
Exercise Set 12.2: Mapping complex arguments 

Objective: To give you practice mapping more complex arguments. 

Instructions: Draw an argument map for each of the following arguments. 

Tips �or success: As with mapping simple arguments, the first step in 
�appmg complex arguments is to identify, bracket, and number each claim 
in the argument. Remember that you only need to number the premises 
and the_ conclusion. Any other sentences, such as those providing back-
:";nd mformation or expressing thoughts that are only indirectly related

c argument, need not be included. 
oUs Th

e s�cond step in mapping an argument is figuring out how the vari­
premises relate to one another and to the main conclusion. There are 
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Furthermore, because capitalism leaves wealth and power in the 

hands of the few, it leads to power structures that prevent the op­
pressed from taking the necessities ofli�e by force. Being depri�ed 

of the necessities of life leads to death JUSt as surely as does bemg
actively harmed . Society knows full well that capit:11ism h_as �his
effect . Thus, society is committing murder by allowing cap1tal1sm 

to continue.
Adapud from: Friedrich Engels, The Condition of the Working Class in 

England (1845; repr. New York: Oxfard University Press, 1999}, 106-7

8. Our galaxy is so big that intelligent life must have developed else­
where in the galaxy too. And our galaxy is so old that spacefaring 
civilizations should have visited every corner of it many times. So
aliens must know that we're here. And yet, none of those aliens
have contacted us. If they know that we're here but we haven't
heard from them yet, then they must have made a conscious
choice not to contact us. Therefore, aliens must have made a con-

9. 

scious choice not to contact us. 
Adapted from: George Dwrsky, "11 of the Weirdest 

Solutions to the Fermi Paradox,• io9, Mar 20, 2013, 

http:llio9.coml11-of-the-weirdest-solutions-tu-the-Jermi-paradox-45 6850746

Our distant ancestors lived in very small societies. On a normal
day, everyone they met would be someone they had kno:'n all of
their lives. These societies did not interact very much with other
societies. Just about everything they ate, everything they wore,
and every tool they used was made within that group. Tod�y,
of course we live in vast societies. We can look out at a busy city

I • 

street and see, all at once, more people than our ancestors saw in
their entire lives. We live in a global trading system. Indeed, our
world is unimaginably different from the world of our distant a�­
cestors. Our minds, however, are designed for the life of our dis·
tant ancestors. Thus, our minds may not be well adapted to the
special challenges of the modern world. 

Adapted from: Kwame Anthony Appiah, Cosmopolitanism: Ethics. in a W�rl�.
of Strangers (New York: W.W. Norton, 2007), :Cl� 
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10. If people see a child about to fall down a well, they will immedi­ately want to help the child. This desire will not come from self­interested motives. It will not come from the desire to win thefavor of the child's parents. It will not come from the desire to gain a reputation for heroism or to avoid a reputation for callous­ness. This shows that people naturally want to help others avoid suffering. Since people naturally want to help others avoid suffer­ing, and helping others to avoid suffering is part of being a goodperson, all people have it within themselves to be a good person.If you have it within yourself to become a good person, then youcan make yourself a good person by focusing on your own virtue.
Thus, rou can make yourself a good person by focusing on your
own virtue. 

Adapted from: Mmgzi, Mcngzi, translated by Bryan W. Vim Nordm
(Indianapolis: Hackttt Publishing Company, 2008), 46
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