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Name: Rep. G. V. “Sonny” Montgomery 
Faction: Politicians
Republican from Mississippi, chair of the Committee of Veterans Affairs in the House of Representatives, World War II veteran 

Background: 
You were born in Meridian, Mississippi in 1920. Though your early years were spent in public schools, you then attended the prestigious McCallie School in Chattanooga, Tennessee, an all-boys prep school where you learned how to navigate rigid hierarchies and social circles that would follow you the rest of your life. In 1943 you graduated from Mississippi State University and immediately enlisted in the Army to serve overseas in World War II. Your time in the Army taught you the value of leadership.  You earned multiple medals for your valor and bravery in both World War II and the Korean War, before returning home to serve in the National Guard. You retired after reaching the rank of Major General. 

In 1956, you were elected to the Mississippi State Senate and your political career began. You served in the legislature for ten years with the goal of bettering your community and improving the country you had spent over three decades defending. Eventually, however, your political scope broadened, and you were elected to the US House of Representatives in 1966. Here you’ve stayed for nearly thirty years, spearheading several initiatives to help improve veterans’ affairs and strengthen national defense. You know what the troops and their families have sacrificed, and you have dedicated your professional career to making sure that the country they helped defend looks out for them. 

For this reason, when the leaked draft of the National Air and Space Museum’s proposed Enola Gay exhibit sent shockwaves through veterans’ organizations and the press, you knew you couldn’t stay silent. In your opinion, the exhibit does nothing but degrade the service you and your fellow veterans have given, painting them as war criminals and savages. You are concerned about the message young people will get walking through an exhibit that denigrates America’s history.

With your strong ties to veterans’ organizations around the country and your reputation as a strong advocate for veterans’ interests, you feel it is your duty to help change the exhibit to better represent the men who fought and died to protect this country. With the help of your colleagues in the House and Senate, you just might be able to put pressure on the Smithsonian to, at the very least, make the exhibit an even-handed and respectful memorial to those who paid the ultimate price.


Public Opinion Points (POPs): 10
You may pool POPs with other players. You need them to “purchase” one or more Exhibit Demands on the second-to-last day of debate to guarantee that the Curators will include it in the Final Exhibit.

image2.png
The Enola Gay Controversy, 1994-95

g

{coN





image1.png
The Enola Gay Controversy,
1994-95

ORFIDERTIEL




