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Name: Richard Hallion, PhD
Faction: Curators 
Chief Enola Gay of the Air Force historical programming, served on the first Advisory Board to the Enola Gay exhibit 

Background:
You were born on May 17, 1948, in Washington, DC. You were a promising student with a passion for aviation and aerospace history. You graduated with high honors from the University of Maryland in 1970 and by 1975, you had earned your PhD. 
 
You joined the Smithsonian’s National Air and Space Museum as a curator of science and technology and space science and exploration in 1974 and continued working there until 1980. Since then, you’ve had a lengthy career teaching and lecturing at various universities, serving as Chief Historian of the Air Force Flight Test Center, Executive Historian at the Headquarters of the Air Force Systems Command, and policy analysist with the Office of the Secretary of the Air Force. You’ve also flown as a mission observer in military and civilian aircraft. You are the author of many books, articles, and essays related to aerospace technology and military operations.[footnoteRef:0] [0:  https://www.af.mil/About-Us/Biographies/Display/Article/104943/dr-richard-p-hallion/] 

 
You’ve been asked to serve on the Advisory Board to consult with NASM curators on the Enola Gay exhibit. Upon reading the draft, you realize that the main issue with the exhibit is the matter of preponderance. The exhibit lacks balance between the perspectives of Americans and Japanese, leaving room for the interpretation that the United States were the main aggressors in the Pacific theater. You believe that the exhibit has a “special responsibility to be as accurate as possible” because “we’re now in a position in which the World War II veteran is disappearing, where young people do not comprehend what this war was about.”[footnoteRef:1] [1:  https://www.nytimes.com/1994/08/28/us/exhibit-plans-on-hiroshima-stir-a-debate.html] 

 
Using your background in museum development, you will work with the curators to ensure that the Enola Gay exhibit provides a well-balanced examination of the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. You understand the importance of providing a holistic view of historical events in a way that is comprehensible to the public, who might not have extensive knowledge on the matter. You understand why the proposed exhibit draft is causing issues within veterans groups and will use your position on the Advisory Board to consult with the curators and advise them on how to properly display such a controversial historical event.

Public Opinion Points (POPs): 5
You may pool POPs with other players. You need them to “purchase” one or more Exhibit Demands on the second-to-last day of debate to guarantee that the Curators will include it in the Final Exhibit.
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