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Name: Takashi Hiraoka
Faction: Indeterminates
Current Mayor of Hiroshima 
 
Background:
You were born to a working-class family on December 27, 1927, in Osaka, Japan. Your parents owned a delivery service, but it was severely damaged by Typhoon Muroto in 1934. This disaster required your family to relocate to Unggi in Korea, where your mother’s side of the family owned several businesses. After one year of living there, you were sent to Hiroshima to live with your aunt and her family. You grew close to one of your cousins who was about your age, and the two of you regarded each other as brother and sister. You spent many years of your childhood in the city before relocating to Seoul, where you studied medicine at Keijo Imperial University. 

Due to the intensity of the war in 1945, you decided to take a break from your studies to work as a volunteer for the Japanese Imperial Army at a chemical factory in Korea, which was under Japanese occupation at the time. You held this position until Japan’s surrender in August 1945 and, spared from injuries due to the atomic bombings, you returned to Hiroshima in September 1945. Your cousin was fatally injured due to the bombing of Hiroshima, something that devastated you and led you to view nuclear weapons as illegal. 

After the war, you attended Waseda University and graduated in 1952. You joined the Chugoku Shimun, a local Japanese daily newspaper, and became the managing editor. From there you moved to RCC Broadcasting Company and eventually served as president of the company. In the 1960s you worked as a journalist, covering stories on Korean hibakusha (people affected by atomic bombings), demanding the Japanese government grant them access to medical care in Japan. 

In 1990, a member of the Upper House of the Japanese Socialist Party suggested that you run for mayor. Lacking funds and experience, you declined. Eventually, you were persuaded to run. In February 1991, you were elected mayor of Hiroshima, a position you hold today. You are currently working on a statement that will be delivered to the International Court of Justice in the Hague next year. You plan on stating that the use of weapons of mass destruction is contrary to international law. 

You are visiting Washington DC on mayoral duties, and you notice local media buzzing over the Smithsonian’s plan to exhibit the restored fuselage of the Enola Gay, the plane that dropped the atomic bomb on Hiroshima. This issue hits close to home for you, and you feel as though you could offer some insight to the museum and to the public on the suffering that you witnessed firsthand because of the bombing. Your own accounts of the destruction and your experience covering survivors’ stories as a journalist gives you a unique position that the curators are lacking. You are not necessarily interested in standing against the museum or the exhibit, but you wish to convey an anti-nuclear weapons stance to the public by informing them of the real-life tragedies that were caused by the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 

Assignments:
Identify specific aspects of the Crossroads Exhibit that you feel must remain in or be deleted from the revised draft. Create a list of facts and interpretations that will serve as your Exhibit Demands, should you pool enough Popularity Points.

For your Writing Assignment, focus on the dangers of nuclear weapons with special attention to the destruction in Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Make sure you quote from (or include images of) at least two primary source texts or artifacts (with cites). You should use information from this paper in your speeches.

Identify 2 items (images, objects, documents) that should be included in the exhibit and explain their historical significance. Explain clearly why each should be included in the revised Enola Gay exhibit. Use the Exhibit Panel Worksheet provided.

Victory Objectives:
1. Connect with those who agree with you about nuclear disarmament (Adm. Noel Gayler, Sen. Mark Hatfield, Liz McAlister, and Randall Forsberg) and convince others of your cause.  
2. Participate in a protest, press conference, or other public relations event to call attention to the need for nuclear disarmament and the costs of the arms race. Give a speech at this event.
3. Get other factions to invite you to be a guest speaker (VFW Town Hall, American University History Lecture Series) and/or deliver testimony at the Senate Hearings.
4. Work with the other Indeterminates to award prizes to the Best Produced Video and Most Provocative Video submitted by the factions.
5. Formally join a faction by the end of the game.
6. Accumulate POP to purchase Exhibit Demands or to use to save your career from other unforeseen events.

Public Opinion Points (POP): 10
You may pool POP with other players. You need them to “purchase” one or more Exhibit Demands on the second-to-last day of debate to guarantee that the Curators will include it in the Final Exhibit.
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