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Abstract
This paper explains my personal beliefs on cognitive development, language development, and socio-emotional development. Within this paper, I will explain what cognitive development, language development, and socio-emotional development is. I will also explain how I feel children develop cognitive, language, and socio-emotional skills, and what theorists my personal beliefs align with. I will also describe what I believe my classroom will look like to help advance cognitive, language, and socio-emotional development. Another thing I will talk about is what the teacher's role is based on my classroom description for each development. The last thing I will discuss is my classroom practices and strategies based on my personal beliefs for each development. As a teacher, it is my job to implement cognitive, language, and socio-emotional development to expand my student's abilities to communicate with others. 
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Cognitive, Language, and Socio-Emotional Development
Cognitive Development
	I believe that cognitive development is a term used to describe how children learn and process things. My belief is that cognitive development is developed through relationships and interactions. People tend to express things with emotions through interactions, and I think that plays a major role in a child’s cognitive development. Piaget states that “Intelligence changes as children grow.” (Carpenter,2022, August 23), I believe what Piaget states is true, a child’s intelligence is constantly changing. Piaget believes that “Cognitive development occurs through interactions of the mind and environments.” (Carpenter,2022, August 23). 
 Inside my classroom, I would like to give students examples, include them in lessons, and create many relationships and interactions with different adults and children based on the lesson. Giving children examples challenges their minds by giving them the expectations you are looking for. For example, if I am wanting them to create a self-portrait of themselves, I would show them an example of my self-portrait. I will include my students in lessons and give them short lessons. If we are learning the vocabulary word “they” I would have some students come up to the front. I would have the other students tell me how these students represent the word “they”. This will challenge their minds by relating the real world with our vocabulary terms. I will create relationships and interactions, by having my students work in different groups often. Therefore, they will create new relationships and learn to interact with their peers. For example, If I give them a math problem I would have them work in groups to solve it. This will allow them to have discussions based on the lesson being taught.
	The role of the teacher would be to use visual aids, give examples, include them in the short lessons, and encourage relationships and interactions. It would be my job as the teacher to come up with visual aids and examples that go along with the lessons. The use of visual aids gives the children an idea of what to associate a word with. As the teacher, it would also be my job to challenge them by giving short lessons and coming up with different ways to include them in each lesson. Lastly, as the teacher, I would encourage these positive relationships and interactions by showing my students the positive relationships and interactions that I have with them. 
There are many different practices and strategies that I would use as a teacher inside my classroom. Ortiz (2022) states that “There are top cognitive strategies that may be utilized to keep students attracted and up best with learning while helping them grasp information faster and retain it with high accuracy.”. There are three cognitive strategies that help students learn faster, which are summarizing/paraphrasing, memorization and imagery, and reflection (Ortiz, 2022). Having the students summarize or paraphrase a lesson allows them to grasp the important information in this lesson. Another strategy is memorization and imagery, with these children, are given an opportunity to memorize a word or sentence by putting it with a picture or image. Lastly is reflection, which allows children to reflect on their day and gives them an opportunity to point out the important things they learned throughout the day. Reflection shows me as the teacher what they learned and not what they just memorized at that moment. Everything that I have listed will help me expand my student’s cognitive development, by challenging their minds in different ways.

Language Development 
I believe that language development occurs through having conversations and interactions with adults and children. The Child Studies and Public Service & Education (2017) states that “Most children learn how to listen, speak, read, and write from birth through grade three.”, which I believe to be very true. I believe children's language development starts when they are first born. Through these interactions, the child is taking in how you pronounce words or sentences, which will eventually be the way they will pronounce these words or sentences. Within Skinner’s theory, he states, “Accounted for language development by means of environmental influence.” (Carpenter,2022, August 23), and I believe that language development has a lot to do with environmental influence. Skinner also states that “Correct utterances are positively reinforced and communicative value of words and phrases is realized.” (Carpenter,2022, August 23). 
There are many different things I would do inside my classroom to benefit language development. Child Studies states that talking to a child, answering questions, and reading all benefit a child’s language development. Inside my classroom, the first thing I will implement will be conversations, whether that is between me and a child or between two children. These conversations will include the child’s interests, The Child Studies and Public Service & Education (2017) says that “Keeping the discussion related to them makes the conversation more meaningful and holds their interest longer.”. The second thing I will do inside my classroom will be to give my students a chance to ask questions and give them simple, but complete answers. The third thing I will use inside my classroom will be reading. At the beginning of the school year, I will give my students a survey on what their interests are, which will give me an understanding of what books will interest them. I will also have my students look at the pictures on the pages and we will talk about how it relates to the story. The Child Studies and Public Service & Education (2017) states that “Reading helps children develop the rhythm and structure of language as they learn new words.”, which I believe to be true. Inside my classroom, I would also like to use positive reinforcement to encourage my students to do the practices and strategies correctly. Using positive reinforcement will encourage them to use language correctly more often. 
As the teacher, it would be my job to talk to my students daily and encourage conversations. It would also be my job to describe the things I am talking about and teach my students the correct word/name that goes along with an object. I would also make time in my lessons for my students to ask questions, while I answer them with simple and complete answers. While reading books, I will encourage my students to engage in the story as I lead those conversations.
There are some practices and strategies that I would include in my classroom, which are eye contact, level talking, speaking loudly, and tones. Eye contact lets a child or person know that you are fully engaged with what they are saying. I will have my students practice maintaining eye contact within my classroom when they are speaking to someone. Getting on a child’s level will help them feel more confident with what they are about to say. Encouraging students to speak loudly will help their language development along with others. I will have my students practice this often by giving them different levels of volume on the board. The last thing we will practice inside my classroom will be the different tones that people use and when it is most appropriate to use them. All the things I have listed will help my student’s language development, by giving them different opportunities to have conversations with adults and other students.
Socio-Emotional Development 
I believe that students develop socio-emotional skills by having interactions with people from different backgrounds, religions, races, and practices. I also believe that socio-emotional development skills are the way that children express their emotions. Jennifer Palmer (2019) states that “…young children acquire social and emotional skills, such as regulating emotions, sharing with others and following instructions.”. I believe that children develop this through relations whether it is with a family member, friend, or teacher. This development starts when a child is first born. Inside Bronfenbrenner’s ecological theory he states, “Child development is a complex system of relationships affected by multiple levels of the surrounding environment, from immediate settings of family and school to broad cultural values, laws, and customs.” (Carpenter,2022, August 25). Another thing that Bronfenbrenner talks about in his theory is active learning and teamwork “A child must be active in their learning and engaged both academically and socially. They should work as a team with their peers and be involved in meaningful learning experiences.” (Carpenter,2022, August 25). 
	Inside my classroom, I will include socio-emotional development in three different ways. The three ways I will include it in my classroom will be through relationships, experiences, and modeling. Relationships play a major role in socio-emotional development. Inside my classroom I want all my students to feel comfortable, because of the relationship we all have. By doing this, I will promote socio-emotional development, by having my students learn what empathy, cooperation, and feelings are. Another thing I will include in my classroom is experiences. These experiences could be as simple as group hands-on activities. These activities give my students an opportunity to explore things while building relationships with their peers. The last thing I will include inside my classroom is modeling good conversations. Modeling good conversations helps my student develop socio-emotional skills by giving them a chance to see how I check up on my student's emotions.  
As the teacher, I will guide my students to form different relationships. I will also come up with experiences for my students to further their socio-emotional skills. It is a known fact that everyone learns through trial and error from experiences. It will also be my job to model socio-emotional situations. My models would be based on manners and social skills. As a teacher, I cannot expect my students to have good manners and social skills if I do not model the correct ones.
	The three main practices and strategies that I would like to implement in my classroom are positive talking, emotions, and teamwork. Positive talking helps children control their emotions, by lifting each other up. At the beginning of the school year as a class, we will come up with different sentences to say to help others feel better about themselves. The next thing we will practice inside my classroom is emotions. As a class, we will make a chart with pictures that represent the different emotions. We will also practice and participate in role play sessions to demonstrate the different emotions frequently throughout the year. The final strategy we will practice is teamwork. I would like my students to practice teamwork and work in teams at least once a day. I want them to be able to assign different jobs to each other when working as a team so that all the students inside that team have an important responsibility. Inside all three of these practices and strategies, my students will constantly be practicing how to correctly work with and speak to others. All the things I have listed will help my student’s socio-emotional development, by giving them many opportunities to develop social and emotional skills, and by giving them a chance to interact with different people. 
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