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Name: Gar Alperovitz, PhD
Faction: Historians
Historian and author of Atomic Diplomacy: Hiroshima and Potsdam, Current president of the National Center for Economic Alternatives
 
Background:
You were born in 1936 in Racine, Wisconsin. You graduated from the University of Madison-Wisconsin with a B.A. in American history in 1959 and then from UC Berkeley with an M.A. in economics in 1960. You were awarded a Marshall Scholarship - a postgraduate scholarship presented to “intellectually distinguished young Americans and their country’s future leaders.” It allowed you to pursue a PhD in political economy at the London School of Economics. You then transferred to Cambridge University and wrote your doctoral thesis on the role of the atomic bomb in the creation of the postwar economic order under the counsel of theoretical economist Joan Robinson. 

While completing your doctoral studies, you worked in the US House of Representatives as a legislative assistant to Rep. Robert Kastenmeier of Wisconsin, and during this time you were named a Fellow of King’s College, Cambridge in 1964. During breaks from courses, you served as legislative director to Wisconsin Senator Gaylord Nelson in 1964 and 1965. 

In 1965 you published your book Atomic Diplomacy: Hiroshima and Potsdam. The work drew on Secretary of War Henry Stimson’s diaries, and you argue that US policymakers made the decision to bomb Hiroshima and Nagasaki on the notion that the demonstration of the atomic bomb would serve as leverage over the Soviet Union in negotiating the postwar world order. You believe that the atomic bomb was an act of unrequited evil and that the decision to use it was based on political motives more than anything. Your book became the focal point of debate over American foreign policy in the mid to late 1960s. It pushed scholars to re-examine their ideas about both the origins of the Cold War and their beliefs about Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Since then, you have continued to publish in the New York Times, the Washington Post, and the New York Review of Books on the decision to use the atomic bomb. 

You are currently the president of the National Center for Economic Alternatives. Its mission is to provide research, education, and consultation to problems facing America within the global political economy. The National Center has undertaken projects for numerous entities, including both government and non-government organizations. 

The year is 1994 and you have gained access to the leaked draft of the Smithsonian’s Enola Gay exhibit. You know that you need to stand against the Veterans, who are organizing a loud and unhappy response to the exhibit. You and your fellow Historians have a huge role to play in advocating for the National Air and Space Museum to tell the true story of what happened and the dangers of nuclear weapons, without letting the Veterans back the museum into a corner. You are passionate about educating future generations on the legacy of the atomic bomb and the political effects its use had on the entire postwar world. While the Veterans are protesting to be recognized and glorified for their role in WWII, you would rather the exhibit be used as an educational tool on the dangers of nuclear weapons. 

Public Opinion Points (POPs): 5
You may pool POPs with other players. You need them to “purchase” one or more Exhibit Demands on the second-to-last day of debate to guarantee that the Curators will include it in the Final Exhibit.
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