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Politicians Faction Advisory

You are a member of the Politician faction. Though you are concerned with the Enola Gay exhibit and the story it plans to tell the world, what matters more is how the controversy will reflect on you and your office come election time. Regardless of party affiliation, Americans tend to support veterans. Your goal will be to use your power and influence to condemn the National Air and Space Museum if the Enola Gay exhibit offends the American people. Because the Smithsonian is partially a public entity, you have the unique ability to remove Curators from their positions and overrule certain inclusions to the exhibit. By working with your colleagues in Washington as well as representatives of different factions, you can help boost your public image, hold the Smithsonian accountable in Senate hearings, and try to either extinguish or exacerbate the culture war you find yourself in. 

Depending on the size of the class, your faction will consist of
●      Sen. Bob Dole - Senior Senator from Kentucky, World War II veteran, and Purple Heart recipient. Plans to run for President in the upcoming 1996 election
●      Rep. Newt Gingrich - Representative from Georgia, set to become Speaker of the House of Representatives if Republicans take control of the House in November
●      Sen. Mark Hatfield – Veteran of World War II, Republican from Oregon, sponsor of the exhibit in the 1980s of objects from the Hiroshima Peace Memorial at the Old Senate Office Building
●      Sen. Nancy Landon Kassebaum – Republican Senator from Kansas
●      Rep. Sam Johnson - Representative from Texas’s 3rd Congressional District and retired USAF fighter pilot
●      Rep. G. V. “Sonny” Montgomery – Republican from Mississippi, chair of the Committee of Veterans Affairs in the House of Representatives, and World War II veteran
●      Sen. Dianne Feinstein - Democratic Senator from California, a history major in college

Victory Objectives
Ensure the final Smithsonian exhibit celebrates American patriots and avoids suggesting that citizens should question their elected leaders, even in hindsight. Now that fifty years have passed, Americans must be reminded how the successful Manhattan Project made it possible for President Truman to drop an atomic bomb on Hiroshima on August 6, 1945.
1. Eliminate Curators who refuse to work with Veterans to revise the Exhibit by firing them or exposing their biases to the American public.
2. Win re-election by collecting pledges from a majority of players saying they will vote for you.


Responsibilities
You are responsible for conducting investigations of malfeasances, in the executive branch and elsewhere in American society, that will aid in your ability to make informed decisions as a representative of the people of the United States. For example, watch this summary of Mark Zuckerberg's appearance at Senate Hearings in 2018: https://youtu.be/3E81n3xZ-io. 
You must demonstrate the broad responsibilities Congress has to support the public interest and the power it has to hold publicly funded institutions accountable. To make such a point, be sure to call attention to the creation of the NASM:
· 1946 Statute: “Said national air museum shall memorialize the national development of aviation; collect, preserve, and display aeronautical equipment of historical interest and significance; serve as a repository for scientific equipment and data about the development of aviation; and provide educational material for the historical study of aviation.”
Politicians will vote at the end of Day 1 Debate on whether to increase, decrease, or maintain Congressional funding for the Smithsonian. The vote may be revisited as needed throughout the game.

Powers
You hold a tremendous amount of power. As prominent politicians, you are national figures who must pay close attention to public opinion. You can shape or be shaped by it. You have the power to call Hearings to raise public awareness. And you have authority over funding public institutions and can pressure public servants to leave their positions. 

You can pool your Public Opinion Points to buy an Exhibit Demand to ensure a certain artifact or document is included by the Curators in the final exhibit.

Assignments
Identify specific aspects of the Crossroads Exhibition Planning Document that you feel must remain (or must be deleted) in the revised draft. 

Draft a speech: Highlight the beneficial role political leaders played in developing the Manhattan Project and ending World War II. Make sure you quote from (or include images of) at least two primary sources.

Design an Exhibit:  Identify 2 items (images, objects, documents) that should be included in your assigned room(s) - see below - and explain their historical significance. Explain clearly why each should be included in the revised Enola Gay exhibit. Use the Exhibit Panel Template provided.








Exhibit Assignments for Politicians

	Room 1
	Room 2
	Room 3
	Room 4
	Room 5

	Dole
	Dole
	Gingrich
	Gingrich
	Hatfield

	Hatfield
	Kassebaum
	Kassebaum
	Johnson
	Johnson

	Montgomery
	Montgomery
	Feinstein
	Feinstein
	


 

Strategies
Several strategies will be available to you as you try to achieve your Victory Objectives. Some may be more effective than others, but all of them have the possibility of tipping the scales in your favor. By being bold and creative in tactics, you have as much of a chance to achieve your victory as any other faction. You can:
· Amplify the demands of Veterans’ organizations in a Senate hearing and threaten to cut funding or fire Curators if the Enola Gay exhibit is not properly revised. 
· Offer to be more lenient with Curators if they work closely with Veterans.
· Write a bill to tie funding for public institutions to specific history standards.
· Threaten to cancel the exhibit altogether. This is the final trump card that would result in almost all factions losing the game, but such a threat might reign in the most stringent complaints.
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