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Name: Edward T. Linenthal, PhD
Faction: Curators
Served on the first Advisory Board for the Enola Gay exhibit at NASM 
 
Background:
You were born on November 6, 1947, in Boston, Massachusetts. You got your Bachelor of Arts in Religious Studies from Western Michigan University in 1969 and a Master of Divinity from the Pacific School of Religion, a private Protestant seminary in Berkeley, California in 1973. You then went on to earn your PhD from the University of California Santa Barbara. You are currently a Professor of Religion and American Culture at the University of Wisconsin Oshkosh.

You became passionate about public history in grad school. You realize that the way historical events are commemorated has a big impact on society and that historians have a unique role to play in making sure that the public is properly educated on certain events. Since then, you’ve worked on various controversial historical sites, including the Little Bighorn Battlefield National Monument, the USS Arizona Memorial at Pearl Harbor, and the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. 

 You believe that public history should be for all Americans and be fully fleshed out, talked about, and debated, to not only hear the story told by the “winner.” You believe that academic historians are useful in offering support to those responsible for publicly interpreting history. Over the last several years you’ve worked with the National Park Service in developing training courses for Park Service superintendents, interpreters, and historians, urging them to not only present the historical event that took place at a site but to also present the interpretive history of the site. You believe that historians have the obligation of listening to the voices of witnesses and survivors, while also providing a “comprehensive and balanced rendering of the human experience.” (Linenthal 1995)

You’ve been selected to serve on the first Advisory Board for the Smithsonian’s exhibit showcasing the renovated fuselage of the Enola Gay. The proposed draft needs some serious reworking: first and foremost, is this a 50-year commemoration ceremony or an exhibit? Your expertise and experience with the NPS will help to ensure that the exhibit is well-balanced and able to be interpreted by everyone. It’s important to you that the voices of every group involved in the event are heard and that the exhibit can shed light on the event without bias toward one group or the other. You understand that the average American does not know all the details surrounding the atomic bombings, so it’s up to you and your fellow curators to pick the most important facts and lay out the story for them.


Public Opinion Points (POPs): 5
You may pool POPs with other players. You need them to “purchase” one or more Exhibit Demands on the second-to-last day of debate to guarantee that the Curators will include it in the Final Exhibit.
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