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General Information
Date: May 17, 2021
Grant Round: 17
Grant Number: M124
Institution Name(s): Kennesaw State University
Team Members (Name, Title, Department, Institutions if different, and email address for each):
· Renata Creekmur, Senior Lecturer in Italian, Department of Foreign Languages, rcreekmu@kennesaw.edu 
· Federica Santini, Professor of Italian and Interdisciplinary Studies, Department of Foreign Languages and Interdisciplinary Studies Department, fsantini@kennesaw.edu 
· Andrea Scapolo, Assistant Professor of Italian, Department of Foreign Languages, ascapolo@kennesaw.edu
Project Lead: Renata Creekmur
Course Name(s) and Course Numbers: Introduction to Italian Language and Culture I (Italian 1001), Introduction to Italian Language and Culture II (Italian 1002), Intermediate Language and Culture II (Italian 2001)
Final Semester of Project: Spring 2021
If applicable to your project:
Average Number of Students Per Course Section: 14
Number of Course Sections Affected by Implementation of Revised Resources: 17
Total Number of Students Affected by Implementation of Revised Resources: 250
1. Project Narrative
Describe the course of your revision or ancillary creation project, including
· A summary of your project’s purpose, plan, and timeline.
· The original works which were revised or added to, with links. For example, if you revised an open textbook, give the title, author, and link. 
· A narrative description of how the project’s plan was carried out.
· Lessons learned, including anything you would do differently next time.
The overarching goal for the project was to continue the transformation of the Lower-Level Italian courses at KSU started with a Round 12 Textbook Transformation Grant we received in Fall 2018 by: 
1. Revising the OER materials that we created for ITAL 1001 and ITAL 1002 courses; 
2. Creating additional materials in preparation for a fully OER-based ITAL 2001 course to complement the existing 1001 and 1002 OER courses. 
By extending the use of OER to our third semester courses, we continued to serve a more diverse population by helping underserved students, such as first-generation students, take full advantage of educational opportunities offered by our program. 

Italian 1001 and 1002 are foundational courses and Italian 1002 is part of the KSU General Education curriculum. In these two courses, students acquire effective communication skills in both the written and spoken language and an understanding of the practices and products of Italian culture. While we had fully implemented OER in these two courses thanks to our Round 12 Grant, Italian 2001 students were still required to purchase a textbook that is very costly. The addition of an OER for this course will positively impact student success and increase enrollment in the program. Because most students complete their requirement with Italian 1002, making the next level of Italian more affordable will encourage students to continue with the study of the language and therefore have a strong impact on the whole program. 

Project Timeline:
· June 1, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.: Virtual kick-off meeting. 
· June 2020: Analyzed feedback on the first year of implementation of OERs for ITAL 1001 & ITAL 1002
· July-September 2020: Revised OER for ITAL 1001 and 1002 

· October 2020: Set Learning Goals for ITAL 2001. Researched, collected, and organized OER materials for ITAL 2001 and assigned specific responsibilities to team members 
· November - December 2020: Created learning modules and related assessments for ITAL 2001 
· Spring 2021 - Tested samples of revised (ITAL 1001-1002) and newly created (ITAL 2001) materials into the courses, revised all materials 

· May 2020: Submission of final report to ALG 
Title and Link to original works that were revised and added to: 
Elementary Italian I & II

Renata Creekmur, Kennesaw State University
Federica Santini, Kennesaw State University
Andrea Scapolo, Kennesaw State University
https://oer.galileo.usg.edu/languages-collections/5/
In order to achieve our overarching goal, we completed the following steps:
- Revised existing OER (revise existing materials and assessments, and reorganize materials based on feedback received after the first two semesters of implementation);
- Created additional OER for ITAL 2001, Intermediate Italian, I. The newly created textbook is flexible, engaging, and tailored towards the needs of our learners. These new course materials include more authentic texts, which will allow us to adapt the curriculum to the specific needs and interests of our students;

- Continued to make OER materials available to the Italian teaching community locally and nationally. 

The group met regularly from June 2020 to May 2021, setting specific goals and adapting them over the months as the project took shape. The experience that we had acquired during the previous grant was extremely helpful for the completion of this new phase of the project.
Unfortunately, we experienced some technical difficulties with the platform we have been using, Softchalk, and although we were able to complete our work within the timeline, in the future we plan to explore a more reliable platform.
As a result of this project, we hope to be able to increase students’ recruitment, retention, and progression toward graduation, as well as learners’ preparation toward the global market, in accordance with the KSU mission to “enhance student success, improve institutional quality, and respond to public demand for higher education.”


2. Materials Description
Describe all the materials you have created or revised as part of this project. These descriptions may be used in the OpenALG repository description field. 
Introductory Italian, Level 1 and 2:
This is an introductory-level Open Textbook for Italian Language and Culture created by the Italian Studies Team at Kennesaw State University using a Round 12 Textbook Transformation Grant and revised through a Round 17 Continuous Improvement Grant. The textbook is composed of original instructional materials as well as links to existing educational and authentic materials.
The content is organized in two levels, and each level is composed of three units:
Elementary Italian Language and Culture I
Unit 1 - Io e l'università
Unit 2 - Il mondo del lavoro e la comunità
Unit 3 - Prodotti e culture alimentari
Elementary Italian Language and Culture II
Unit 1 - Il made in Italy
Unit 2 - Italian* ieri e oggi
Unit 3 - Il Grand Tour, viaggiare in Italia
Intermediate Italian, Level 1: 
This is an intermediate-level Open Textbook for Italian Language and Culture created by the Italian Studies Team at Kennesaw State University using a Round 17 Continuous Improvement Grant. The textbook is composed of original instructional materials as well as links to existing educational and authentic materials.
The content is organized in three units:
Intermediate Italian Language and Culture I
Unit 1 - Scienza e tecnologia
Unit 2 - Arte, storia e cultura italiane
Unit 3 - Impegno sociale e le sfide del futuro
3. Materials Links
If you are hosting your materials in places other than OpenALG, please provide these links in this section. Otherwise, leave blank. Note: we cannot access D2L or Canvas links.
All links to our instructional materials can be accessed here:
https://softchalkcloud.com/lesson/serve/8CEjiYtXl9vpNu/html

4. Future Plans
· Describe any planned or actual papers, presentations, publications, or other professional activities that you expect to produce that reflect your work on this project.
· Describe any plans to revise or add to these materials in the future. 
We plan to fully implement the revised and newly created materials during the Fall 2021 semester, and present findings at a disciplinary specific conference in the Spring of 2022.
We are planning to monitor the implementation of the OER, revise it and update it as appropriate, make changes and/or additions as necessary, and develop ancillary materials if support is available. In particular, we plan to work on transforming the Unit Projects into a comprehensive project-based learning experience.  


