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Name: Barbara J. Brooks, PhD
Faction: Historians 
Professor of Japanese and Chinese History, City College of New York 
 
Background:
You were born in 1953. A studious young woman, you had a passion for history and international studies. You did well in high school, which earned you acceptance to Yale, where you received both your BA and MA.  You then obtained another MA followed by a PhD in History from Princeton. Your research focuses mostly on Japan, and you take great joy in writing, learning, and teaching about Japanese and Chinese History at the City College of New York. 

Upon hearing about the Smithsonian’s plan to exhibit the Enola Gay, you feel called, along with many other historians, to speak out against the revisions that veterans are demanding to the exhibit. You have extensive knowledge of both pre- and post-war Japan and the effects of the atomic bombings on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, and you are willing to stand against the museum’s proposed exhibit, and against the Veterans who would prefer that the exhibit be presented in a celebratory fashion. 

You are not opposed to the exhibit altogether, but you believe it needs to promote a balanced and honest discussion of the bombings and the nuclear arms race that came to follow World War II. You and your fellow Historians will work together, using your respective fields of expertise to advise the Smithsonian on how to move forward with exhibiting the Enola Gay and opening a discussion about the atomic bombings of 1945. 

Public Opinion Points (POPs): 5
You may pool POPs with other players. You need them to “purchase” one or more Exhibit Demands on the second-to-last day of debate to guarantee that the Curators will include it in the Final Exhibit.
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