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1. Narrative  
A. Key outcomes:  This was a wonderful experience, and we’re all grateful for ALG’s support. Creation of the materials was a significant undertaking for our project, since we wrote a new text to replace the traditional course textbook, but it was fulfilling to see students interact with these materials in a more engaged way. We completed the bulk of our writing work over the Summer 2023 semester and continued to collaborate with our student ‘editors’ throughout the Fall 2023 semester. One of their primary tasks was to help us incorporate classroom feedback and to make the collection more cohesive and visually appealing by developing a detailed chapter template. 

Because our text was new, we each had to make significant changes to how and in what order we teach particular topics. This meant more course preparation than previous semesters, but had the effect of revitalizing our perspectives and calling for updated real-world examples of various concepts. It also meant that we had to refine and revise assessment tools like quizzes and exams. 

Students reacted very positively to the text this first semester. There were a few comments about the chapters being “too long” (though they are generally shorter than those in a traditional textbook), but many students noted that they liked the connections they saw between the material and their own lives and other courses, and they were appreciative of the case studies that brought in attention-getting contemporary examples of the topics outlined in each chapter. 

B. Lessons learned: If we had the process to begin again, we’d work to hire student assistants significantly earlier so they could get through the lengthy onboarding process and begin work at the beginning of the summer. We’d also give ourselves more internal deadlines such that we spend down our materials and student assistant funds in a more timely manner. 

C. Materials created/shared: We have developed a new collection of readings for our four-field Introduction to Anthropology course. Each of our thirteen chapters includes learning objectives, chapter text and key words, a case study, comprehension questions, critical thinking and engagement questions, and a list of additional resources. We will continue to make improvements throughout Spring 2024 based on Fall 2023 student feedback, and will share the completed document via OpenALG and GALILEO under an Attribution 4.0 License (CC BY) as required in the Grants Request for Proposals as soon as possible. 

2. Quotes
Three quotes from students evaluating their experience with the no-cost learning materials:
“I really liked chapter 4 case study. It was about the chimps and bonobos and I liked reading about the activity of the Bonobos and how they have some type of social hierarchy. I had never heard anything like that related to apes. Hearing about their relationships as well was fascinating.”
“My favorite chapter has been learning about the Stone Ages. It helped me grasp that life was forever changed by the use of farming. It also helped me imagine chronologically how each era was defined because of what defined each era. The case study about Mesopotamia was also my favorite case study out of all the readings.” 
“What was most useful for me in this class were the reading reflections. The comprehension and critical thinking questions [in each chapter] allowed for me to really grasp the content and understand it.” 
3. Quantitative and Qualitative Measures
A. Uniform Measurements Questions
Student Opinion of Materials 
Was the overall student opinion about the materials used in the course positive, neutral, or negative?
Total number of students affected in this project: 249
· Positive:	60 % 
· Neutral:	30 % 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Negative:	10 %  

Student Learning Outcomes and Grades
Was the overall comparative impact on student performance in terms of learning outcomes and grades in the semester(s) of implementation over previous semesters positive, neutral, or negative?
Student outcomes should be described in detail in Section 3b.       
Choose One:  
· _x_ Positive: Higher performance outcomes measured over previous semester(s)
· ___ Neutral: Same performance outcomes over previous semester(s)
· ___ Negative: Lower performance outcomes over previous semester(s) 
Student Drop/Fail/Withdraw (DFW) Rates
Was the overall comparative impact on Drop/Fail/Withdraw (DFW) rates in the semester(s) of implementation over previous semesters positive, neutral, or negative?
24% of students dropped/failed/withdrew from the course in the final semester of implementation. 
Choose One:  
· _ _ Positive: This is a lower percentage of students with D/F/W than previous semester(s)
· _x_ Neutral: This is the same percentage of students with D/F/W than previous semester(s)
· ___ Negative: This is a higher percentage of students with D/F/W than previous semester(s)
B. Measures Narrative
Measures of student success are somewhat mixed across team members’ sections. Generally speaking, however, the adoption of our new textbook materials resulted in improved grades and overall, students responded to it positively. Drop/fail/withdraw rates were varied across instructors, with some demonstrating a significant reduction and others showing an increase. It is important to note that the data does not currently differentiate between students completing this class online or in person, though it is our impression that in-person responses to the text were more favorable and DFW rates lower. We will continue to gather these data to demonstrate student impact as we revise and use the materials.
Most students reported that the no-cost text impacted their decision to enroll in the course in either a positive or neutral manner. Most students also reported reading the majority of the text assigned (50-100%), despite the number one complaint being that the chapters were “too long”. Chapter summaries, case studies, and comprehension questions were ranked among the text components students found most useful. 
Students also provided a number of helpful suggestions. Implementing some of these will simply involve a bit of time for faculty to show students some of the lesser-known capabilities of Adobe/PDFs; for instance, more than one student wished that there was a way for the chapters to be read aloud, and Adobe has this tool. Another significant student note was that they tended to feel overwhelmed when initially opening a new chapter file and being confronted with “a wall of text”. To address this, we are currently working to update the format to incorporate more images, and future iterations of the text (likely not the version to be used for Spring 2024, but for subsequent semesters) will intersperse comprehension questions throughout, rather than listing these at the end of each chapter.
4. Sustainability Plan
The redesigned course materials will be used in sections of ANTH 1102 offered each semester following the conclusion of the grant period. The faculty team will continue to meet and discuss new written or multimedia opportunities, share successful pedagogical approaches, and strategize on best practices to ensure student retention, engagement, and success. A central component of the continuing collaborative structure between members of the team is to refine and update course materials to reflect theoretical changes in the field, the latest scientific understandings, and new sensitivities to issues of culture, society, and power. We anticipate using the proposed text for a period of at least four years. Any new full- or part-time faculty hired to teach the course will receive guidance on how to implement the materials in their respective ANTH 1102 sections.

Georgia Gwinnett College (GGC) is committed to the success of its students, as represented by its access mission. GGC is routinely named a ‘most diverse college’ in its region and is a newly designated Hispanic Serving Institution. The college also enrolls large numbers of first-generation and military veteran students. All of these student populations stand to benefit disproportionately from the services GGC provides (e.g., Learning Support courses, Emergency assistance, Peer Supplemental Instruction, Care Pantry); as such, GGC also has a record of supporting the development and implementation of no-cost course materials. 
5. Future Affordable Materials Plans
It is likely that any additional ALG proposals for other courses will focus on adopting a selection of extant OER. 
6. Future Scholarship Plans
The faculty team still plans to prepare at least one publication for submission to a journal that explores the Scholarship of Teaching of Learning. We anticipate that the article will be submitted during the Fall of 2024 and published in 2025.
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