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Name: Martin Sherwin, PhD 
Faction: Historians
Renowned historian of nuclear strategy, professor at Tufts University

Background: 
You were born in the summer of 1937 in Brooklyn, NY. You grew up considering yourself a normal middle-class American kid in a prosperous, confident period of American history. You always knew you were bright, but you were never sure what you wanted to do when you grew up. When you went to Dartmouth, you jumped from major to major before discovering a passion for history and a particular interest in World War II and nuclear weapons. 

While working on your PhD at UCLA, you became fascinated by the bombings that ended World War II and the atomic age that followed. Desiring to strip away the myths that dominated the popular discourse on the subject, your dissertation on Harry Truman’s decision to drop the bombs went on to become your first book, A World Destroyed (1975), a work that continues to be used in classrooms. Now, as one of the leading historians on the topic, you have long advocated for improved safety, communications, and reduction of nuclear weapons. In your professional view, it’s a marvel that we haven’t already blown ourselves back to the Stone Age, and, without properly understanding nuclear power, we only continue to test our luck.

For this reason, when the Smithsonian’s draft script for their upcoming Enola Gay exhibit comes under fire by Veterans’ organizations and conservative media, you know you must get involved. You want to organize a collaborative response of Historians to the controversy. If we let the Veterans and news outlets cajole the National Air and Space Museum into overlooking the true story of our use of nuclear weapons and the horrors they can bring, we run the risk of forgetting the very real threat they pose to the future of humanity.

You have a voice, a small one in the face of political bias and willful ignorance, but if you and your fellow Historians don’t speak up, then who will? If the exhibit maintains its integrity, millions could learn about the dangers of atomic warfare and the next generation might even be inspired to help reduce its threat.







Public Opinion Points (POPs): 5
You may pool POPs with other players. You need them to “purchase” one or more Exhibit Demands on the second-to-last day of debate to guarantee that the Curators will include it in the Final Exhibit.
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