WORLD REGIONAL GEOGRAPHY

Professor:  
Class Time & Room: 

Office Hours:  

Phone, email:  

Department web page:  

Course Description:

This is an introductory course in world regional geography which aims to introduce students to the discipline of geography through a survey of the major political regions of the world.  The course is a blend of physical and human geography, i.e, it will focus on the ways in which the “natural” physical environment of landforms and waterways has contributed to shaping processes of human development, while also examining how human societies transform that physical environment in their processes of development.  Key issues and themes which will be examined in each region include globalization, nature and the environment, population, food and agriculture, economic development, gender, and the use and misuse of that critical natural resource, water.  Emphasis will be placed on recognizing the increasing spatial interdependence of the major regions of the world. 

The course follows a lecture and discussion format, and students should come to class prepared to respond to and discuss the content of lectures and assigned readings.  

Textbook:  

There is no required textbook for this course.  All required and recommended readings will be posted to D2L (see below)  
Course Goals:

(1) Students will be able to identify key features of the major regions of the world with regard to their physical and cultural geographies.  In particular, students will be able to discuss the core course themes of globalization, nature and the environment, population, food and agriculture, economic development, gender and water with regard to each region.  

(2) Students will be able to describe how the natural physical environment has contributed to the shaping of social processes in each region, and in turn how those social processes have contributed to the transformation of the environment. 

(3) Students will be able to discuss the regions of the world in terms of their increasing spatial interdependence, i.e., the relationships that exist between each given region and the other regions of the world.  

(4) Students will be able to discuss current events in the regions studied from a geographical perspective. 

(5) Students will develop their abilities to engage in critical thinking and effective communication. 

Grading Policy 

The course grade will be made up of the following:  

Exam scores:  There will be two, non-cumulative multiple-choice exams over the course of the semester.  Each exam will be worth 150 points.  Exam dates are listed on the course schedule below.  Detailed review sheets for each exam will be posted to D2L one week prior to the exam date.  All exam questions will come from the review sheet.  The purpose of the questions will be to test your comprehension of core concepts, not your memorization of minor details (dates, names of individuals, etc.).   Exam scores comprise about 26% of your final course grade.  
Quiz scores:  There will be seven online quizzes over required readings, which will be posted to D2L.  Quizzes must be taken prior to the class for which the reading is assigned. The quizzes will be timed and done in D2L.  Quizzes are designed to simply check whether you did the reading – to separate readers from non-readers.  They will focus on key points which anyone who did the reading should be able to answer questions about, and will not focus on minor details, i.e., if you read carefully, you should be able to do fine on the quizzes without “studying” the reading or attempting to memorize details from it.  There are a total of  7 required readings, and online quizzes over them, over the course of the semester.  Quizzes are worth 25 points each.  Quiz dates are listed on the course schedule below.  Quiz scores comprise about 28% of your final course grade.  
Written Reactions to Documentaries Watched in Class:  We will watch eight documentaries in class over the course of the semester.  You will be required to write a 1-2 page (double-spaced) reaction to any three of these. These reactions will be posted to D2L.  Your reactions should include:  A brief summary of the film, which provides enough information to not only let me know that you watched and paid attention to it, but provides enough information about the film so that someone who hadn’t seen it could make sense of your review; a brief reaction to the film which explains why you liked or didn’t like it, and what you learned from it; and an attempt to connect the content of the film to at least one of the themes of the course.  I will give A’s to reactions which not only follow the directions of the assignment but are clearly written and interesting to read; B’s will be given to reactions which follow directions but are less clear and well-organized, or show less creative engagement with the material; and a grade of C or below will be given to reactions that either did not follow directions in some way, show a lack of effort, or leave me wondering whether you actually paid attention during the film.  Reactions can exceed 2 pages if necessary, though should not go beyond 4.  Each reaction is worth 25 points.  Due dates are listed on the course schedule below.  Reactions to documentaries comprise about 14% of your final course grade.  
Articles Submitted for World Regional Study Project:  This semester we will be focusing on the following 8 regions:  North America, Central & South America, Russia & the Post-Soviet States, North Africa and Southwest Asia (the Middle East), Sub-Saharan Africa, East Asia, and Southeast Asia.  You will choose one of these regions, and will be required to find and post news articles related to our course themes as they relate to your assigned region over the course of the semester (see course schedule below for due dates).  For example, the first World Regional Study Project article is due before class on (date).  The theme is globalization.  If your region is Africa, you will be responsible for finding and submitting an article relating to Africa and globalization to D2L prior to class on (date).  Along with the article, you should write one or two sentences as to why you found the article interesting and one or two sentences as to how it relates to the theme (in this case, globalization).  You should come to class prepared to summarize your article and connect it to course themes.  You will do this with a partner in class.  Over the course of the semester, your effort to find quality articles that you are actually interested in discussing with someone will determine the quality of your in-class discussions, and whether you benefit from this aspect of the course.  You will find, submit, and discuss 8 articles over the course of the semester.  Each article posting is worth 15 points.  Articles submitted for the World Regional Study Project comprise about 14% of your final course grade.  

End-of-term World Regional Study Project Poster Display:  At the end of the semester, you will make a poster which does two things:  1) explores a particular issue as it relates to one of our course themes in your region (e.g., if your theme is Southeast Asia and you’ve chosen the theme of gender, your poster might focus on the rights of women in Cambodia).  The content of your poster will probably build upon one of the articles you submitted as part of your World Regional Study Project 2) shows one way in which your region is connected to (insert name of your own city/region here) (perhaps through a focus on immigration, economic connections, etc).  More details will be provided about the poster display in class.  I have reserved a large room so that we will be able to view the displays as a class.  Your poster display will be worth 100 points, and comprises about 9% of your final course grade.  

Attendance/In-Class Work:  Your Attendance/In-Class Work grade is worth a total of 100 points, so, for example, if I collect in-class work 10 times over the course of the semester, each submission is worth 10 points.  Your attendance/in class grade comprises about 9% of your final course grade.  

Extra Credit:  Most of the lectures given in class will be based on non-required readings.  Non-required readings are not in bold below, and there is no online quiz associated with them.  You may read and write a 1-2 page reactions to any or all of these readings for extra credit which will be worth up to one point on your final course grade.  Instructions and grading criteria are the same as for the “written reactions to documentaries watched in class,” discussed above (though a good effort will typically result in a full point of extra credit, half or zero credit will be received for sub-standard work).  To receive credit for these assignments, you must post your reaction to D2L prior to the start of the class in which the lecture on that chapter is given.   There are a total of 10 non-required readings, so if you choose to do all of these extra-credit assignments, you can thus earn a total of 10 extra credit points toward your final course grade, such that a final course grade of 80 can become a 90 with this extra credit.  Doing the extra credit assignments is an excellent way to make up for missed in-class work or a poor quiz or exam grade.  

Deadlines:  All deadlines must be met.  No make-up tests/assignments will be given without a valid medical excuse accompanied by a doctor’s note.  

Final Course Grades Will Be Calculated This Way:  

(A) Exams (2)                  (2 x 150 Points) = 300

(B) Quizzes (16)                 (16 x 20 Points) = 320
(C) Written Reactions to Documentaries (8 x 20) = 160  

(D) Articles World Regional Study Projects (16 x 10) = 160

(E) End of Term Poster Display = 100 

(F) Attendance/In-Class Work = 100
The following grading scale will be used:  Total points = 1140
1020 and higher = A

906-1019 = B

792-905 = C

678-791 = D

677 and below = F 

Academic Honesty:  It is crucial that all work you submit be your own work, and that any sources you use in your work are properly cited.  Plagiarism or cheating will be handled through the established procedures of the University Judiciary Program, which can result in an “informal” resolution by a faculty member, resulting in a grade adjustment, or a formal hearing procedure, which may subject a student to a minimum one semester suspension.  See Section II of the Student Code of Conduct in the KSU Undergraduate and Graduate Catalogs.  

ADA Statement:  Kennesaw State University provides program accessibility and reasonable accommodations for persons defined as disabled under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act.  Kennesaw State University’s Disability Support Services can be accessed at http://www.kennesaw.edu/stu_dev/dsss/dsss.html
(Date) is the last day to withdraw without academic penalty.  

The professor has the right to alter this syllabus at his discretion.  

GEOG 1101 TENTATIVE SCHEDULE – Subject to change by Professor

Date                                    Topic 

North America 

Week 1                               *Listen to lectures & post responses as directed
                                           *Read & take online quiz over "Introduction" and        

                                             "Farming Carbon," by David Montgomery 

                                            *Article assignments (see “Articles Connected to 





   Course Readings” section above for assignment 





   details)

Week 2                              *Listen to lectures & post responses as directed





*Read & take online quiz over “Introduction,”  

 



  and “Big Pig,” by Barry Estabrook




*Watch & write reaction to “The River & the Wall” 




               (See “Written Reactions to Documentaries”        

                                             section above for Assignment details 




            *Article assignments (see “Articles Connected to 





   Course Readings” section above for assignment 





   details)

Central & South America 

 Week 3                              *Listen to lectures & post responses as directed





 *Read & take online quiz over “Forests,” by Gaia 

 



  Vince




             * Article assignments (see “Articles Connected to 





   Course Readings” section above for assignment 





   details)

Week 4                              *Listen to lectures & post responses as directed





*Read & take online quiz over “Paraguay, Brazil, 





  Argentina: The United Soy Republic,” by Marie-





  Monique Robin





*Read & take online quiz over “Paraguay, Brazil, 





  Argentina: The United Soy Republic,” by Marie-





  Monique Robin





*Watch & write reaction to “Connected by Coffee” 




               (See “Written Reactions to Documentaries”        

                                             section above for Assignment details 




            * Article assignments (see “Articles Connected to 





   Course Readings” section above for assignment 





   details)

Europe
Week 5           

*Listen to lectures & post responses as directed
*Read & take online quiz over "Copenhagen:

  Bicycle  City," by Henderson and Gulsrud 




            * Article assignments (see “Articles Connected to 





   Course Readings” section above for assignment 





   details)

Week 6                              *Listen to lectures & post responses as directed

*Read & take online quiz over "Chinese Immigration    and the Made in Italy Brand" (excerpt), by Elizabeth L. Krause




*Watch & write reaction to “Danube: Europe’s  




Amazon”(See “Written Reactions to Documentaries”        

                                             section above for Assignment details 




            * Article assignments (see “Articles Connected to 





   Course Readings” section above for assignment 





   details)

Russia and the Post-Soviet States

Week 7                  *Listen to lectures & post responses as directed
*Read & take online quiz over "Who Lost Russia?," by Joseph        Stiglitz 




*Article assignments (see “Articles Connected to 




  Course Readings” section above for assignment 




  details)

Week 8                  Exam



 *Listen to lecture & post responses as directed




 *Read & take online quiz over “Freedom of Speech,” by 



   Anne Garrels




  *Watch & write reaction to “Katya, Vitya, Dima” 




     (See “Written Reactions to Documentaries”        

                                   section above for Assignment details 

               * Article assignments (see “Articles Connected to 
      Course Readings” section above for assignment 

      details)

North Africa and Southwest Asia
Week 9                      *Listen to lectures & post responses as directed
                                                    *Read & take online quiz over "The Arab Uprisings and 

                                                      Their Fallout," by James L. Gelvin

 



     *Article assignments (see “Articles Connected to 




       Course Readings” section above for assignment details)

Week 10                      *Listen to lectures & post responses as directed

       *Read & take online quiz over "Climate Change and the 

        Syrian Revolution," by Marwa Daoudy  



       *Watch & write reaction to “In Syria” 




         (See “Written Reactions to Documentaries”        

                                        section above for Assignment details 

       *Article assignments (see “Articles Connected to 




          Course Readings” section above for assignment 




          details)

Sub-Saharan Africa
     Week 11                     *Listen to lectures & post responses as directed
                                         *Read & take online quiz over “"The Elephant Pools:



      Making Rainwater Effective," by Judith D. Schwartz 



      Article assignments (see “Articles Connected to 




      Course Readings” section above for assignment 




      details)

Week 12                    *Listen to lectures & post responses as directed
                                  *Read & take online quiz over "Introduction" and "Ghana 
                                    Is Cocoa," by Orla Ryan



     *Watch & write reaction to “Chocolate’s Heart of

                                     Darkness” (See “Written Reactions to Documentaries”        

                                     section above for Assignment details 




      *Article assignments (see “Articles Connected to 




        Course Readings” section above for assignment 



                    details)

East Asia 
  Week 13               *Listen to lectures & post responses as directed




             *Read & take online quiz over ““Apple, FoxConn, and 




   China’s New Working Class,” by Chan et. al.    



              *Article assignments (see “Articles Connected to 


                            Course Readings” section above for assignment 



                details)

Week 14            
 *Listen to lectures & post responses as directed




             *Read & take online quiz over “A Woman’s Place Is in the

                                                   Office,” by Daniel Tudor



  *Watch & write reaction to “Plastic China” 




    (See “Written Reactions to Documentaries”        

                                  section above for Assignment details 




    * Article assignments (see “Articles Connected to 


                            Course Readings” section above for assignment 



                 details)

Southeast Asia
Week 15                  *Listen to lectures & post responses as directed
                                 *Read & take online quiz over "Crisis in Indian 



                 Agriculture," by Sapna E. Thottathil   
     


               *Article assignments (see “Articles Connected to 



                  Course Readings” section above for assignment 



                  details)

Week 16

*Listen to lectures & post responses as directed




*Read & take online quiz over “The Communist Capitalist 
 


  Playground,” by Bill Hayton



*Watch & write reaction to “RiverBlue: Can Fashion Save the 



   Planet?” (See “Written Reactions to Documentaries”        

                                 section above for Assignment details 




  *Article assignments (see “Articles Connected to 


                            Course Readings” section above for assignment 



                details)

      Exam Week              Exam #2  

                                                     Regional Study Project Poster Display (details to 

                                                      be provided) 

