Module 9— “Approaches to Learning: Social Constructivist”
1. Students will define social constructivism. 
2. Students will apply constructivist approaches in a lesson plan.
3. Students will define cooperative learning.
4. Students will evaluate the role of cooperative work in group instruction. 
5. Students will explain the idea of scaffolding instruction.

Multiple Choice Questions (12)
Which of the following is an approach that emphasizes the social contexts of learning and the idea that knowledge is mutually built and constructed? 
A. Cognitive constructivist
B. Social constructivist 
C. Situated cognition
D. Reciprocal teaching 
Which of the following is an example of the social constructivist approach?
A. Students work together on social studies projects.
B. Students work independently to discover scientific principles.
C. Students are assigned half an hour of homework each night.
D. Students silent read a book of their choice. 
What is the best definition cognitive apprenticeship?
A. Individuals process knowledge and make sense of it in their minds
B. Students construct knowledge through social interactions with others 
C. An expert stretches and supports a novice’s understanding and use of a skill 
D. A technique of changing the level of support over the course of a teaching session 
Which of the following is an example of a cognitive apprenticeship?
A. Ms. Adams moves on quickly if a student does not know the correct answer so that he does not become embarrassed.
B. Ms. Spinks pays attention to both verbal and nonverbal cues from her students regarding their understanding of the lesson and gives students strategies to find the answer, if necessary.
C. Ms. Wood immediately gives the class the correct answer when they answer incorrectly.
D. Ms. Powell lectures the class, and they take notes. 
Which of the following is the best example of scaffolding?
A. Jack gives his friend David the answers to last night’s homework.
B. Jack helps David complete the homework by giving him the least amount of assistance needed for each question.
C. Jack helps David by giving him hints for each answer.
D. Jack tells David to do the homework on his own. 
What occurs when students work in small groups to help each other learn?
A. Tutoring
B. Scaffolding
C. Cooperative learning
D. Group rewards
Which teacher uses peer tutoring most effectively?
A. Mr. Mathews uses a buddy system where students can choose someone to work with. Students generally choose their best friends.
B. Ms. Schneider uses 5th graders as special helpers in her 1st grade classroom every afternoon. The tutors have explicit instructions for how to help the younger students. 
C. Mr. Taylor chooses low-achieving students from upper grades to tutor his students in spelling.
D. Ms. Sullivan pairs high-achieving students with low-achieving students because she has seen that sometimes students can explain concepts more easily to their peers than she can. 
Which of the following represents the best formation of a heterogeneous ability work group?
A. Four low-achieving students
B. Two low-achieving boys and two low-achieving girls
C. Four high-achieving students
D. Two high-achieving boys and two low-achieving girls 
Which term best describes the idea that thinking and learning occur within a social context and are not limited to what is going on within a person’s mind?
A. Situated cognition
B. Social constructivist approach
C. Schema
D. Cooperative learning 
What is a strategy for creating successful team building?
A. Begin the year with cooperative learning on a difficult task
B. Create large groups of 6 or more students 
C. Discuss the value of having a group leader and roles for each group member
D. Have students grouped solely by ability level  
Which of the following best describes the role of materials manager in small-group interaction?
A. Brings out reluctant students and is a motivator
B. Obtains and returns supplies 
C. Keeps the group on task
D. Equalizes student participation 
Which of the following best reflects situated cognition?
A. Students read a book about the justice system.
B. The teacher arranges for students to visit a local courthouse, observe a judge, and ask a judge interview questions.
C. Students are given an assignment to work together to write a report on the role of a judge.
D. Students write a report on the justice system by searching for articles online.  
Videos (8)
Vygotsky’s View: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_fWm7cF8-WM 
Social Constructivist Approach: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HMy0drpVE7I 
Situated Cognition/Learning: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y4JpqH-Sqzw 
Observational Learning: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GK6tGFjCOAM 
Cooperative Learning: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cnkKHL_dyGE 
Active Learning: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xxVxgQJwV7w 
Cognitive Apprenticeship: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NRqWKpcNRI0 
Scaffolding Instruction: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RUzMkLK4XbI 

Discussion Post (1)
Purpose: The purpose of this assignment is to discuss the way children learn through observation and how this is relevant to your own future classroom. 
Skills: You will discuss how children learn by observing the world around them, including the media. You will think critically about how media can positively and negatively affect children and how this may affect your own classroom. 
Knowledge: To complete the assignment, you must be familiar with social constructivism and observational learning. Refer to the material in this module to review this information. 
Task: Discuss the following topic and reply to a classmate. 
According to the theory of observational learning, children learn by observing other people (or models).  Consider the models that students observe on television, videos/DVD's/YouTube, movies, and the computer.  Do you think children are influenced by the models that they observe in the media? Why or why not?  Do you think that children should be limited in the amount of media time they have (limited television, etc.)?  Why or why not?  At what age, do you think that children are old enough to have unlimited and unfiltered exposure to media?
Assignment (1)
30 points
Purpose: The purpose of this assignment is to examine the social constructivist approach to learning. This approach is based on Vygotsky’s view of social learning that people learn by interacting with others. 
Skills: The purpose of this assignment is to help you develop lesson-planning skills backed by educational psychology that you can use in your own classroom. You will learn how to create and implement a cooperative group assignment that you can use in your future classroom.
Knowledge: To complete the assignment, you must be familiar with Vygotsky’s view of social learning and the social constructivist approach to learning. Refer to the material in this module to review this information. 
Task: Choose one of the following topics: 
1.Parts of the cell.
2.Addition of single digit numbers (2+3, etc.).
3.Telling time
4.Causes of World War II
5.Definition of a noun
6.Characteristics of Birds
7.Colors
8.Weather
9.Three parts of the federal government
10. Recognizing the main idea in a paragraph
Describe a cooperative group activity that you could use with your class. Refer to the material in this module for ideas of cooperative learning methods and strategies you could use. Answer the following questions and address the statements below:
1. What topic did you choose?
2. For which grade level is the activity designed?
3. Why did you compose your groups in the manner you chose? 
4. Describe the cooperative learning activity you plan to do.
5. Provide a rubric or grading criteria for your assignment. 
Criteria: Please see the attached rubric. 
	
	5: exceeds
	4: meets
	3: developing
	2: needs improvement
	1: not present

	Topic/Grade Level Choice
	Topic and grade level are present; activity is appropriate for this age group; student gave brief explanation of why he/she chose this topic
	Topic and grade level are present; activity is appropriate for this age group
	Topic or grade level may be missing; or activity may not be appropriate for this age group
	Topic and/or grade level are missing; activity is not appropriate for this age group
	Student did not choose a topic or grade level

	Grouping Explanation
	Student explained how and why groups are chosen; student listed pros and cons of groups and/or gave alternate grouping arrangements
	Student explained how and why groups are chosen
	Student explained how or why groups were chosen; more information needed
	Student gave grouping arrangement but did not give an explanation as to how they were chosen
	Student did not explain how the students should be grouped

	Activity Description
	Student gave a thorough description of the class activity including length of the activity and steps required to complete the activity; student discussed any planning and preparation necessary to complete the task
	Student gave a description of the class activity including length of activity and steps required to complete the activity
	Student gave a description of the activity including length of activity or steps required to complete the activity
	Student did not give enough details to explain the assignment 
	Student did not describe the activity

	Assessment Strategy
	Student described how the students would be assessed including the type of assessment (formative, summative) and why this type of assessment was chosen
	Student described how the students would be assessed and why this assessment was chosen
	Student listed assessment type with very brief explanation
	Student listed assessment type with no other details included 
	Student did not describe how the activity will be assessed

	Application of social constructivist view of learning
	Student explained in detail how the social constructivist view relates to this assignment. Student applied this theory to the assignment based on the activity description.
	Student briefly explained how the social constructivist view relates to this assignment. Activity description shows that is relates to the theory.
	Activity is related to social constructivist view, but student does not explain how activity is related. 
	Activity does not appear to be strongly related to the social constructivist theory.
	Student did not apply the theory to the assignment

	Grammar and Mechanics
	Exceptional grammar and mechanics throughout the assignment; no errors. 
	Grammar and mechanics meet expectations; up to two minor errors.
	Minor grammatical and mechanical errors; 3-4 errors.
	Significant grammatical and mechanical errors; 5-6 errors.
	Student made multiple errors in grammar and mechanics; 7 or more errors.




