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Name: Admiral Noel Gayler (pronounced GUY-ler)
Faction: Veterans
Highly decorated Navy pilot for the United and former director of the National Security Agency 

Background:
You were born in Birmingham, Alabama in 1914. You were a Navy brat from birth, so it was no surprise that you wanted to follow in your family’s footsteps. You attended West Point Prep school before attending the Naval Academy in 1931. You officially joined the Navy in 1935. 

In 1940, you began flight training and soon became one of the best in the Navy. You were awarded the Navy Cross three times over the course of two years, the first person to accomplish such a feat. You understand the strategic value of conventional area bombing. However, in 1945, your perspective of war was irrevocably changed when you flew over Hiroshima six days after it was destroyed by a nuclear bomb. You saw death, an eerie stillness, a vast landscape bereft of all life. As they say, what is seen cannot be unseen, and that day you vowed to do whatever you could to make sure this never happened again. In July 1969, you became the Director of the National Security Agency, overseeing national intelligence for three years before becoming commander in chief of the United States Pacific Command until your retirement from the Navy in 1976. 

You then dedicated your time to nuclear disarmament. In 1976 you wrote an Op-Ed article in The New York Times, reminding Americans of the difficulties posed by nuclear weapons: “A very few persons go about the grim, necessary business of nuclear planning. Fewer still have seen a bomb tested: the light of a thousand suns, searing heat, immense shock, a wicked flickering afterglow manifesting in intense residual radiation. That’s a pity. We and the Soviet Union have tens of thousands of weapons. We better get them under control.” In 1986 you joined the American Committee on East-West Accord to “promote rational relations with the Soviet Union.”

It is now 1994, and the conversation over nuclear weapons has erupted again, with several veterans’ groups raising hell over a leaked script for the National Air and Space Museum’s upcoming Enola Gay exhibit. You are frustrated at the attitude your fellow servicemen have taken towards the subject. You have long advocated for nuclear disarmament based on the horrors you witnessed, and you can’t imagine how anyone could place such a devastating event on a pedestal. If the exhibit survives, you’ll do everything you can to make sure it teaches people about the existential threat of nuclear war.



You have a unique perspective that could have a real impact on this debate. By petitioning your fellow Veterans, you might be able to change minds, negotiate compromises, or even use your status to speak out against the controversy to Politicians or the media. You didn’t pick this fight, but you can help the country navigate it. How will you proceed?

Public Opinion Points (POPs): 10
You may pool POPs with other players. You need them to “purchase” one or more Exhibit Demands on the second-to-last day of debate to guarantee that the Curators will include it in the Final Exhibit.
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