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Name: Senator Dianne Feinstein
Faction: Politicians
Democratic Senator from California, History Major

Background:
You were Born in San Francisco in 1933. Raised in a very religious family, you went to Catholic school for most of your early education, though you have always considered yourself Jewish because of your heritage. In 1951, you graduated from Convent of the Sacred Heart High School before pursuing a degree in History from Stanford University. In college, you started to get interested in several social and political issues around your beloved city and after graduation in 1955, you quickly turned your attention toward local government. 

Your early political career was not glamorous by any means, running a few unsuccessful mayoral campaigns throughout the early seventies, but serving dutifully on the San Francisco Board of Supervisors for years, waiting for your chance to run for higher office. In 1978, after the tragic assassination of then-mayor George Moscone and supervisor Harvey Milk, you became acting mayor of San Francisco, a position that would later be solidified by appointment. You stayed in that office for years, serving the city you loved through some of its most violent and uncertain times. 

Your time in office wasn’t without controversy, and certainly not without enemies, but you did your job, made an impact, and even attempted to rise to the office of Governor in 1990. Unfortunately, you lost the election, but when one door closes, it seems another one always opens. Two years ago, you filled a vacant seat in the Senate through a special election. You finally made it to a national public office. Now you just have to make sure you keep it.

The year is 1994 and a unique political opportunity has presented itself. The leaked draft for the National Air and Space Museum’s Enola Gay exhibit has caused old wounds to open along party lines. Veterans’ groups around the country are protesting the exhibit and many of your Republican colleagues have taken a hard line against the museum. You believe history as a field is changing. When you were an undergrad, you remember studying the texts that were “essentially a recitation of fact, leaving the reader to draw their own analysis. Now what you see is a writer’s interpretation of fact, which is different.”  

As a newly elected senator, you want to make a name for yourself, and a controversy is a great way to make a statement. You have always been labeled a moderate Democrat, meaning you could feasibly go either direction with this controversy and still escape the dreaded label of “hypocrite.” If you side with the museum and the historians, you could embolden the left-leaning base that got you elected and start your Senate career as a real “difference maker.” On the other hand, if you side with the Veterans and your Republican colleagues, you could show the country your bipartisan side and rally the veterans’ vote for the next election cycle. What will you do?
Public Opinion Points (POPs): 10
You may pool POPs with other players. You need them to “purchase” one or more Exhibit Demands on the second-to-last day of debate to guarantee that the Curators will include it in the Final Exhibit.
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