GEORGIA HIGHLANDS COLLEGE
Introduction to Psychology Course Syllabus
Spring 2020: PSYC 1101 - 3 Credit Hours
WEB-BASED CLASS
Instructor: Dr. J. Sean Callahan
E-mail:   scallaha@highlands.edu         Office Phone: 678-872-8542		Office Location: Norton Hall 221
Office Hours: Monday and Wednesday: 10:00am-12:00pm (Mar.), 8:00pm-9:00pm (Online) 
          Tuesday and Thursday: 1:00pm-2:00pm (C’ville), 8:00pm – 10:00pm (Online)
  
 Course Description: A broad survey of the major topics in psychology including but not limited to research methodology, biological and social factors influencing behavior, development, learning, memory, personality and abnormal behavior/therapy. In this course, emphasis is placed upon recent psychological research and theory. Required course readings include the textbook and readings in the psychological literature. Major course assignments include two papers and an assignment that acclimates students to American Psychological Association formatting guidelines.

Communication: The best way to contact me is through my GHC email. I check email several times a day. I also keep online office hours on D2L. You can use the chat feature ask questions during those times. Please do not send emails to me through D2L. I do not check this email.
 
Course Outcomes: A student who successfully completes Introduction to Psychology (PSYC 1101) will be able to…
I.      …demonstrate knowledge of six major perspectives in psychology
(Behavioral, Biological, Cognitive, Cross-Cultural, Positive/Humanistic, & Psychodynamic) by:
A.     …Identifying key figures
B.     …identifying key concepts
C.     …identifying major theories
D.     …identifying applications of major perspectives to everyday living
II.     ..demonstrate knowledge of the scientific process in Psychology by…
A.      …identifying the basic steps of the scientific method
B.     … identifying different data collection methods
C.     …recognizing differences between the following research methods
1.     Experiment
2.     Correlation
3.	Naturalistic/Observational
4.	Ethnography
III.     … identify applications of the major perspectives to 
A.     .. development
B.     ..personality
C.     ..mental health
D.     …learning 
Adapted from outcomes of the Psychology Advisory Committee Board of Regents
http://www.usg.edu/academics/comm/psych/intro_psyc_outcomes.pdf
 
Your role:

	You will be doing a number of different readings, written assignments and in-class activities during this course. In all of them, I want you to try to understand what you hear and read, but also to think about what you hear and read--to ask questions, to agree or disagree, to connect it with other things you have heard or read in your life and in this class. Finally, I will ask you to share your thinking both in class discussion and in writing. Sharing your thinking can feel very risky; we all have felt the fear that we will ask some stupid question (There are no stupid questions!) or put forward some naive or unpopular idea. But I will expect you to take those risks anyway. It may help to know that I will not expect you necessarily to agree with me, with your classmates, or with any of the writers we read. If you find yourself disagreeing (and I myself disagree with some of the different ideas presented in the course), I ask only that you disagree with respect for others' ideas and do your best to explain why you disagree--explaining is how you will help the rest of us learn. Also, many assignments will have elements of choice, to let you pursue some of your own questions and interests.

More specifically, the course requirements include:

Readings: The assigned readings are an essential part of this course. You will need ideas and information from the readings to complete assignments, take exams, and above all, to participate in and benefit from class discussions and activities, which will focus mainly on applying and discussing issues that arise from the readings, rather than "covering" or restating what you have already read. A schedule of the readings and assignments for the class is attached. Reading assignments are posted in the syllabus.

Course Requirements 

Assignments:  All assignments must be submitted on time. All assignments are to be completed in accordance with the GHC Honor Code. Late assignments, if accepted, will receive reduced credit. 

Please note:  I wish to fully include and make accommodations for students with disabilities.  Such is also the policy of Georgia Highlands College.  If you have a special request or need accommodations in curriculum, instruction, or assessments to enable you to fully participate, please see me as soon as possible.  You also need to visit the Office of Disability Services for Students, Faculty, and Staff.  

A note on responding to the scholarship or beliefs of others:  William James once cautioned that “You may not follow me wholly . . . and if you do, you may not wholly agree with me.  But you will, I know, regard me at least as serious, and treat my effort with respectful consideration.”  In other words, treat authors and students with the respect they deserve.  Do not be dismissive, and be careful with your tone.  If you disagree, do so intellectually and with a well-supported counter argument.  Nothing in the readings or discussions will be “absurd,” “silly,” or “foolish.”  

Required Materials: 
 
OpenStax Psychology e-Textbook—The book for this course is free. You can either download the book as a pdf. Or you can go to this website to access the book online:
http://cnx.org/contents/4abf04bf-93a0-45c3-9cbc-2cefd46e68cc:1/Psychology

Supplementary Materials:
Occasionally, brief articles, blogs, and websites will be assigned as reading for class discussion. These materials will be distributed to you via email, D2L, or in class.
 
Course Policies
 
                              
Exam Make Up Policy - I drop the lowest exam grade at the end of the semester. If you miss an exam for any reason, at any point in the semester, that missed exam will count as your “dropped” exam. 

Make up exams will only be given under special circumstances and must be approved by the instructor. If you miss an exam due to an emergency and are unable to contact the instructor prior to the exam, it is expected that you notify the instructor as soon as possible. In the instance of an emergency situation, documentation will be required for the student to make up the exam.

 
Early Grades Statement
GHC offers a variety of part-of-term classes to allow our students to have flexible schedules.  However, there are only three Semesters each year; Spring, Summer and Fall.  It is only at the end of each Semester that grades are rolled to academic history and available on the official transcript.  After each part-of-term, as soon as Instructors have entered grades, they may be viewed online by logging into the SCORE (https://discovery.highlands.edu:9986/pls/SCORE/twbkwbis.P_WWWLogin).  Transcripts may also be request at any time by logging into the SCORE.  Prior to the end of term, should a student need an early grade letter sent to another institution they may complete the request form and submit it to the Registrar’s Office for processing (http://www.highlands.edu/site/registrar-forms).  Please contact the Registrar’s Office at registrar@highlands.edu if you need any assistance.

Turning in Assignments 
Written assignments must be submitted in the manner and format designated in the assignment guidelines. Assignments will be submitted electronically through D2L. The guidelines for these assignments will be clear and explicit. 
 
Please note that no late assignments will be graded unless there is:
1.	an agreement made with the instructor ahead of time or 
2.	an approved documented emergency circumstance which prohibited the completion of the assignment by the due date.


Turnitin.com 
Turnitin.com is a plagiarism checker. All work that is submitted to turnitin.com is compared to information on line and in the turnitin.com database.  The program will send your instructor a report on your paper verifying where information is from as well as identifying independent work. Turnitin is embedded in D2L. You do not have to register and create an account at Turnitin.com.


Using D2L – This class requires the use of D2L. You can access D2L by going to www.highlands.edu and clicking on GeorgD2L under student interest.  If you have not logged into D2L before your username is the same as your GHC email id (the part of your GHC email address before the '@' symbol, all lower case.) Your password will be your six digit birthday. EX. January 5, 1984 is 010584. If you have problems please visit the IT department on the Floyd or Cartersville Campus.  You can also email rt@highlands.edu for help. 
 
Class Discussion Posts Policy – Throughout the semester we will be having several class discussions on D2L. Sometimes these discussions will be on sensitive topics. It is an expectation of the class that students will be respectful of others opinions. Furthermore, participation in these discussions count as class activities. Therefore, it is expected that students will keep up with the textbook reading assignments and should expect to participate to the best of their ability.  

Descriptions for Discussions

Discussion post should be between 200-250 words. A 1-2 sentence post is insufficient and will result in a low score. Be comprehensive in your coverage of the assigned readings. 
Your discussion post should incorporate concepts, terms, theories from the readings, websites, and videos from each chapter. It’s a good idea to quote and paraphrase from these sources as it demonstrates that you have done reading. Providing an APA citation is also appreciated will earn more points toward your grade on the discussion assignment.

The discussions are designed for you to deepen and apply your knowledge of the psychological concepts and theories by making connections and analyses that are insightful, original, and explained well. These connections can come from your own personal experiences, current events, history, art and literature, and other fields of study. While there a broad range of topics and examples to connect to, please remember that their connection to psychology must be clear, thorough, and articulate.

Each response to your classmates should be between 100-150 words. 

I encourage you to refer to the rubric as you compose your discussion post and responses.


Disability Statement - If anyone in the class feels that they need accommodation due to a disability, please feel free to discuss this with me early in the term. Georgia Highlands College has resources available for students with certain disabilities. Accommodations may be made (such as providing materials in alternative formats, assuring physical access to classrooms or being sensitive to interaction difficulties that may be posed by communication and/or learning disabilities) through Student Support Services on all campuses. For more information please contact: Cartersville 678-872-8004; Douglasville and Floyd 706-368-7536; Marietta 678-915-5021; Paulding 678-946-1029 

Early Warning Program - Georgia Highlands College requires that all faculty members report their students' progress throughout the course of the semester as part of the institution-wide Early Warning Program (EWP).  The objective of the program is to support academic success by reviewing early indicators of satisfactory student progress.  In accordance with EWP, faculty members provide the Registrar's Office with academic reports of each student enrolled in their course(s) at checkpoints staggered throughout the semester.  The following success factors are reported at their corresponding checkpoint: 
Week 2: Notification of Non-attendance
Week 5: Evidence of Course Pursuit
Week 8: Mid-term Grades

Student Conduct and Academic Integrity - Policies on student conduct and academic integrity will be adhered to in this course and can be accessed via the following web site:
 http://www.highlands.edu/subwebs/academicaffairs/academicintegritypolicy.htm
 
This message applies only to students receiving financial aid: Federal regulations state that if a student did not attend classes and received failing grades, then the grades were not earned and financial aid needs to be reduced accordingly. Please be advised that any student receiving a 0.00 GPA will be required to prove that the 0.00 GPA was earned by attending classes or completing requirements for each class. 
Students who have earned at least one passing grade for the semester will not be affected by this regulation. If a student has properly withdrawn from all classes, the student’s financial aid should be adjusted from the time they signed the withdrawal form.

Assignment Types

Extremely Important! I do not accept late assignments unless, of course, the absence/ lateness is due to documented illness of personal/family emergency. Papers should conform to the highest standards of correctness in grammar, spelling, punctuation, and usage. To this end, it is important that you have carefully read and followed the writing tips, which is to say that the error identified there should not be in your papers. 


Reading Quizzes and Discussion Posts 
I drop the lowest quiz grade. Because I drop the lowest quiz grade, I will not re-open any missed quizzes  

Descriptions for Discussions

Discussion Posts will take place on D2L. Discussion post should be between 150-250 words. A 1-2 sentence post is insufficient and will result in a low score. Be comprehensive in your coverage of the assigned readings. 
Your discussion post should incorporate concepts, terms, theories from the readings, websites, and videos from each chapter. It’s a good idea to quote and paraphrase from these sources as it demonstrates that you have done reading. Providing an APA citation is also appreciated.

The discussions are designed for you to deepen and apply your knowledge of the psychological concepts and theories by making connections and analyses that are insightful, original, and explained well. These connections can come from your own personal experiences, current events, history, art and literature, and other fields of study. While there a broad range of topics and examples to connect to, please remember that their connection to psychology must be clear, thorough, and articulate.

Each response to your classmates should be between 100-150 words. 

I encourage you to refer to the rubric as you compose your discussion post and responses.

The discussion will lock and will not be available to submit posts or replies after the deadline has passed. Due to the nature of the discussion forum, I cannot re-open any missed discussion activities. 

To What Can I Connect?

Connect to your own experience. You have lived over 20 years and have spent nearly 15 of those years as a student in numerous classrooms with over 50 teachers/professors and thousands of classmates. You have much to say about child and adolescent development and about issues related to peer influences, parenting, morality, identity, schooling and other experiences that impact your psychological processes. Moreover, you have not only experienced your own development and schooling but have also vicariously experienced the development and schooling of siblings, friends, and peers. Many of you have tutored or otherwise worked with young people. Reflect on your own experience and use it to connect to insights provided by the texts you read and the ideas presented to you. Do not overuse this as a connection, however. A little of it goes a long way. When you offer a connection to your own experience, you should always supplement that connection with another connection "outside yourself." 

Connect to other readings and courses, past or present. No scholarly discipline exists in isolation from other disciplines. Psychology is deeply connected to areas such as education, philosophy, anthropology, history, sociology, religion, economics, journalism, and the physical and natural sciences. In fact, other disciplines typically have more to say about psychology than does psychology about them. You have taken courses in other disciplines that inform the issues we explore in this class. Make connections to those issues from your knowledge gained in those disciplines. 

Connect to class discussion. What is said in class can trigger ideas and insights that can be used as you develop a topic. Feel free to connect to class discussion, but take care not to abuse it. Mere repetition of points made during class discussion is a fruitless enterprise. Be insightful. As with personal experience, when you offer a connection to something that was said in class, you should always supplement that connection to another connection "outside" class discussion. 

Connect to art and literature. Artistic forms such as poetry, novels, music, painting, theater, and films offer insights that are often more profound than anything available in the world of psychology or education. Use art. I especially urge you to include literary passages, quotations, and aphorisms that help illustrate your reflection. 
Connect to previous readings and ideas presented in this class. Information and ideas from the lectures, discussions, and readings in this class should be connected to information and ideas from previous lectures, discussions, and readings. Each week adds information that should be connected to the previous weeks' information. As the semester grows, so does the wealth of information at your disposal with which to make elegant and relevant connections. As George Santayana once wrote, "those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it." 

Connect to research. The strongest scenarios and questions are those in which the issues and ideas discussed are informed by scholarly information obtained from sources beyond those provided in class. The Web is a splendid source of information on the processes underlying learning, as of course is the library. If you're having difficulty with a particular paper or reflection, the Web is there to help you. Information on Erik Erikson, identity, egocentricism, the burden of acting “white”, gender in education, and moral development are easy to find. The Web is also becoming the place from which to begin scholarly inquiry. 

Connect to scholarly work in your own area of interest, whether this area is political science, sociology, psychology, literature, fine arts, economics, business administration, or any of the social, biological, or physical sciences. 




Course Requirements
 
Assignments and Exams                                                                   
2 Exams @ 75 points each:                                     	150 points (There are 2 exams. I drop the lowest score.)
Proctored Midterm				100 points (I don’t drop this grade. If you miss it, you miss it.)
Proctored Final Exam:				100 points (I don’t drop this grade. If you miss it, you miss it.)
Activities/assignments/quizzes: 	                   	600 points 
  
Total Points available in the class:              950 points*
*Point value is tentative and depends on the actual number of Activities/Assignments/Quizzes that are assigned. Point value will be adjusted to the student’s benefit at the semester’s end.    
 
 
 Class Schedule and Important Dates
*Schedule and dates may be changed during the semester.

Introduction Discussion Post/Mandatory Attendance Quiz—All activities due 1/17 (12 Noon)
Chapter 3 Biopsychology and Neuroscience—All activities due 1/21 
Chapter 2 Research--All activities due, CH2 MGA-Research Design: Science of Cool due —2/2
Exam 1—Due 2/6 (11:59pm)
Chapter 6 Learning—All activities due 2/16, CH6 MGA-Behaviorist Journal NOT required 
Chapter 8 Memory—All activities due 2/23, CH8 MGA-Eyewitness Identification NOT required 
Chapter 9 Human Development—All activities due, 3/1
Exam 2—Due 3/5 (11:59pm)
Chapter 11 Personality—All activities due 3/15
Chapter 12 Social Behavior -- All activities due, CH12 MGA-Social Behavior and Attitudes Due—4/5
Exam 3—Due 4/9 (11:59pm) Midterm is no longer proctored.
Chapter 15 Psychological Disorders—All activities due 4/13
Chapter 16 Therapy and Treatment —All activities due 4/19
Exam 4— Due 4/23 (11:59pm)

[bookmark: _GoBack]Final Exam —5/5---5/11 Final Exam is proctored. It will be administered via Respondus Lockdown.

All assignments due by 11:59pm on the specified day unless stated otherwise.

Writing Tips (Using APA guidelines)
1. Be modest in your assertions, and do not be dismissive of authors. As William James wrote, "You may not follow me wholly . . . and if you do, you may not wholly agree with me. But you will, I know, regard me at least as serious, and treat my effort with respectful consideration." 
The authors whom we read are serious, and we must treat their effort with respectful consideration. 
Poor: "I thought his argument was completely absurd."
Better: "I find his contention problematic because . . . "
Better: "The reason I cannot agree with his contention is that . . . "
Better: "His argument was flawed because . . . " 
2. Avoid superlatives and most ly adverbs. 
	Do not write
	Instead, write 

	"The findings are very interesting."
	"The findings are interesting because ...."

	"The article was incredibly well written."   
	"The article was well written."

	"I completely disagree."
	"I disagree because . . . "

	"That is utterly incorrect."
	"I believe he is in error because . . . "    

	"I really liked the article."
	"The article was a pleasure to read because ..."


3. Cite authors with year of publication and provide page numbers when quoting text.
4. AND Quotation marks follow periods and commas - [,"] and [."] . . . never [",] or [".] 

Example: "Erikson (1989) argued that "juvenile delinquents are made, not born" (p. 345). 

Notice in the example that 
· the second quotation mark follows the last word of the quoted passage,
     [image: yellowdot]  ... not born"
· followed by the page number enclosed within parentheses,
     [image: yellowdot]  ... not born" (p. 345)
· the period ending the sentence comes after the closing parenthesis.
     [image: yellowdot]  ... not born" (p. 345).. 
And also notice the space between p. and 345. It should not be (p.345). Nor should it be (345) or (Erikson, 345). There are many ways to do it wrong, and only one way to do it right. APA guidelines are wondrous indeed. And note that the same rules apply when a comma rather than a period follows the quoted passage. 
Other examples: 
· Vidal (1987) observed that "people have the face they deserve" (p. 257), which scares the hell out of me. 
· In "Adolescent Storm and Stress, Reconsidered," Arnett (1999) identifies three features of storm and stress. 
· Marshall (2003) contended that "universities have become resorts with classrooms attached" (p. 62). 
· Nehring (2001) argued that "the attempt to regulate and injury-proof love only cripples it and us" (pp. 35-36). 
5. There should always be three ellipsis points, and they should have a space before them and after them. 
Example: "he asked what I ... wanted." 
6. Number all pages in your papers. The only exception to this is that a cover page should not be numbered. A cover page is paginated, however, in the sense that it is page 1 of your manuscript. Although you should not include a page number on a cover page of a formal paper, the page following should be numbered 2. In this course, you only use a cover page for the Book/Film Review. The autobiography and the reflections should not have a cover page. 
7. Never use full justification. Only use left justification. In fact, set left justification as the default setting on your word processing program. 

8. On the use of he/she - Replacing he with he or she or she or he should be done sparingly because the repetition can become tiresome. Combination forms such as he/she or (s)he are awkward and distracting. Alternating between he and she may be distracting and is not ideal; doing so implies that he or she can in fact be generic, which is not the case. APA suggests 
· replacing "he/she" with individual or with person, 
· using plural nouns, 
· replacing the pronoun with an article, or 
· dropping the pronoun altogether. 
Try the plural first and see if it will work. It usually does. For example, 
Poor: "It is difficult to get a child to pay attention when he is having fun."
Better: "It is difficult to get children to pay attention when they are having fun." 
Poor: "If only the adolescent would understand that the world does not revolve around him."
Better: "If only adolescents would understand that the world does not revolve around them." 
And while we are on the subject of he and she, be careful with sexist language—for example, man's behavior should be human behavior or people's behavior. We have arrived at the new millennium. Do not make the error of using the masculine as the default setting. 
9. Pronouns and their antecedents must agree in number. One of the most common errors in writing is the incorrect use of pronouns and their antecedents. This error is often caused when writers try to avoid using the masculine pronoun "he" to refer to the antecedent singular noun. There are various solutions to this error. Again, my own preference is to see if a plural noun will work. If not, the sentence must be restructured. [download this handout]
Wrong: Erikson argued that every child learns best when they are helped by other people.
      Problem - child is singular; they is plural
Right: Erikson argued that a child learns best when assisted by others.
Right: Erikson argued that children learn best when assisted by others. 
Wrong: A scholar must know their field well so as to create good theories.
      Problem - scholar is singular; their is plural
Right: Scholars must know their field intimately if they are to make good theories.
Right: To create good theories, scholars must know their field. 
Wrong: It is important for a psychologist not to get too tied up in their theories.
      Problem - psychologist is singular; their theories is plural
Right: A psychologist should not be close-minded.
Right: Psychologists should not be close-minded. 
Wrong: When a student fails to pay attention to their teacher, very little will be learned.
Problem - student is singular; their is plural
Right: A student who does not pay attention in class will not learn much.
Right: Students who do not pay attention to their teachers will not learn much. 
10. Avoid trite terms such as In conclusion . . . simply conclude (with elegance). 

11. In APA, each item in an ordered list is followed by a comma. 
Example: "I went to the store and bought apples, oranges, and bananas." 

12. When referring to race, Black and White should be capitalized. In addition, there is no hyphen when referring to African Americans, Hispanic Americans, Asian Americans, or Native Americans, even when these terms are used as adjectives. 

13. Do not "overquote" in formal papers. Scholars paraphrase as much as possible. In general, I want to read your prose in your own words, not in the words of the authors you have researched. The art of quoting is just that, an art. When in doubt, paraphrase. 

14. Use exclamation marks only once every two years, pick the spot carefully, and mean it. 

15. Italicize book titles; article titles are placed within quotation marks. For example, 
Book titles: Identity, Youth, and Crisis, Reviving Ophelia.
Article title: "The War Against Boys," by Christina Hoff Sommers. 
16. Do not use the word "impact" as a verb unless you want to say that a meteor impacted the Earth. If you mean that x influenced y, then write "influenced'; if, instead, x affected y, then write "affected"; or it could be that x was related to y, in case you should write "was related to." Note that "x impacted y" means nothing at all. I hope this brief note has impacted you. If not, read this. 

17. Proofread your manuscript (more than once) and run the spellchecker. If you have a grammar program, run that as well. 
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