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Critical Thinking and Communication                                                                                       Professor Name
HUMN 1201					email: 
Course Type: (Lecture, Technology, Hybrid, Fully Online)		Office: 
Term: 			Office phone: 
Office hours: (10 per week required) 

COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course is designed to assist in the development of skills in critical reading, critical thinking, and interpersonal communication in the context of contemporary issues. This course focuses not only on improving reading comprehension and analytical  skills,  but  also  on  identifying  problems  with  logic found  in  one’s own communication and in that of others. Moreover, this course will focus on developing an awareness of techniques commonly used in advertising and political language, on understanding principles of interpersonal communication and public speaking, and on organizing, developing, and presenting audience-centered material.

COURSE VALUE
Based on the readings/information in the course, include a small word here about the 

COURSE STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES (CSLOs)
Upon successful completion of this course, the student will be able to:
1. Identify the essential parts of an argument.
2. Critically evaluate an argument.
3. Recognize fallacies in reasoning.
4. Critically assess information in print and other media to determine its veracity and reliability.
5. Demonstrate critical listening and speaking skills.
6. Present and write well-organized arguments with effective prose.

COURSE OBJECTIVES
To fulfill these learning outcomes, students will:
1. Compose a variety of writing assignments. (SLOs 1, 5, & 6)
2. Study and map the parts of an argument as well as the types of judgments or statements that compose them. (SLOs 1, 2, 3, & 4)
3. Review the different types of fallacies that arise in argumentation, both formal and informal. (SLOs 1, 2, & 3)
4. Research print and other forms of media in order to identify as well as critically evaluate their content (SLOs 1, 2, 3, & 4)
5. Critically listen to their colleagues’ arguments as well as present their own in both small and large- group settings. (SLOs 1, 2, 3, 5, & 6)

INSTITUTIONAL STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES (ISLOs)
By fulfilling these CSLOs, the course also contributes to the following ISLOs:
1. Written Communication: The development and clear expression of ideas in writing.
2. Critical Thinking: A habit of mind characterized by the comprehensive exploration of issues, ideas, artifacts, and events before accepting or formulating an opinion or conclusion.
3. Information Literacy: The ability to know when there is a need for information, the ability to be able to identify, locate, evaluate, and effectively and responsibly use and share that information for the problem at hand.

REQUIRED COURSE MATERIALS
All assigned course materials are located within the Desire to Learn Brightspace Course Management System.  Additionally, you are expected to come to class daily with note-taking materials and any other items assigned by the instructor.

COURSE POLICIES

Course Attendance Policy

Outline your rules and expectations on attendance/tardiness/early departures.

Preparation, Participation, and Time Commitment

Include your expectations for preparing for class, participation in class, and overall time budgeted for this course.

Personal Electronic Devices
Share your rules on usage of personal electronic devices during class time.
Awareness of Assignment Expectations and Deadlines

Include your expectations of how to effectively use the course schedule.
Original Work
All work submitted for this course must be your own and written exclusively for this course. The use of sources (ideas, quotations, paraphrases) must be properly documented. Please refer to pages 5-6 in the SSU Code of Student Conduct (https://www.savannahstate.edu/student-affairs/documents/SavannahStateUniversityCodeofStudentConduct.pdf) to become familiar with the university's definition of and policy on plagiarism and cheating. Additionally, feel free to see me if you have any questions about your use of sources. If you are caught plagiarizing or engaging in academic dishonesty in this class, severe penalties will be imposed.
Late Work
Include your late work policy.

Incomplete Policy

Students will not be given an incomplete grade in the course without sound reason and documented evidence as described in the SSU Student Handbook. In any case, for a student to receive an incomplete, s/he must be passing the course at the time of request and must have completed a significant portion of the course.

Communication with the Instructor

Share your preferred method for communication via email and appointments.

University Activities Attendance Policy

Savannah State University endeavors to provide optimum conditions for the intellectual growth and development of its students. With the exception of University approved activities, it is expected that students should attend and be punctual to their classes, laboratories, and officially scheduled class requirements. Students who are absent because of participation in approved University activities will be permitted to make up work missed during their absences, provided that no more than 15% of class hours per course per term are missed and that work is assigned for completion prior to the University sanctioned activity. (MWF = 7; TR = 4.5)

Disability Accommodations

Savannah State University is committed to providing reasonable accommodations to students with documented disabilities, as required under federal law. The purpose of disability accommodation is to provide equal access to the academic material and equal access to demonstrate mastery of the material. Students with disabilities must meet all academic requirements and standards of the class, including the attendance policy. If you have a disability and need accommodations, please contact the Office of Counseling and Disability Services. They are located in King-Frazier 233. Once documentation of the disability is gathered and approved, you will be given an Accommodation Letter, detailing the appropriate, approved accommodations, which you should present to me so we can discus and implement your accommodations.

GRADE COMPONENTS

You are expected to complete all required readings and class assignments, respectfully contribute to discussion, and to submit work that is solely the product of your own efforts. In addition to these general requirements, your grade will be determined from the following components:

1. Quizzes (X%): Include a description of how quizzes work in the class and how much they are worth.


2. Homework Assignments (X%): Include a description of homework and how much it is worth overall.

3. Exams (X%): Include a description of exams and how they are worth overall and individually.  NOTE: we are attempting to limit exam content to no more than 2-3 chapters worth of material.

4. Presentations (15%): Include a description of your assigned presentations.  One should be a type of “introduce yourself” presentation (in class or online), one should be in conjunction with the Value-Based Arguments unit, and one should be a capstone-type presentation.  At least one presentation should be an individual presentation. 

5. Persuasive Essay (X%): Include a description of the final essay and how much it is worth overall.  It should conform to the features of the common writing assignment adopted by the department (responding to an ill-structured problem, scaffolded, inclusion of a thesis in the form of an enthymeme, etc.)

6. Other (X%): 

*Your grade components must include homework, presentations (3), quizzing and/or testing, and an assigned essay in the form of a persuasive argument.


7. 
GRADING EXPECTATIONS AND STANDARDSGrading Scale : A = 90 - 100% 
B = 80 - 89%  
C = 70 - 79% 
D = 60 - 69% 

F = 0 - 59%	


A – To achieve this grade the student must display superior performance in his/her course work. This includes demonstrating the ability to process, comprehend and recall complex ideas, and to be able to convey those ideas to others in a clear, intelligent manner. An "A" student will go beyond simple requirements and seek to excel in his/her preparation for and presentation of assigned work. He/she will demonstrate excellence in communication skills and the ability to contextualize material.

B – To achieve this grade the student needs to display above average performance in his/her course work, including demonstrating the ability to process, comprehend and recall complex ideas, while being able to convey
those ideas in a clear, intelligent manner. A "B" student will also go beyond minimum requirements in terms of preparation and presentation of assigned work. He/she will demonstrate above average communication skills and ability to contextualize material.

C – For this grade the student must meet the minimum requirements for the course, displaying adequate performance in his/her course work, and adequately demonstrate the ability to comprehend and recall complex ideas, while also being able to convey those ideas in a like manner. A "C" student demonstrates competence in terms of preparation and presentation of assigned work. He/she will demonstrate adequate communication skills and ability to contextualize materials.

D – A student receiving this grade is performing below the minimum requirements for the course. This could include failure to complete or turn in assignments on a timely basis, or failure to adequately demonstrate the ability to comprehend, recall or convey complex ideas. A "D" student performs below the average in terms of preparation and presentation of assigned work. He/she may not be demonstrating adequate communication skills or ability to contextualize materials.

F – A student receiving this grade has failed to meet the requirements of the course, including failure to complete or turn in assignments, or failure to demonstrate the ability to comprehend, recall or convey complex ideas. An "F" student has not performed in a manner satisfactory to the standards of the class.
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TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS

Browser Configuration

If you are not using an SSU computer, it is highly recommended that you make sure your computer is compatible for the D2L environment. To test your compatibility, go to the following link from your computer:

https://ecore.usg.edu/future-students/technical-requirements.php

Having a correctly configured computer will help ensure your success in D2L. Check the information
at http://ecore.usg.edu/prospective/techreqs.php to be sure that your computer meets all the necessary technical requirements for hardware and software. Links to the plug-ins (special free software) that you will need are provided.

Flash Player / QuickTime:

You may need Flash Player to use some of the content contained within this course. The players are free and available from the Web. Visit http://www.adobe.com/. Download the players and install them on your machine during the first few days of class. You may also want to download the QuickTime player
from http://www.apple.com/quicktime/.

Devices

It is highly recommended that you utilize a flash drive to save your work at public computer labs. It is also not recommended to attempt to complete course items from a smart phone.

How to Get Help with Technical Issues

Help is available to you from several areas. From within the D2l course site, start by clicking on the "Brightspace Help" link located in the upper right hand corner of the D2L course home page window.

The "help" link is context sensitive, which means it will take you to the appropriate help topic based in your current location. For example, if you are in Discussions, clicking the "help" link will display information to assist you in that particular tool.

If your question cannot be answered by the information found in this "help" link, go to the following sources for further assistance:

Technology Support at SSU

Computer Services & Information Technology (CSIT) Powell Hall, Building 106 https://simba.savannahstate.edu/students/e-mail.aspx (912-358-HELP / 4357 or 912-358-4315)
Monday–Friday 8:00am–5:00pm

24/7 Assistance

For technical assistance contact the 24/hour helpline at https://D2LHelp.view.usg.edu/ (scroll down to the Student Support area). You may also find the links below helpful:

1)

https://documentation.brightspace.com/EN/learners/learners.htm?tocpath=Learners%7C 	0

2)

https://d2lhelp.view.usg.edu/knowledge.do?sysparm_document_key=kb_knowledge,1afd7bfac8d2b0808e66cb9b 7a4691d9



COURSE SCHEDULE: You can use a different format of your liking, but be sure that your schedule includes the unit/module, week, day, date, topic, assigned reading/material, and assignments due. NOTE: substantive feedback on student work must 
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