[image: Text

Description automatically generated]
[image: Text

Description automatically generated with low confidence]






Name: Brandy Trotter
Faction: Indeterminates
A history major at American University, and the daughter of two generations of African-American veterans.
 
Background:
You were born on February 22, 1973 in Detroit, Michigan. Your grandfather came to Detroit after serving in World War I, got married, and had your father and your two uncles. Your father, following in his father’s footsteps, joined the Army and fought in the European theater of World War II. Both your father and your grandfather played huge roles in your life; you look up to them tremendously for their courage and patriotism. Because of their influence on your life, you grew passionate about history and decided to pursue a career in it. 
 
After graduating with honors from Central High School in Detroit, you were accepted into American University to study US history in the nation’s capital. You recently completed an oral history project with World War II veterans as part of your research.[footnoteRef:0] You have a deep rooted appreciation for veterans, and are sympathetic to them, likely because you see your father and grandfather in them. You grew up hearing their war stories and came to regard them, as well as other veterans, as heroes.  [0:  See the ten interviews conducted by the University of Kansas: https://wwii.lib.ku.edu/.] 

 
Your family members told you all about their experiences as Black men in the military, and how, more often than not, they were treated poorly in comparison to their white comrades. This saddens you, as you’ve never met anyone as patriotic and proud of their service as the men you look up to the most. You understand that the United States has a long history of discrimination and how enculturated racism was, and still is, in the minds of many Americans. 
 
That’s why now, in light of the recent controversy surrounding the NASM’s proposed Enola Gay exhibit, you see that the museum’s story of the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki is incomplete without a serious examination of racism in America. Would the bombs have been used on Germany? Scholars seem to agree that had the bombs been ready in time, they would have. But you can’t shake the theory that it was easier to use the bombs on Japan because the Japanese were dehumanized in the minds of Americans and classified as an “other” group that was inferior to Whites. 
 
The exhibit also needs to address the role of African Americans in World War II and their contributions to the Manhattan Project. As a young black woman entering the field of history, you feel it is important to bring these issues to the forefront of the conversation. How can any changes be made if the people in charge are unwilling to answer the uncomfortable questions? You hope to give voice to the marginalized groups who are lacking representation within the script of the exhibit. 
 
Assignments:
Identify specific aspects of the Crossroads Exhibit that you feel must remain in or be deleted  from the revised draft. Create a list of facts and interpretations that will serve as your Exhibit Demands, should you pool enough Popularity Points.
 
For your Writing Assignment, explain some of the contributions that African American men and women made during World War II. You will need to do some outside research. Make sure you quote from (or include images of) at least two primary source texts or artifacts (with cites). You should use information from this paper in your speeches.
 
Create an Exhibit Panel using the template provided. Identify an item (image, object, document) that should be included in the exhibit and explain its historical significance. Explain clearly why it should be included in the revised Enola Gay exhibit. 
 
Victory Objectives:
1. Connect with those who agree with you about underrepresented groups being featured in the exhibit (Kathleen Vale, Carol Roberts, Yuri Agawa) and convince others of your cause. 
2. Organize or participate in a protest, press conference, or other public relations event to call attention to the contributions African Americans made in WWII. Give a speech at this event.
3. Get other factions to invite you to be a guest speaker (VFW Town Hall, American University History Lecture Series) and/or deliver testimony at the Senate Hearings.
4. Work with the other Indeterminates to award prizes to the Best Produced Video and Most Provocative Video submitted by the factions.
5. Formally join a faction by the end of the game.
6. Accumulate Public Opinion Points to purchase Exhibit Demands or to use to save your career from other unforeseen events.

Public Opinion Points (POP): 5
You may pool POP with other players. You need them to “purchase” one or more Exhibit Demands on the second-to-last day of debate to guarantee that the Curators will include it in the Final Exhibit.

[note: Trotter is an amalgam character]
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