
Argument Mapping – In Class Exercise 

1. [1] This computer can think. So [2] it is conscious. Since [3] we should not kill any 

conscious beings, [4] we should not switch it off. 

 

2. [1. Many people think that having a dark tan is attractive.] [2. But the fact is that too 

much exposure to the sun is very unhealthy.] [3. It has been shown that sunlight can 

cause premature aging of the skin.] [4. Ultraviolent rays in the sun might also trigger 

off skin cancer.] 

 

3. [1. If Lala is here, then Po should be here as well.] [2. It follows that if Po is not here, 

Lala is also absent,] and indeed [3. Po is not here.] So most likely [4. Lala is not 

around.] 

 

4. [1. Marriage is becoming unfashionable.] [2. Divorce rate is at an all time high], and 

[3. cohabitation is increasingly presented in a positive manner in the media]. [4. 

Movies are full of characters who live together and unwilling to commit to a lifelong 

partnership]. [5. Even newspaper columnists recommend people to live together for 

an extended period before marriage in order to test their compatibility.] 

 

5. [1. All university students should study critical thinking.] After all, [2. critical thinking 

is necessary for surviving in the new economy] as [3. we need to adapt to rapid 

changes, and make critical use of information in making decisions.] Also, [4. critical 

thinking can help us reflect on our values and purposes in life.] Finally, [5. critical 

thinking helps us improve our study skills.] 

  



Answer Key: 

1.  

2.  



3.  

4.  
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