


Assignment 1: What is a function really?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Due: 
Purpose:
The purpose of this assignment is to help you process the definition of a function by critiquing another definition.
Skills:
This assignment will help you practice the following skills:
· Critiquing mathematical statements
· Communicating mathematics in writing
Knowledge: 
This assignment will help you to become familiar with the definition of a function.
Task:
1. Ask a friend or family member who is NOT currently taking Precalculus “What is the definition of a function?”  Have them write down their answer without consulting any resources.  If you believe their definition is completely accurate, ask someone else until you get a definition that is not completely accurate, which shouldn’t take long.
Write a critique of their definition of a function.  Your critique should include:
a. A discussion of what was accurate in their definition.
b. A discussion of what was inaccurate in their definition.
c. A revision of their definition so that it is a complete and correct definition of a function.  Your revision should preserve as much of the original as possible and be written in your own words, not in the words of the textbook or our notes.

Your answers should be on your own paper, not on this assignment sheet.  

Please note that if you have any questions about the assignment or want to check if your responses are complete and accurate, you are encouraged to come to student hours or make an appointment to meet with your professor.
Criteria for success:
You should correctly identify all mistakes and give a complete and correct revision of the definition in your own words.  This assignment will be worth 5 points: 2 points for the critique, 2 points for the revision, which must be in your own words, and 1 point for writing clearly in complete sentences.
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