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1. Project Narrative

I improved LING 3040 (History of English Language) by creating a new OER textbook: Language Connections with the Past: A History of the English Language. 

The purpose of the text was to replace the textbook I had been using, A Biography of the English Language by C.M. Millward and Mary Hayes. While this is a very good text and is often used in this type of course, it is expensive ($60). In addition, the textbook is a bit advanced for an introductory course, so I would not use large sections of this text in my course. While there are other texts, none seemed to fit my purpose for this course. Thus, I decided to create my own textbook. The idea was to create an OER text that was tailored to what I thought students needed in this type of course. 

While there are some OER materials pertaining to the history of the English language, I could not locate a text that fit with my purpose. In the end, I used materials from open sources. I also asked for permission to use and adapt materials that were copyrighted. I also wrote large portions of the textbook myself.  Below, I list the sources that I used.

Open sources that I used with revisions:
Abbott, J., Treharne, E., & Fafinski, M. Beowulf for All. ARC Humanities Press.
Allard-Kropp, M. (2020).  Languages and worldview. Open Educational Resources 
	Collection. Available at: https://irl.umsl.edu/oer/17
Anderson, Catherine. (2022). Essentials of linguistics. Open Educational Resources Collection. 	Available at https://ecampusontario.pressbooks.pub/essentialsoflinguistics/
Animal Language (Wikipedia contributors, 2022).
Early Modern English (Wikipedia contributors, 2022).
Linguistics/Introduction (Wikibooks contributors, 2022).
Middle English Phonology (Wikipedia contributors, 2022).
Old English Phonology (Wikipedia contributors, 2022).
Phonology (Wikipedia contributors, 2022).
Robinson, B.J., & Getty, L. (Eds.). British Literature: Middle Ages to the Eighteenth Century 
and Neoclassicism. University of North Georgia Press.

Sources that are copyrighted, but used with permission:
Mastin, Luke. The History of English. (Material was used and adapted with permission.)
Stroud, Kevin. The History of English Podcast. (Material was used and adapted with permission.)
Whitman, N. (2015). Why English has words with silent letters. Podcast on Quick and Dirty 	Tips: Grammar Girl (Used with permission).

Copyrighted sources that I used (with proper citations):
Bauer, L. and Trudgill, P. (Eds.) (1998). Language myths. London: Penguin Books.
Cochran, G. & Harending, H. (2009). The 10,000 Year Explosion: How Civilization Accelerated 	Human Evolution. New York: Basic Books.
Crystal, D. (2003). Encyclopedia of the English language (Second Edition). Cambridge 	University Press. 
Crystal, D. (2018). Middle English. British Library Website.  
Crystal, D. (2007). The fight for English: How language pundits ate, shot, and left. Oxford 	University Press. 
Curzan, Anne and Adams, Michael. (2012). How English works: A linguistic introduction. 	Boston: Longman.
Fennell, B. (1998). A History of English. A Sociolinguistic Approach. Oxford: Blackwell.
Fromkin, V., Hymes, N., and Rodman, R. (2017). An introduction to language. Boston: 
Wadsworth, Cengage Learning.
Jean-Baptiste Michel*, Yuan Kui Shen, Aviva Presser Aiden, Adrian Veres, Matthew K. Gray, 	William Brockman, The Google Books Team, Joseph P. Pickett, Dale Hoiberg, Dan 	Clancy, Peter Norvig, Jon Orwant, Steven Pinker, Martin A. Nowak, and Erez Lieberman 	Aiden*. Quantitative Analysis of Culture Using Millions of Digitized Books. Science 	(Published online ahead of print: 12/16/2010).
Milllward, C. & Hayes, M. (2012). A Biography of the English Language. Wadsworth: Boston.
Weiner, E. (2012). Grammar in early modern English. Oxford English Dictionary Website. 
	https://public.oed.com/blog/grammar-in-early-modern-english/
Weiner, E. (2012). Early modern English pronunciation and spelling. Oxford English Dictionary 
Website. https://public.oed.com/blog/early-modern-english-pronunciation-and-spelling/

I wrote and compiled the work over 2022. I have one chapter for each of the major periods of the history of English. These chapters match each week of the semester. 

I also used the grant money to hire voice actors to read my lectures over the chapters. These lectures were written to explain and reinforce the material in the chapters. The voice actors were hired because they have different accents in English. This was used to engage students and to illustrate a major point in the text: language changes which results in various accents in English. The lectures also include embedded quiz questions with feedback. These lectures are housed on the Kennesaw State Media Space site. In addition, Open ALG will house MP4s of these lectures, but these MP4s will not have the quiz features. Below I provide the URLs of the lectures. 

For one of the lectures, I hired Kennesaw State University theater students to read my lecture in an Irish accent. These students had recently taken an acting course in how to act using accents. 

I think the biggest lesson I learned was that there are lots of OER materials available. However, they are not always of high quality. That said, I would spend a bit more time asking for permission to use copyrighted material. This is a bit tricky because not every author is willing to share. However, I believe this would be the best way to improve OER materials.
2. Materials Description

Language Connections with the Past: A History of the English Language is a textbook covering the major events and time periods in the history of the English language. The text begins with a general overview of linguistic concepts and terminology. Then the text traces the history of the English language from its Indo-European roots to the Early Modern English Period. The text also includes samples of literature from the different periods.
Eight video lectures accompany the textbook. Many of the lectures are read by voice actors in various English dialects to engage students and to illustrate features of various English dialects.
The textbook and lectures are licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 4.0 (CC BY) License.
3. Materials Links

Introduction
https://mediaspace.kennesaw.edu/media/Language_Connections_Intro/1_a1bz3qdc

Chapter 1 An Introduction to Linguistics
https://mediaspace.kennesaw.edu/media/Language_Connections_Ch1_Quiz/1_u7xf8bgj

Chapter 2 An Introduction to English Phonology
https://mediaspace.kennesaw.edu/media/Language_Connections_Ch2_Quiz/1_2zk43au7

Chapter 3 Indo-European Roots of English
https://mediaspace.kennesaw.edu/media/Linguistic_Connections_Ch_3_Quiz/1_ffpxbkf5

Chapter 4 Old English Outer History
https://mediaspace.kennesaw.edu/media/Language_Connections_Ch4_Quiz/1_ya67vdql

Chapter 5 Old English Inner History
https://mediaspace.kennesaw.edu/media/Language_Connections_Ch5_Quiz/1_vqy0w4zd

Chapter 6 Middle English Outer History
https://mediaspace.kennesaw.edu/media/Language_Connections_Ch6_Quiz/1_kbxxjr7z

Chapter 7 Middle English Inner History
https://mediaspace.kennesaw.edu/media/Language_Connections_Ch7_Quiz/1_03ukobho

Chapter 8 Early Modern English Outer History
https://mediaspace.kennesaw.edu/media/Language_Connections_Ch8_Quiz/1_9fuxdfz7

4. Future Plans

As I teach this course, I will review the chapters. I will look for ways to revise and improve the textbook in all aspects. This will include small items like correcting any typos/rough sentences to larger concerns like revising the material. I will also include more videos and update the current videos.
