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Name: Lynne Cheney, PhD
Faction: Indeterminates
An author and chair of the National Endowment for the Humanities 

Background: 
You were born in 1941 in Casper Wyoming. Growing up, you always loved history and literature, especially stories of great American heroes; after all, you grew up in an age that was full of them. You attended Colorado College where you earned a Bachelor's degree in literature before pursuing your master’s from the University of Colorado, Boulder, and your PhD from the University of Wisconsin, Madison, where you specialized in 19th Century British Literature. During these formative years, your passion for the humanities quickly turned into a deep concern for how they were taught. You vividly remember some college professors more concerned with pushing an agenda than teaching the facts. For that reason, you were determined to do whatever you could to make sure the subjects you loved weren’t distorted by the elite, liberal establishment.

Your ability to make this change came to you early in your professional career. In 1986, you became chair of the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH). Here, you feel you can make a difference. One of your first goals was to develop a program of national history standards for the country’s high schools. This project has been in the works for years, and you fear the worst. You supported this effort with a $525,000 grant to the National Center for History in the Schools, hoping that the results would highlight America’s proud history. Word is, however, that teachers and scholars around the nation have chosen to push political agendas rather than tell the truth to the country’s youth. If these standards are widely adopted, it might not only be a disgrace to your career at the NEH but also could go on to corrupt generations of young Americans.

If that weren’t enough, liberal activism now threatens the National Air and Space Museum, one of the most renowned and respected institutions in the country. A leaked draft of an exhibit meant to display the Enola Gay fuselage has become another anti-American soap box for elitist college professors and frumpy historians to stand on. Fortunately, a contingent of veterans and conservative politicians have begun to push back against such a blatant disregard for American History. Now you feel it is time for you to throw your hat in the ring.

You have a reputation as a defender of history and education. Between you and your husband, Dick, currently serving as the secretary of defense, you have a lifetime’s worth of connections. If you can successfully block this exhibit or help change it to better depict our nation’s heroes, you may also be able to rally support against biased history standards. It’s time to kill two birds with one stone and win a victory for America’s past and America’s youth. 

Assignments:
Identify specific aspects of the Crossroads Exhibit that you feel must remain in the revised draft. Create a list of facts and interpretations that will serve as your Exhibit Demands, should you pool enough Popularity Points.

For your Writing Assignment, focus on the dangers of revising American history to foreground the diverse experiences of the common people rather than the heroics of political and military leaders. Express your fear that academic historians are injecting political bias into the curriculum. Make sure you quote from (or include images of) at least two primary source texts or artifacts (with cites). You should use information from this paper in your speeches.

Identify 2 items (images, objects, documents) that should be included in the exhibit and explain their historical significance. Explain clearly why each should be included in the revised Enola Gay exhibit. Use the Exhibit Panel Worksheet provided.

Victory Objectives:
1. Connect with those who agree with you about the worrisome trend of left-leaning academics controlling the narrative of American history and convince others of your cause.  
2. Organize a press conference and other public relations events to call attention to the need to get politics out of the classroom. 
3. Get other factions to invite you to be a guest speaker (VFW Town Hall, American University History Lecture Series) and/or deliver testimony at the Senate Hearings.
4. Work with the other Indeterminates to award prizes to the Best Produced Video and Most Provocative Video submitted by the factions.
5. Formally join a faction by the end of the game.
6. Accumulate POP to purchase Exhibit Demands or to use to save your career from other unforeseen events.

Public Opinion Points (POP): 20
You may pool POP with other players. You need them to “purchase” one or more Exhibit Demands on the second-to-last day of debate to guarantee that the Curators will include it in the Final Exhibit.
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