Critical Thinking & Communication: 		Fall 	 2018	                                                                                                               
Heather DuCloux

U.S. Criminal Justice System Writing Assignment: 
Is the U.S. criminal justice system fair and equitable?
Since the acquittal of George Zimmerman in the shooting death of Trayvon Martin, the U.S. justice system has been increasingly scrutinized.  Some of the contemporary topics that have divided the U.S. public include the actions, rights and safety of police officers, the arrests and sentencing of non-violent crimes and the auditing and oversight in jails and prisons.  There are numerous ideas to explore pertaining to the U.S. criminal justice system.  What are the rights of individuals who are stopped by a law officer?  What are the duties of law enforcement?  Are people of color unequally arrested and jailed for minor/nonviolent offenses? Are individuals who come from impoverished areas and have a low education background targets for entry into the prison system? Is the U.S. social services system failing? Do police officers wield appropriate force? What are the responsibilities of government, communities, and individuals? Does our knowledge  about the criminal justice system obligate a call to action?  If so, what can we do?
PURPOSE: The U.S. Criminal Justice system is an institution that has evolved in its role as an arm of administering public justice and community protection.  Students will examine an aspect of the criminal justice system that has a social or community impact and suggest a policy or cultural shift.  Addressing this weighty topic allows students to utilize deductive and inductive argument, proactive advocacy and examining opposition to their argument.  
TASK: Students will write an essay addressing an issue in the U.S. criminal justice system.  The writer will state the issue then, using critical thinking skills, offer a solution or alternative to the current culture.  The topic must be researchable, supported by evidence and sound logical argument.
AUDIENCE AND GENRE: This essay must be a minimum of 1000 words.  You must utilize the articles we read in class along with research you conduct to discuss various history, public policy, subject matter expertise and public or individual support or disapproval.  
MILESTONES:
Milestone #1 - The first process will test reading comprehension skills as well as the ability to access information as well as communicate, organize, and synthesize it. Students will find three sources related to their research issue regarding the U.S. criminal justice system and two sources showing an opposing point of view to their issue.  Read and create annotated bibliographies of each source. Successful completion of this milestone will demonstrate the ability to read critically and identify another person’s position on an issue.  It will also show the ability to effectively use and share information for the problem-at-hand. 
Milestone #2 - Brainstorming is the next step.  Evaluate common beliefs about the U.S. criminal justice system and consider any change in position in light of the information that has been gathered. Is the position still feasible? If so, how? If it is not, why is it not? The milestone to be accomplished from this brainstorming session will be a well-articulated thesis regarding why the U.S. criminal justice system requires a shift and a clear expression of at least three significant reasons to support your position. 
Milestone #3 - Draft the essay. Students will write a rough draft, read them in small groups. Make a short verbal presentation of the argument to show that they can express succinctly and clearly what their letter is going to say. From this session, you will clean up your rough drafts. The instructor will make comments and aid in editing the rough draft.  Rewrites need to incorporate the instructor's suggestions and peer feedback.   
Milestone #4 - Submit your final essay for grading.



Learning Objectives 
· Present and write well-organized arguments with effective prose. 
· Recognize fallacies in reasoning. 
· Critically assess information in print and other media to determine its veracity and reliability. 
 
Important Dates 
	 
	Due Date 

	Pick an issue
	See D2L

	Prison State Essay
	See D2L

	Pro/Con Brainstorm
	See D2L

	Article and essay#1 supporting your topic or argument
	See D2L

	Article and essay #2 supporting your topic or argument
	See D2L

	Article and essay #3 supporting your topic or argument
	See D2L

	Annotated Bibliography
	See D2L

	Draft of Paper-PDF Only 
	See D2L

	Final Paper Due 
	See D2L

	
	

	
	


 
 


Group Work and Research
Group work is a method for approaching research, dividing the work and sharing individual findings.  Group work can be rewarding, and yet frustrating for some students.  Not every member in the group has the same talents and skills.  Try to be open to lending your skill sets to achieve group success.  This could include, but not limited to, organizational skills, note taking, editing and creating the presentations.  If a conflict arises in your group, seek counsel with your instructor as soon as possible for conflict resolution.  Not reporting a disagreement could result in the offender receiving the same superior grade as the group or the group receiving the lower grade of the offender.  Below are requirement for the group as well as suggestions for successfully completing this assignment.
I. Decide on deadlines as a group, the preferred method of meeting or handing off your portion of the assignment and how to successfully complete the assignment.  Taking notes is suggested as well as determining due dates for your group.   
II. Divide your team up with two members investigating the potential benefits to this topic (pros)
III. And, two members of your team explaining the negative effects of this topic (cons)
IV. As a team, you are not debating each other, you are just gathering facts to make a critical decision together in an overall generalization of an affirmative conclusion or a negative conclusion about your topic and the impact it has for the future of society.
V. Each person of your team will find and contribute three creditable sources that affirm or negate the topic (more is better of course).
VI. As an individual your paper must include at least three supporting sources for your point of view and two different views of your issue.
VII. So, your overall paper will have a minimum of five articles (or more) in your annotated bibliography.
VIII. Use the library's online databases as a resource.  Do not depend on the internet.  Sources you find on the internet may violate the research methods (See chapter 5, Inductive Generalizations, in your text).  Library resources are vetted and deemed reliable.  Absolutely NO Wikipedia as a resource.
IX. All of your research essays must include a works cited page.  
X. See D2L dropboxes for details regarding your individual assignments.
XI. Do not wait to begin work on your annotated bibliography.  The annotated bibliography can be worked on as you complete your essays.
XII. The draft of your essay must include a title page, the essay and the annotated bibliography.
XIII. The final paper must include a title page, the essay and the annotated bibliography.  Remember to upload a copy to LiveText.


Criminal Justice Suggested Issues
Below is a list of possible issues to be addressed in the U.S. criminal justice system.  Please choose one as a group.  If you would like to choose an issue not on the list, please see your instructor.
	#
	
Issues
	Group

	1
	Three strikes law
	

	2
	Police Brutality
	

	3
	Militarization of police departments
	

	4
	Legalization of marijuana
	

	5
	Legalization of illegal drugs
	

	6
	For-Profit Prisons
	

	7
	Graft in prisons
	

	8
	Gangs in prisons
	

	9
	Capital punishment
	

	10
	Athletes and the criminal justice system
	

	a
	Professional athletes
	

	b
	College athletes
	

	11
	Criminal justice reform
	

	12
	Sexual Assault on Campus
	

	13
	Felon voting
	

	14
	Restorative justice
	

	15
	Illegal immigration and the U.S. prison system
	

	16
	Life after imprisonment
	

	17
	Racial profiling
	

	18
	Nonviolent offenders
	

	19
	Education and convicted felons
	

	20
	Black Lives Matter movement
	

	21
	Police Lives Matter movement
	

	22
	Solitary Confinement
	

	23
	Effects of negative incidents (shootings of unarmed victims) on policing.
	

	24
	The effects of overcrowding in prisons and jails
	

	25
	School to prison pipeline
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	





[bookmark: _GoBack]Grading Criteria - 15% of your grade 
· MLA Format  
· Include in-text citation 
· Include a cover page 
· Include an annotated bibliography 
· Paper must be a minimum of 1000 words 

	Issue
 
 
 
 
 
 
	 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	Individual Names
	Signature and Date 

	 
	 

	
	

	
	

	
	


 
The above sign and acknowledge that all materials will be turned in on their due dates.  Failure to turn in the above items will result in a zero.  Only the instructor can decide and allow a make-up if there is written evidence of a family or medical emergency.  Until the evidence is produced the letter grade will remain a zero for the entire group.   
Problems with wi-fi access or connection or a faulty computer are not acceptable excuses. 
Professor DuCloux can be reached at duclouxh@savannahstate.edu or 912-344-0161.  Her office hours are located on the syllabus.  Make arrangements with her if you need to meet outside of regular office or class hours. 


