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General Information
Date: 12/20/2021
Grant Round: 1
Grant Number: M133
Institution Name(s): Georgia Highlands College
Team Members (Name, Title, Department, Institutions if different, and email address for each):
· Jayme Akers Feagin, Professor of History, jfeagin@highlands.edu
· Karen Huggin, Professor of History, khuggin@highlands.edu
Project Lead: Jayme Akers Feagin
Course Name(s) and Course Numbers: HIST 2154
Final Semester of Project: Fall 2021
If applicable to your project:
Average Number of Students Per Course Section: 11
Number of Course Sections Affected by Implementation of Revised Resources: 2
Total Number of Students Affected by Implementation of Revised Resources: 22 (but hoping to grow the course, since this was the first time it was offered)
1. Project Narrative
Describe the course of your revision or ancillary creation project, including
· A summary of your project’s purpose, plan, and timeline.
· The original works which were revised or added to, with links. For example, if you revised an open textbook, give the title, author, and link. 
· A narrative description of how the project’s plan was carried out.
· Lessons learned, including anything you would do differently next time.

The primary goal of this project was to bring back HIST 2154 (Minorities in American History), a course that had not been taught at GHC in the 5 years preceding this grant-funded project. This was a real loss to our students and to GHC overall. We believe that is essential that students be exposed to different voices in the historical narrative of the United States, since diversity has been central to the American project since its inception. Such a recognition is essential to helping students recognize their role in American society today. In more practical terms, because this course can serve as an Area E elective for every transfer pathway and an Area F elective for 8 different pathways, reviving the HIST 2154 course offered hundreds of students additional options for completing their degrees in a timely fashion. 
A secondary goal was to use the resources identified/created in this project to supplement the existing OER materials used in HIST 2111 and 2112 at GHC, namely The American Yawp, a high quality, accessible online textbook used in most of our American history sections. Ideally, we hoped the teaching and learning material created for the HIST 2154 master course would serve a double function by helping instructors find more effective (and less overwhelming) ways of incorporating minority voices into the more traditional historical narrative offered by The American Yawp. 
We began this project in Summer 2020, after funding was approved by Affordable Learning Georgia. Initially, we hoped to begin work in late spring of that year, but we were delayed by COVID and the need to facilitate the transition to virtual learning within the School of Social Sciences and Education. Thus, we did not begin resource building until Fall 2020. Our hopes for a first implementation in Spring 2021 was likewise delayed by COVID. Though we tried very hard to enroll enough students to make the course “run,” we could not, so we had to wait until Summer 2021 to launch the pilot and Fall 2021 to revise/share the material.
Our experience offered a number of lessons to improve this course in the future. The immediate focus will have to be on recruiting students into the course. This course had not been taught in a few years when we began this project; between that and challenges posed by COVID-19m, we had a difficult time enrolling enough students to make the course sections cost-effective for the college. Our Dean and department chairs believe in the value of the course and were willing to run a small course, but we will need to increase enrollment to make it sustainable overall. The best way to do that is to be able to offer the course online, so students from all of our 5 campuses can participate. To that end, we have created a “master course” in our learning management system that can be shared with other instructors so that the logistics of teaching the course are easier.
We would also like to solicit feedback on the materials that we have created. Much like the historical narrative that we sought to complicate, we are only two people, representing only two experiences. Feedback from instructors with different experiences and different kinds of expertise will only serve to make the material better.
Finally, we are hoping to address a couple of pedagogical issues/opportunities that are described in question 4 (Future Plans) below. 

2. Materials Description
Describe all the materials you have created or revised as part of this project. These descriptions may be used in the OpenALG repository description field. Include the open license your materials will be shared under—for most materials, this will be an Attribution 4.0 License (CC BY) as required in the Grants Request for Proposals.
All materials were created under a CC-BY license. This is indicated on the front page of the LibGuide.
The LibGuide linked in this document includes multiple OER components that are useful for teaching a Minorities in American History course. 
· Compiled - There are links to videos, readings, primary sources, and pre-made primary source activities from various source offering materials in the public domain or available under a CC license.

· Created – To facilitate use of this material, the instructors on this grant created a host of teaching material, including guiding questions, key concept self-assessment charts, study guides, discussion questions, sample module lesson plans for online and face-to-face versions of the course, and summative assessment options.

· Experimental - The course has also included a reflection assignment that was given to students in the pilot sections, asking them to comment on the course, to make suggestions for improvement, and to identify ways that students can take ownership of the course material and the historical process. 

3. Materials Links
If you are hosting your materials in places other than OpenALG, please provide these links in this section. Otherwise, leave blank. Note: we cannot access D2L or Canvas links.
https://getlibraryhelp.highlands.edu/c.php?g=1202935 
4. Future Plans
· Describe any planned or actual papers, presentations, publications, or other professional activities that you expect to produce that reflect your work on this project.
· Describe any plans to revise or add to these materials in the future. 
After creating/teaching the course and compiling the LibGuide to share our resources, a few things stood out that we would like to address in future incarnations of the material.
· We found a good amount of OER material for contextualizing Native American and African American voices. These resources include OER textbooks and several video series. We found less existing material for Latinx, Asian American, and women’s voices and believe that creating such resources would be helpful for students in the long run.

· This grant experimented with bits of open pedagogy (defined as “a high-impact practice that empowers students by providing them an opportunity to engage in information creation through the use of renewable assignments. As creators of information, students in these courses gain a greater understanding of the rights and responsibilities associated with information ownership so they may make informed decisions about their own intellectual property.” (“Introduction to Open Pedagogy, UT Arlington Library, CC-BY-NC]. Particularly in a course like this, which is focused on reinserting underrepresented voices into the historical narrative and undermining the power dynamic that underwrites traditional approaches to history, we believe it would be useful to explore further options for open pedagogy, like having students help compile a primary source reader that or create OER videos for topics pertaining to Latinx, Asian American, or women’s history.


