything from cheating, to plagiarism, to completing an assignment for another person – basically any instance wherein you submit for a grade work that you did not complete yourself.  This means that all assignments completed and submitted by a student must consist solely of that individual student’s own, original work.  This means you are not permitted to plagiarize material in papers you write for this class, you are not permitted to assist others in answering questions on quizzes or exams administered in this class, and you are not permitted to use unauthorized or otherwise prohibited notes or aids when completing such quizzes or exams yourself. 
By taking this course, you agree that all required paper assignments may be subject to submission of textual similarity review to Turnitin.com. Here is a link to more information about Turnitin.
	As you can tell by now, I take academic honesty very seriously.  Yet I also want to help you develop your skills at analysis, critical thinking, and writing.  So when you are working on your papers, if you are not sure what constitutes plagiarism or academic dishonesty, here is an excellent tutorial from the UNC-Chapel Hill Writing Center, as well as another very helpful guide from the Perdue University Online Writing Lab.  Also please note that Gordon State College’s Writing Center also offers a variety of services in helping students develop their own work, so do take advantage of these resources, too.  Of course, if you encounter a problem or question while preparing your papers, you can also contact me and I will help you find an answer. 
	 By the way, any student found to have committed academic dishonesty will face one of the four possible sanctions outlined in the Academic Catalog, as best warrants each individual case:	
	1.) “a grade of F for the assignment and/or require remedial action by the student”
	2.) “a grade of 0 for the assignment and/or require remedial action by the student”	
	3.) “a failing grade in the course”
	4.) “refer the matter to the Provost”
Once again, if at any time you are unsure of what is permitted or not permitted, please don’t hesitate to ask me!

X. Title IX
Gordon State College is committed to providing an environment free of all forms of discrimination and sexual harassment, including sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence and stalking. If you (or someone you know) has experienced or experiences any of these incidents, know that you are not alone. All faculty members at Gordon State College are mandated reporters. Any student reporting any type of sexual harassment, sexual assault, dating violence, domestic violence or stalking must be made aware that any report made to a faculty member under the provisions of Title IX will be reported to the Title IX Coordinator or a Title IX Deputy Coordinator. If you wish to speak with someone confidentially, you must contact the Counseling and Accessibility Services office, Room 212, Student Life Center. The licensed counselors in the Counseling Office are able to provide confidential support. Gordon State College does not discriminate against any student on the basis of pregnancy, parenting or related conditions. Students seeking accommodations on the basis of pregnancy, parenting or related conditions should contact Counseling and Accessibility Services regarding the process of documenting pregnancy related issues and being approved for accommodations, including pregnancy related absences as defined under Title IX. 

XI. ADA and 504
If you have a documented disability as described by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Section 504, you may be eligible to receive accommodations to assist in programmatic and/or physical accessibility. The Counseling and Accessibility Services office located in the Student Center, Room 212 can assist you in formulating a reasonable accommodation plan and in providing support in developing appropriate accommodations to ensure equal access to all GSC programs and facilities. Course requirements will not be waived, but accommodations may assist you in meeting the requirements. For documentation requirements and for additional information, contact Counseling and Accessibility Services at 678-359-5585.

XII. House Bill 280
For information regarding House Bill 280, see the University System of Georgia at the following link: http://www.usg.edu/hb280

XIII. Religious Holidays
Gordon State College acknowledges that the academic calendar can sometimes conflict with major holidays from among our diverse religious traditions. If a student must miss class due to the observance of a religious holiday, that absence may be excused. To be excused, the student must inform his/her instructors before the absence and make alternate arrangements for any work due at the time of the absence. An excused absence for the observance of a religious holiday does not excuse student from responsibility for required course work.

XIV. Courtesy, Cell phone, Laptop, and Recording policies:
	When coming and going to class, please be courteous to me and to your classmates.  Please be on-time and arrive early enough to finish unpacking before class begins.  If you need to leave early, please plan ahead and sit near the door so that your exit will not disturb the rest of your peers who are listening and taking notes.
I realize that it is 2019 and most people carry a cell phone with them everywhere they go (especially people in the 18-25 year-old demographic!) but I am certain that you can manage to ignore your phone for 75 minutes.  After all, humans lived for millennia without Facebook and ESPN!  All phones need to be turned off or at least silenced during class, as well as stored away in your book bag, purse, or pocket.  If you violate this policy, I may ask you to leave class for the day.
	I highly DISCOURAGE you from bringing your laptop with you to class in order to take notes.  Research has shown that hand-written notes are more conducive to learning than notes prepared on a computer.  However, should you choose to bring your laptop, you need to refrain from checking e-mail, using social media, shopping for clothes, checking sports scores, or otherwise distracting yourself and others around you.  If I do notice that you are texting, messaging, shopping, or doing anything else not related to class on your laptop, I reserve the right to prohibit you from bring your laptop to class.  I may also ask you to leave class for the day. (The same goes for doing homework for another class in my class or simply talking to your neighbors while another student or I am talking to the class – these are all unprofessional behaviors that unfairly interrupt your classmates’ learning experience and engaging in them will result with me asking you to leave.)
	In the past, some students have asked if they may be allowed to record my lectures in order to play them back at home and take more accurate notes.  You must speak with my individually and you must have my express written consent to recording if you would like to do this. OTHERWISE YOU MAY NOT MAKE RECORDINGS OF MY CLASSES.  If you violate this policy, I may ask you to leave class for the day.
	

XV. Schedule (Subject to change):
WEEK I	
T 1/14: 		Introduction to the course
			Required Reading: 	
1. None

R 1/16: 		Introduction to doing History
			Required Reading: 	
1. Historical Methods Readings (Schlabach, Koeller, UNC Writing Center)
*Complete Syllabus Quiz via D2L 



WEEK II
T 1/21:		Lecture 1. Europe in 1650 
Required Reading:
1. Chapters 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 in OER textbook

R 1/23:		Lecture 2. The Enlightenment
Required Reading:
1. Chapter 6 in OER textbook
*Complete Historical Methods Quiz via D2L 

WEEK III
T 1/28:		 Lecture 3. The French Revolution
			Required Reading:
			1. Chapters 7 and 8 in OER textbook

R 1/30:		Lecture 4. The Reign of Terror
			Required Reading:
			1. Chapters 7 and 8 in OER textbook
		*Complete Quiz 1 (over Lectures 1-3) via D2L 

WEEK IV
T 2/4:		Paper-writing Workshop

R 2/6:		Discussion 1
			Required Reading:
*See directions and questions on D2L
		
WEEK V	
T 2/11:		Lecture 5. Napoleon
			Required Reading:
			1. Chapter 9 in OER textbook

R 2/13: 		Lecture 6. The Industrial Revolution
Required Reading:
1. Chapter 10 in OER textbook
		*Turn in Part 1 of Paper Assignment via D2L 

WEEK VI
T 2/18:		Lecture 7. The Era of the –Isms
Required Reading:
1. Chapters 11 and 12 in OER textbook

R 2/20:		Lecture 8. The Revolutions of 1848
Required Reading:
1. Chapters 11 and 12 in OER textbook
		*Compete Quiz 2 (over Lectures 4-6) via D2L 

WEEK VII	
T 2/25:		Discussion 2
			Required Reading:
*See directions and questions on D2L

R 2/27:		Exam 1 (Lectures 1-8)

WEEK VIII
T 3/3:		Lecture 9. Political, Social, Economic Changes in the late 19th Century
Required Reading:
1. Chapters 13 and 14 in OER textbook

R 3/5:	*Thursday, March 5, is the midpoint of the semester*

		Lecture 10. Imperialism
			Required Reading:
1. Chapter 15 in OER textbook
		*Compete Quiz 3 (over Lectures 9-10) via D2L

WEEK IX	
T 3/10:		Lecture 11. The First World War
Required Reading:
1. Chapter 16 in OER textbook

R 3/12:		Discussion 3
			Required Reading:
			*See directions and questions on D2L

WEEK X
T 3/17:		No Class (Spring Break) Have fun!

R 3/19: 		No Class (Spring Break) Be safe!
	
WEEK XI
T 3/24:		TBA
		*Turn in Part 2 of Paper Assignment via D2L 

R 3/26:		Lecture 12. The Russian Revolution and the Peace of Versailles
			Required Reading:
	1. Chapters 17 and 18 in OER textbook
		*Compete Quiz 4 (over Lectures 11-12) via D2L 

WEEK XII
T 3/31:	Lecture 13. Stalinism, Fascism, Nazism 
Required Reading:
	1. Chapter 19 in OER textbook

R 4/2:		Discussion 4
			Required Reading:
			*See directions and questions on D2L

WEEK XIII	
T 4/7: 	 	Exam 2 (Lectures 9-13)

R 4/9:		Lecture 14. The Second World War and the Holocaust
			Required Reading:
1. Chapter 20 in OER textbook


WEEK XIV	
T 4/14:		TBA

R 4/16:		Lecture 15. The Cold War 
Required Reading:
	1. Chapter 21 in OER textbook

WEEK XV	
T 4/21:		Lecture 16. Decolonization
Required Reading:
1. Chapter 22 in OER textbook

R 4/23:		Lecture 17. Protest, Détente, and Stagnation
			Required Reading:
1. Chapter 23 in OER textbook		
		*Turn in Part 3 of Paper Assignment via D2L 

WEEK XVI	
T 4/28:  	Lecture 18. The Fall of Communism
Required Reading:
1. Chapter 23 in OER textbook
		*Compete Quiz 4 (over Lectures 14-17) via D2L 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
R 4/30:		Discussion 5
			Required Reading:
*See directions and questions on D2L

		Thursday, May 7, 2020 is the date of the Final Exam for HIST 1122-P (TR 11:00-12:15), which will take place from 10:15am until 12:15pm.

		Friday, May 8, 2020 is the date of the Final Exam for HIST 1122-N (TR 9:30-10:45), which will take place from 8:00am until 10:00am.



***Study Partner***
NAME: ______________________________________________________________________
E-MAIL: _____________________________________________________________________
PHONE (optional): _____________________________________________________________

***Study Partner***
NAME: ______________________________________________________________________
E-MAIL: _____________________________________________________________________
PHONE (optional): _____________________________________________________________

***Study Partner***
NAME: ______________________________________________________________________
E-MAIL: _____________________________________________________________________
PHONE (optional): _____________________________________________________________
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