CRITICAL THINKING AND COMMUNICATION								FALL 2019

COMMUNITY INNOVATION PROJECT GUIDELINES

Why Doing Good is Good for the Do-Gooder By Nicole Karlis
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/10/26/well/mind/why-doing-good-is-good-for-the-do-gooder.html

Why Community Engagement Matters
https://aese.psu.edu/research/centers/cecd/engagement-toolbox/engagement/why-community-engagement-matters


IMPORTANT DATES and GRADING BREAKDOWN:
Community Innovation Project is worth 35% of your overall course grade:
Submitted as a Group (each group member receives the same grade for the following)
CIP Research Proposal		10%	DUE PRESENTATION DAY
CIP Presentation* 		10%	MY GROUP #		MY GROUP PRESENTATION DATE			
Submitted Individually (each individual receives their own grade for the following)
Self and Group Evaluations 	5% 	DUE day following them being handed out  
Reflection Essay			10%	DUE LAST DAY OF CLASS: XXXX
Total				35%

*If you miss class on your presentation date, you will receive a score of zero for that portion of this assignment – presentations cannot be made up nor can dates be switched once they have been established.


CIP (SLOs)
Upon completion of this assignment, the student will be able to:
(1) Identify the essential parts of an argument.
(2) Critically evaluate an argument.
(3) Recognize fallacies in reasoning.
(4) Critically assess information in print and other media to determine its veracity and reliability.
(5) Demonstrate critical listening and speaking skills. 
(6) Present and write well-organized arguments with effective prose.


COMMUNITY INNOVATION PROJECT (CIP) COMPONENTS:
Randomly, you will be assigned to small CIP groups. As a group you will complete the following components over the course of the term. Each group member will receive the same grade for the following components:

CIP Presentation (7.5%) 
CIP Presentation must answer and include the following:
Length:   10 minutes
	Format: 
· Use PowerPoint or Prezi
· Each team member must present a component of the presentation
· At least 6 pieces of evidence supporting why there is a need for your CIP solution (Wikipedia is not an acceptable source) 
· Sources should be referenced within your presentation 
Content:
· Attention: Create an introduction that captures attention of your audience
· Describe the community partner
· History of organization
· Introduction of staff members, and those who make decisions
· Describe how the organization works; what services it offers, etc.
· Need: Discuss the scope of the problem and how we are affected 
· State the problem your group identified 
· How did you verify this problem with the community partner; did they tell you is it a problem? 
· Community Mapping Diagram
· When did the problem start?
· What leads to this problem?
· What impact is the problem having on people, property, environment, organizations, etc.
· Provide evidence on why what problem is facing your community partner 
· Quotes from interviews
· Statistics from surveys and/or online research
· Notes from observations
· Other evidence?
· Satisfaction: Demonstrate how your solution fills the need or solves the problem by describing:
· What is your solution?
· How does your solution work?
· Who is impacted by your solution?
· Visualization: Provide examples (visual and descriptive) to help audience understand your solution
· Include images 
· Personal stories on how it will work
· Timeline on steps needed to implement solution
· Action: Summarize ideas and close with your “pitch” on why the audience should adopt your proposed solution.

CIP Research Proposal (7.5%) – Due 					 
As a group, you will write summary of your research on the selected issue. The research paper should answer and include the following:
Length:   As long as it takes
	Format: 
· Submitted in a professional manner (presentations folder, etc.)
· Typed, double-spaced and in 12 point font 
· Proper use of grammar, punctuation, and MLA documentation
· At least 6 sources (Wikipedia is not an acceptable source)
· A works cited page of all sources used in your proposal
Content:
· Attention: Create an introduction that captures attention of your audience
· Describe the community partner
· History of organization
· Introduction of staff members, and those who make decisions
· Describe how the organization works; what services it offers, etc.
· Need: Discuss the scope of the problem and how we are affected 
· State the problem your group identified 
· How did you verify this problem with the community partner; did they tell you is it a problem? 
· Community Mapping Diagram
· When did the problem start?
· What leads to this problem?
· What impact is the problem having on people, property, environment, organizations, etc.
· Provide evidence on why what problem is facing your community partner 
· Summary from interviews
· Statistics from surveys and/or online research
· Summary from observations
· Other evidence?
· Satisfaction: Demonstrate how your solution fills the need or solves the problem by describing:
· What is your solution?
· How does your solution work?
· Who is impacted by your solution?
· Visualization: Provide examples (visual and descriptive) to help audience understand your solution
· Include images 
· Personal stories on how it will work
· Timeline on steps needed to implement solution
· Action: Summarize ideas and close with your “pitch” on why the audience should adopt your proposed solution.



Individually you will complete the remaining components:

Reflection Essay and Evaluations (2.5%) – Due Last Day of Class
You will write a 2 page paper integrating what you have learned in class about critical thinking and what you have learned in the process of working on the Community Innovation Project. The emphasis for this assignment will be on your ability to demonstrate critical reflection about your experience. Your essay must be more than a simple report of what you did; you should reflect on what you learned from the experience, how it relates to what you learned through class discussions and reading, and how you will apply this new knowledge. 
In your essay, make sure you answer and include the following:
Length:   2 pages
	Format: 
· Typed, double-spaced and in 12 point font 
· Proper use of grammar, punctuation, and MLA documentation
Content:
· What is the community need your service helped address?
· How did you use critical thinking skills to help you understand the underlying causes of this issue? 
· How do you look at this community issue differently than before your Community Innovation Project?
· Based on you Community Innovation Project experience, what are possible long-term solutions to this issue? 
· What do you see as your role in the collective effort to solve this or other community issues?
· Summarize the impact the Community Innovation Project has had on your personal and professional growth.



Presentation Grading Criteria

	COMPONENT
	4 - Excellent
	3 – Good
	2 – Fair
	1 - Poor

	Nonverbal Skills
	
	
	
	

	Eye Contact
	Holds attention of entire audience with the use of direct eye contact, seldom looking at notes.
	Consistent use of direct eye contact with audience, but still returns to notes.
	Displays minimal eye contact with audience, while reading mostly from the notes.
	No eye contact with audience; entire presentation is read from notes.

	Body Language
	Movements seem fluid and help the audience visualize.
	Made movements or gestures that enhance articulation.
	Very little movement or descriptive gestures.
	No movement or descriptive gestures.

	Poise
	Student displays relaxed, self-confident nature about self, with no mistakes.
	Makes minor mistakes, but quickly recovers from them; displays little or no tension.
	Displays mild tension; has trouble recovering from mistakes.
	Tension and nervousness is obvious; has trouble recovering from mistakes.

	Verbal Skills
	
	
	
	

	Enthusiasm
	Demonstrates a strong, positive feeling about topic during entire presentation.
	Mostly shows positive feelings about topic.
	Shows some negativity toward topic presented.
	Shows no interest in topic presented.

	Elocution
	Student uses a clear voice and correct, precise pronunciation of terms so that all audience members can hear presentation.
	Student’s voice is clear. Student pronounces most words correctly. Most audience members can hear presentation.

	Student’s voice is low. Student incorrectly pronounces terms. Audience members have difficulty hearing presentation.
	Student mumbles, incorrectly pronounces terms, and speaks too quietly for a majority of audience to hear.

	Content
	
	
	
	

	Opening/Introduction
	Opening captivates the audience with interest and/or intrigue.
	Interesting opening; engages audience.
	Opening is minimally engaging.
	Opening fails to engage the audience.

	Focus
	Purpose of presentation is clear from the outset. Supporting ideas maintain clear focus on the topic.
	Topic of the presentation is clear. Content generally supports the purpose.
	Presentation lacks clear direction. Big ideas not specifically identified.
	No focus at all. Audience cannot determine purpose of presentation.

	Organization
	Student presents information in logical, interesting sequence that audience can follow.
	Student presents information in logical sequence that audience can follow.
	Audience has difficulty following presentation because student jumps around.
	Audience cannot understand presentation because there is no sequence of information.

	Use of Evidence
	Selected evidence clearly supports the purpose of the presentation. Compelling evidence from the opposition also included.
A variety of sources are included.
	Evidence, both in favor and in opposition of claim(s), generally supports the purpose of the presentation.
	Evidence, either in favor or in opposition of claim(s) cannot be clearly identified.
	No evidence is used.

	Visual Aids
	Visual aids are all readable, clear and professional looking, enhancing the message.
	Visual aids are mostly readable, clear and professional looking.
	Significant problems with readability, clarity and/or professionalism of visual aids.
	Visual aids are all unreadable, unclear and/or unprofessional.

	Question & Answer
	Speaker expands upon previous statements. Cites additional examples to answer question.
	Thoughtful, concise responses. Conveys knowledge of subject.
	Responses not clear or do not add to comprehension of the listener.
	Could not answer questions or answers are irrelevant.

	Other
	
	
	
	

	Time Limit / Page Limit
	Adheres to time or page limit and optimizes allotted time.
	Adheres to time or page limit.
	Does not adhere to time or page limit (goes over).
	Does not adhere to time or page limit (goes under).
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