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Name: Representative Sam Johnson 
Faction: Politicians
Republican representative from Texas’ 3rd Congressional District, retired USAF fighter pilot 
 
Background:
You were born October 11, 1930, in San Antonio, Texas. You grew up in Dallas and graduated from Woodrow Wilson High School in 1947. From there, you attended Southern Methodist University and graduated with a bachelor’s degree in business administration before joining the United States Air Force. 
 
During your 29-year career with the Air Force, you served in both the Korean and the Vietnam wars as a fighter pilot. On April 16, 1966, you were shot down while flying a combat mission over North Vietnam. For the next seven years, you were held as a prisoner of war, spending two of those years in solitary confinement and being brutally tortured.[footnoteRef:0] You were among the eleven US military prisoners who became known as the Alcatraz Gang, a group of POWs that were separated from other captives due to your particular resistance to your captors. You were released on February 12, 1973, during Operation Homecoming. You returned to the United States weighing only 120 pounds, with a permanently disabled right hand and a limp. In 1992 you published a book, Captive Warriors, on your experience in Vietnam.  [0:  https://apnews.com/article/db7ef568bafb8693cd489e757e323c30] 

 
You retired from the Air Force in 1979 as a colonel and upon your retirement started a home-building business in Plano, Texas. You were elected to the Texas House of Representatives in 1984 and were re-elected three times, serving a consecutive seven years in state legislature and gaining the reputation of a highly respected conservative and anti-communist. In 1991, you were elected to the US House of Representatives. 
 
You’ve read the NASM’s proposed draft of the Enola Gay exhibit. You feel that it is littered with anti-American sentiments, casting blatant disrespect upon the heroes who fought in World War II. The 50th anniversary of the end of World War II is coming up, and above all else, you want veterans to be honored and commemorated for their dedication to their country. As a sitting member of Congress, you have the power to influence the Curators to change the exhibit. The Smithsonian is a federally funded museum, and you feel that the exhibit should not leave American veterans nor citizens feeling ashamed of their country’s actions. If the curators won’t change the exhibit to fit the standards of what an American museum should include, you and your fellow politicians will fight to cut funding for the museum. 



Public Opinion Points (POPs): 10
You may pool POPs with other players. You need them to “purchase” one or more Exhibit Demands on the second-to-last day of debate to guarantee that the Curators will include it in the Final Exhibit.
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