
FALL 2022
Clayton State University, School of Arts and Sciences
Intermediate Spanish I (SPAN 2001)
CRN 85305, Section 90
3.0 Credit Hours (3-0-3)
*This course is 100% online *and* 100% OER (the textbook is provided free of charge 📕).
 
Instructor: Dr. Dennis Miller, Jr.                                                                                         
Email: DennisMiller@clayton.edu
Google number: (404) 913-4468
Office hours:  T/Th: 1 - 3 pm (f2f or virtual); S: 3 - 5 pm (virtual) (and by appointment) 📆⌚ 
 
Welcome to SPAN 2001! In this course you continue to develop the four basic language skills of speaking, listening, reading, and writing. You will use these skills to expand your knowledge of the cultures of the Spanish-speaking peoples of the world. Moreover, the emphasis of this course is on spoken and written communication. This is the first part of a two-semester Intermediate Spanish course sequence.
 

Catalog Description: Grammar review and continued development of the student's reading,  conversation, and composition skills with readings from literary sources in Spanish. 
 

We are piloting an OER this semester which is included in D2L, which you can also access here.

 
**In addition to the materials within D2L, there are two external web links used: 1)one generates flashcards to practice vocabulary (embedded within the course); 2)At the end of each lesson, there are optional Kahoot! games, should you like to review the lesson with a game of Kahoot!.

 
 
Desire2Learn (Online Classroom):
 
On-line activity will take place in Desire2Larn, the virtual classroom for your course. Posting of your work in D2L is a course requirement.
 
You can gain access to Desire2Learn by signing on to the SWAN portal and selecting: “D2L” on the top right side. If you experience any difficulties in Desire2Learn, please email or call the HUB at TheHub@mail.clayton.edu or (678) 466-HELP. You will need to provide the date and time of the problem, your SWAN username, the name of the course that you are attempting to access, and your instructor’s name.
 

Course Objectives:
 
After completing this course:
 
· Students successfully completing SPAN 2001 should be able to comprehend oral and written forms and to communicate on a variety of topics in Spanish. To achieve this level of communication, students must be able to negotiate Spanish in all major time frames, and must possess the grammatical and cultural skills to function in basic daily situations, to give short descriptions of objects, people, and places, to express feelings, and to present a simple opinion.
· Students should demonstrate an understanding of their languages and cultures in relation to the practices, products, and perspectives of the culture(s) of Spanish speaking countries.
· Students should reinforce and further their knowledge of other disciplines through Spanish.
· Students should show evidence of enrichment through an authentic experience in Spanish.

 
Course Policies
General Policy: Students must abide by policies in the Clayton State University Student Handbook, and the Basic Undergraduate Student Responsibilities

Unit Breakdown:
 
This course is designed to provide you with the best online learning experience possible. The content is presented in a variety of formats including online content, multimedia tutorials, quizzes and opportunities for interaction with other students and the instructor.
 
There are four (4) chapters in this course:
 
· Module 1: Fiestas y vacaciones
· Module 2: De viaje por el caribe
· Module 3: El ciclo de la vida
· Module 4: Los viajes
 
Each module is centered around a topic. Be sure to progress through these modules in order. You will have the following in each chapter:
 
· Overview
· Vocabulary
· Grammar (generally three grammar points per chapter)
· Assessments
 
Your vocabulary and grammar modules each contain: 1)a PDF explanation that I wrote; 2)homework quizzes. For each homework assignment, you have unlimited attempts. In subsequent attempts you will only have to re-answer any questions you may have missed the first time. The assessment modules contain two things: 1)an extra credit practice test for that particular chapter; 2)your main chapter exam. I *strongly* encourage you to try the extra credit practice quizzes *before* you complete the lesson quiz itself.

                                                                                            Late policy:
Students should make every effort to turn work in by the due date as outlined in due dates. Late work may have a penalty at the discretion of the instructor. Please contact me to discuss your options if you've missed or know you will miss turning in work by the due date. More below:
Late Assignments: They are accepted a week after the due date, no penalty. After a week, any late assignments will be considered on a case by case basis. Please reach out to me anytime you would like an extension.
Late Quizzes: They are accepted a week after the due date, no penalty. After the week grace period, if the student is unable to offer a valid excuse/reason, there may be a penalty. As always, please reach out to me if you need an extension on a quiz (or any assignment).
Late Discussions: They are accepted a week after the due date, no penalty. If there is no valid reason why they were completed late, there may be a penalty of ten point deduction per week late. Please reach out to me if you need an extension; I check my email every day.
Any other late assignments? First step: please reach out to me! I am here to help you succeed in this course! 😎

· Grading Scale:
· A         100-90%                                             D         69-60%
· B         89-80%                                               F          59-0%
· C         79-70%
Breakdown of required assessments:
Grade Breakdown
	GRADED ACTIVITY
	WEIGHT

	Video Boards
	5%

	Video Quizzes
	5%

	Homework Quizzes
	40%

	Lesson Quizzes & Syllabus Quizzes
	45%

	Final Project
	5%


 
Assessment of student learning:
	Item:
	Worth:
	Description:

	Video Boards
	5%
	There is an initial introductory video board to get us used to the process. There are also a total of eight; two per lesson. The first video board for each lesson is strictly pronunciation practice. I read a posted script that recycles the lesson's main points, and you will read exactly what the script says. The second video board will be based on the question/theme related to the lesson. 

	Video Quizzes
	5%
	Each instructional video has questions embedded throughout. These have unlimited attempts, and, the videos range from 3 minutes to 15 minutes (there are two longer ones because they cover more challenging points.

	Homework Quizzes
	40%
	All homework quizzes have unlimited attempts.. On subsequent attempts (unlimited attempts!), you will only be presented with questions you answered incorrectly, so as to give you a better idea of where you need additional studying or assistance. 

	Lesson Quizzes
	45%
	There are a total of four Lesson Exams. Each one covers all the main points presented in each lesson. I suggest you complete the extra credit practice tests *before* you take the Lesson Exam itself. The syllabus quiz used to take attendance must be completed by August 25.

	Final Project 
	5%
	You will create a PPT (or a video if you prefer) selecting one of the themes listed under the module dedicated to the final narrated PPT. *Sample final projects from previous semesters are found under content. The final project is due December 5th.


 
Grading Turnaround:
· Chapter exams will take a few days to review -- feedback should be expected within 2-5 days after the final due date of the exam.
· Video boards will be reviewed and feedback provided via the D2L grade book within 2-5 days of the final due date.
· Any homework quiz labeled “manually graded" will be assessed and posted in the gradebook within 2 – 5 days of the final due date.
· Any questions regarding feedback related to submitted exams or assignments should be emailed to me at DennisMiller@clayton.edu. Expect a response within 1-2 business days (M-F).
 
	ASSIGNMENT:
	DUE DATES:

	VIDEO BOARDS (5%):
	

	Introductory Video Board
	August 25

	Video Boards for Chapter 8
	September 6

	Video Boards for Chapter 9
	October 4

	Video Boards for Chapter 10
	November 1

	Video Boards for Chapter 11
	November 29

	VIDEO QUIZZES (5%):
	 

	Video Quizzes for Chapter 8
	September 12

	Video Quizzes for Chapter 9
	October 10

	Video Quizzes for Chapter 10
	November 7

	Video Quizzes for Chapter 11
	December 10

	HOMEWORK QUIZZES (40%):
	

	Homework Quizzes for Chapter 8
	September 12

	Homework Quizzes for Chapter 9
	October 10

	Homework Quizzes for Chapter 10
	November 7

	Homework Quizzes for Chapter 11
	December 10

	LESSON EXAMS (45%):
	

	Syllabus Quiz #1
	August 25

	Syllabus Quiz #2
	available October 10 - October 31

	Exam #1 (Chapter 8)
	available September 8 - 12

	Exam #2 (Chapter 9)
	available October 6 - 10

	Exam #3 (Chapter 10)
	available November 3 - 7

	Exam #4 (Chapter 10)
	available December 6 - 10

	FINAL PROJECT (5%)
	

	Final Project
	December 5


Mid-term Progress Report:
The mid-term grade in this course, which will be available in our D2L class (midterm grades are not assigned in short summer sessions), reflects approximately 30% of the entire course grade.  Based on this grade, students may choose to withdraw from the course and receive a grade of "W."  Students pursuing this option must fill out an official withdrawal form, available in the Office of the Registrar, by mid-term, which occurs on October 7. Instructions for withdrawing are provided at this link.
The last day to withdraw without academic accountability is Friday, October 7.
Important dates:
	Events:
	Date(s)

	Classes begin:
	August 13

	Last day for students to report to class:
	August 25

	Midpoint - Grade Reporting Period:
	September 28 - October 4

	Last Day to Withdraw and receive a W:
	October 7

	Classes End:
	December 5

	Holidays:
	September 5; November 23 - November 25.

	Final Exam Period:
	December 6 - 12


 
 
 
OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION:
 

Academic Dishonesty: Any type of activity that is considered dishonest by reasonable standards may constitute academic misconduct. The most common forms of academic misconduct are cheating and plagiarism.  All instances of academic dishonesty will result in a grade of zero for the work involved.  All instances of academic dishonesty will be reported to the Office of Student Life/Judicial Affairs. Judicial procedures can be found here. 
 

Disruption of the Learning Environment: Behavior which disrupts the teaching–learning process during class activities will not be tolerated.  While a variety of behaviors can be disruptive in a classroom setting, more serious examples include belligerent, abusive, profane, and/or threatening behavior.  A student who fails to respond to reasonable faculty direction regarding classroom behavior and/or behavior while participating in classroom activities may be dismissed from class.  A student who is dismissed is entitled to due process and will be afforded such rights as soon as possible following dismissal.  If found in violation, a student may be administratively withdrawn and may receive a grade of WF.  A more detailed description of examples of disruptive behavior and appeal procedures is provided here.
 

Computer Requirement: Each CSU student is required to have ready access throughout the semester to a notebook computer that meets faculty-approved hardware and software requirements for the student's academic program. Students will sign a statement attesting to such access.  For further information on CSU's Official Notebook Computer Policy, please click here. 
 
 
Computer Skill Prerequisites 💻:
•           Able to use the WindowsTM operating system 
•           Able to use Microsoft WordTM word processing 
•           Able to send and receive e-mail using OutlookTM or Outlook ExpressTM 
•           Able to attach and retrieve attached files via email 
•           Able to use a Web browser.
 

Email etiquette:
• You are expected to write as you would in any professional correspondence. Email communication should be courteous and respectful in manner and tone. Also, formal, grammatically correct English should be employed in all emails; please do not write in the form of “text messaging.”
• Please do not expect an immediate response via email (normally, a response will be sent as soon as possible). Generally, allow a response within 24 hours during the week and 48 hours on the weekends/holidays. If your email question is sent at the last minute it may not be possible to send you a response before an assignment is due or a test is given. 
• Emails that are not written in a professional, formal context, using standard, grammatically correct English will not receive a response. A professional email will include: a)a subject heading with our class listed (SPAN 2001) and b)complete sentences (with the first letter of each sentence capitalized) using punctuation;  and c)formal, academic English (or Spanish if you prefer!).  

 
***DISCLAIMER
A syllabus is not a contract. The instructor reserves the right to alter the course requirements, the syllabus, and/or assignments based on new materials, class discussions, or other legitimate pedagogical objectives. Any changes will be discussed with the class. Students who miss the day changes are discussed are responsible for getting the notification from other students in that class.
 
 
EXPECTATIONS FOR THE NARRATED POWER POINT
By when does it need to be submitted? December 5
General Rules:
· You should use at least five slides
· Your voice over in Spanish should last at least five minutes
· You are welcome to add a topic that isn’t here, such as something related to your professional goal.
· TOPICS:
· **You may make up your own topic, but here are some ideas:
· (1) Pretend you went to a party last weekend. Where was it? Who was there? What did you bring to the party? What did you do there? Etc. 
· (2) Your childhood. What were you like as a child? What did you like (not like) to do? What was a typical day like for your and your family? Etc. 
· (3) Pretend you are with your child. S/he is being a bit mischievous, and you are forced to give lots of commands, affirmative and negative. (
· (4) You are teacher at a local high school. What types of commands do you give your students? How do they react? What types of commands do they give you?  
· (5) Your ideal house. What is the house of your dreams like? Describe its setup. Where will you live? What will you do in each room?
·  (6) Describe your ideal boyfriend/girlfriend/partner. What is s/he like? Using a variety of adjectives and verbs, what makes her/him ideal? 
· (7) How can we be successful in life? You give general advice on what people can to do to be successful in life (can be financially successfully, successful regarding one’s health, how to be successful in a relationship) using the present subjunctive (Chapter 11)
· (8)General topic: What are your favorite holidays in the U.S.? Why? What is your favorite holiday in Latin America? Why?
· (9)General topic: What are cultural aspects you like/dislike about the U.S.? What are cultural aspects that you like/dislike about Latin America?
· (10)General topic: In what country/countries are you most interested in Latin America? Why? Or, feel free to focus on a particular group in Latin America, such as: Aztecs, Mayan, Incans; Afro-Latinos; Asian populations in Latin America, etc.
 
Weapons on Campus: Clayton State University is committed to providing a safe environment for our students, faculty, staff, and visitors. Information on laws and policies regulating weapons on campus are available here.

Personal/Emotional Concerns
A range of issues can cause barriers to learning, such as stress, strained relationships, feeling down, difficulty concentrating, and lack of motivation.  During the semester, if you find that life stressors are interfering with your academic or personal success, consider contacting Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS.)  All students are eligible for counseling services at no charge.  CAPS is located in Edgewater Hall, Room 245.  You can reach them by phone at 678-466-5406 or email to request an appointment at counseling@clayton.edu.  Students can reach the 24/7 Support Line by calling 833-855-0084.

COVID Health and Safety Statement
 
Clayton State University is committed to providing and promoting a healthy and safe learning environment. Anyone who is feeling ill should refrain from coming to campus and should consult the symptoms related to COVID to determine if a visit to a physician or clinic is necessary. Any faculty, staff or student who has tested positive for COVID or has been potentially exposed to someone with COVID should report their case using the COVID Reporting Form before coming to campus. Once the report is submitted you will receive further instructions via your CSU email. Individuals on campus who choose to wear a face mask are free to do so at any time.
 

