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Name: Lt. Col. John T. Correll
Faction: Veterans
Vietnam Veteran and editor of Air Force Magazine 

Background:
You were born in 1939 in Conover, North Carolina. Before and during college, you were a reporter for the Hickory Daily Record in Hickory, NC. You graduated from Lenoir Rhyne College with a degree in history before attending Michigan State University, where you obtained your master’s degree in communications. 

You joined the Air Force in 1962, in the height of the Vietnam War. During the war, you served as a public information officer for a battalion in Thailand. Later, you became the editor of the Air Force’s official magazine, Airman. In 1982, you retired from the Air Force as a lieutenant colonel and became chief of editorial services for the American Forces Information Service in Washington. Two years later, you joined Air Force Magazine as senior editor, a position you hold today. Throughout your career, you’ve published over 100 articles detailing military history and telling the stories of heroic American airmen, earning the respect of your comrades with your professional, mission-focused content.

Upon reading the leaked draft of the Enola Gay exhibit, you are furious. You feel that the curators are using the Enola Gay as “a prop in a political horror show.” The curators managed to portray the Japanese as victims rather than aggressors in World War II, something that revisionist historians have been trying to do for years. You won’t stand for this. 

Using your clout with other veterans and your position with Air Force Magazine, you have the power to rally others to speak out against the NASM’s attempt to paint the US as vengeful aggressors toward the Japanese. Although you recognize the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki as devastating events in human history, you believe all else that they brought an end to a brutal war where millions of people had already lost their lives. By providing an alternative to a full-scale invasion of Japan, the atomic bombs prevented casualties, both American and Japanese, that would have exceeded the death tolls of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

Public Opinion Points (POPs): 10
You may pool POPs with other players. You need them to “purchase” one or more Exhibit Demands on the second-to-last day of debate to guarantee that the Curators will include it in the Final Exhibit.
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