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Name: Colonel Donald Lopez
Faction: Veterans
World War II Veteran and former deputy director of the NASM

Background:
You were born in Brooklyn, NY in 1923. From a very early age, you were interested in aviation. As a child, your favorite movies were Wings (1927) and Hell’s Angels (1930). When you were a teenager, your family moved to Tampa, Florida, close to Drew Army Airfield. Watching the Air Corps fighters flying overhead solidified your interest in becoming a fighter pilot. 
You were studying at the University of Tampa when Pearl Harbor was attacked. Feeling called to defend your country, you immediately enlisted in the Army Air Corps and were assigned to the 75th Fighter Squadron of the 14th Air Force. Upon earning your wings, you were deployed to China, where you quickly started to show skill as a pilot, having trained under famous war heroes Col. Tex Hill and Gen. Claire Chennault. Throughout five years in China, you flew 101 missions and downed 5 Japanese planes, the requirement needed to be recognized as an “Ace.”
When the war was over, you became a test pilot at Eglin Air Force Base, flying several types of aircraft, including the first jets. You served a brief tour of duty in the Korean War in the fall of 1950 and then returned home to pursue your education. You attended the Air Force Institute of Technology and then earned a Master of Science in Aeronautical Engineering from Caltech. From there, you taught Thermodynamics at the Air Force Academy from 1957 until 1964, when you retired from the Air Force. Following your retirement from the military, you spent the next eight years working as an engineer on the Skylab and Apollo programs.
In 1972 you began working with the Smithsonian Institution and were part of the team responsible for planning and constructing the National Air and Space Museum. Your knowledge and experience with aeronautics made you an instrumental member of the team; you helped develop exhibits that welcomed visitors to the museum’s grand opening on July 1, 1976. You were made Deputy Director of the NASM in 1983 and held that position for seven years, then served as the Senior Advisor to the director from 1990 until 1993, when you retired.
As a World War II Veteran and with your history with the NASM, you are outraged by the draft for the Enola Gay exhibit. You feel that the exhibit has an apologetic tone, almost as if the Curators’ only goal was to garner sympathy for the Japanese and to blame the US for starting the Cold War. You will not let the museum that you helped to build showcase such an anti-American exhibit. Your experience in the Pacific Theater gives you plenty of authority to speak out against this wrong version of history. You watched your friends sacrifice their lives in the war, and when you found out that it was over, you couldn’t have been more grateful. You won’t let a group of people who simply were not there dictate what goes in the exhibit. You should use your pull with the NASM to speak with the Curators and demand they change the exhibit. They can start by including a Veterans’ memorial inside the exhibit.
Public Opinion Points (POPs): 10
You may pool POPs with other players. You need them to “purchase” one or more Exhibit Demands on the second-to-last day of debate to guarantee that the Curators will include it in the Final Exhibit.
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