Georgia Highlands College
EDUC 2130: Exploring Learning and Teaching



Contact Information
Dr. Jenny Carpenter
706-368-7622
jecarpen@highlands.edu
Office: F-142, Floyd Campus

Class Information
CRN# 80781
Credit Hours: 3 
Fall Semester, 2022
Asynchronous 8-week, Web-based Class
Welcome

Welcome! I am excited to begin this course with you! This class is delivered in an asynchronous format during the first 8-weeks of the semester. That means that we will not have regularly scheduled class meetings and will not meet face-to-face this semester. This type of class format works best for students looking for flexibility and who are highly motivated, organized, self-directed learners. Asynchronous courses are not easier than face-to-face courses, nor do they take less time, in fact this class will cover everything a traditional 16-week course does in 8-weeks which means a quicker turn around on assignments and more assignments due at one time. The expected time commitment for this course is the same as a face-to-face course meeting for the same amount of time. You should expect to devote time for instructional learning and assignment completion.  

Course Description

Prerequisites: Prerequisites: Satisfactory placement scores in ENGL 0989 & MATH 0987 or MATH 0989. Explore key aspects of learning and teaching through examining your own learning processes and those of others, with the goal of applying your knowledge to enhance the learning of all students in a variety of educational settings and contexts.

Office Hours

Monday-Thursday 9 am- 11 am.  Appointments are also available by request.  We can meet in person, or via email, phone, or Zoom.

The Highlights (AKA: The stuff I know you really want to know)

1.  All assignments are due by 11:59 on Sunday evenings, unless otherwise noted. The final week of class is the exception to this schedule.
2.  Yes, there is an opportunity to turn in most work late, but there is a penalty (explained more below).
3.  There is no textbook required for this course.
4.  The total number of assignments are 15 discussion posts, 10 unit assignments, 1 paper, 1 project, 1 field experience report, 1 midterm quiz, and 1 final exam.
5.  No, I do not require that you have a camera on and your browser locked during the quiz or final exam. In fact, you have the opportunity to take them both twice, and I encourage you to use your resource.  Sometimes it isn’t what you can memorize, but if you know how to access the information. 
6.  This is an 8-week class.  It will be an intense 8 weeks, but the good news is you will be done with an entire course 8 weeks from now!
Dates You Should Know About

Class begins: August 13, 2022
Add/Drop Deadline: August 19, 2022
Last day to withdraw with a “W”: September 23, 2022**
Last Day of Class: October 5
Final Exam: October 7th
No work of any kind will be accepted after 11:59 pm on October 7th , 2022

**Before you make the decision to withdraw from the course, I encourage you to talk with me.  I am here to help you and I want you to be successful! 

Top Ten Ways to Increase Your Success in this Course
1. REMIND 101: You can contact me via the Remind 101 app.  Send the code: @educ21301 to 81010 to join.  You can text me directly using this service regarding questions about the content or classroom assignments.  It will be the easiest, quickest way to contact me! I will respond prior to 8 pm and after 7 am. 
2. Check your GHC email and class page in D2L daily. Important stuff gets sent to you in both places, and not just from me. 
3. Submit assignments to D2L in Word (.doc) or PDF (.pdf) format.  
4. To earn full credit for your assignments, submit work by its given due date.  Unless otherwise noted, assignments are due at 11:59 each Sunday.  Refer to the calendar on D2L for the appropriate Sunday due date for each assignment. 
5. The best way to do well is to stay in frequent contact with me, especially if you are going to be late on an assignment.  All assignments are open at the beginning of the semester, but there is a due date for each.  If you feel you have a legitimate reason for an assignment being late, please reach out to me and let’s discuss it.  I get it, things happen! 
6. You may submit assignments ahead of time, but they will not be graded until after the due date has passed.  My plan is to grade assignments the Monday and Tuesday after its due date.  
7. If you find yourself turning in an assignment after its due date, and you haven’t been granted an extension, there will be a one-point deduction for each day that the assignment is late. However, please remember that some points on an assignment are better than zero points on an assignment.  If an assignment is not turned in at all, you will receive a grade of zero.  
8. Don’t forget to do the weekly discussion posts.  These are the one area of assignments that are not open for the full-length of the course.  Once they are closed, they are closed and cannot be made up.  All discussions are already open but there is a due date for each discussion.  Discussion posts are in place to fulfill the missing face-to-face discussion piece of the class.  To earn the maximum points for a discussion post be thoughtful in your original posting, make sure you answer all of the questions that are asked, and make use of the built-in grammar and spell check features in D2L.  Half of your grade on a discussion post will come from responding to one of your peers.  Be thoughtful in your response.  Respond to something specific in their posts.  Your peer response should be something beyond, “I really enjoyed reading your post.  I agree with everything you said.  Keep up the good work.” [image: Winking face outline with solid fill]  While discussion posts cannot be reopened or made up, please communicate with me if there is a legitimate reason that you are unable to complete a discussion post.  
9. Complete your assignments! The assignments in this course are designed to enhance your learning and for you to be able to show me what you have learned from the posted content.  The higher the points available on the assignment, the more it will impact your grade if you decide not to turn it in.  It becomes very difficult to bounce back if you do not turn in the projects and field experience report. 
10. Now is the time to start preparing for when you are the teacher in the classroom! Part of your grade for each assignment will come from your correct usage of grammar and punctuation. Please proofread your assignments prior to turning them in.  No matter what grade level or subject you want to teach, this is a necessary skill. I don’t expect perfection, but I do expect for you to use basic grammar and spell-check features, reread assignments prior to submission, and please (PLEASE[image: Funny face outline with solid fill] ) remember to capitalize “I” when using it as a pronoun.  

Grading Policy

All grades will be based on the Grading Policy of Georgia Highlands College.

	Weekly Discussions
	2o points each x 15 discussions
	300 points total

	Unit Assignments
	30 points each x 10 units
	300 points total

	APA Paper
	50 points x 1 paper
	50 points total

	Learning Styles Project
	50 points x 1 project
	50 points total

	Mid-term Quiz
	50 points x 1 quiz
	50 points total

	Field Experience Report
	200 points x 1 report
	200 points total

	Final Exam
	50 points x 1 exam
	50 points total

	
	
	1000 points possible



Topics to Be Covered

The following topics will be covered in EDUC 2130.  Each of these topics will be framed with their impact on the learning and teaching processes for students in any type of educational setting:
Unit 1: The Foundations of Educational Psychology
Unit 2: Cognitive and Language Development
Unit 3: Social and Socio-Emotional Development
Unit 4: Variations Among Individuals/Learning Styles
Unit 5: Exceptional Learners
Unit 6: Approaches to Learning: Behavioral and Social Cognitive
Unit 7: Approaches to Learning: Information Processing
Unit 8: Approaches to Learning: Cognitive Constructivist
Unit 9: Approaches to Learning: Social Constructivist
Unit 10: Classroom Learning Principles and Management

Assignment Descriptions

1. Discussions: Discussions are an integral part of this course. The discussions are presented in such a way as to allow you to express your opinion about a variety of topics related to the course. Each discussion begins with a discussion prompt. You will need to respond to the prompt. You will also need to respond to one other student’s post. Discussion posts close at the due date and cannot be made up. (20 points each = 10 points for post + 10 points for peer post)

2. Unit Assignment: Each unit will have an assignment posted on D2L in the unit modules under “Content.”   The unit assignments are designed to help you begin to learn strategies/methods that will help you in your own future classroom. Read the directions carefully and answer questions thoughtfully and completely.  (30 points each)

3.  Paper: There is one paper for this course. The information for the paper is posted on D2L. This is an opportunity for you to express your thoughts and integrate what you have been learning in the course. (50 points)

4. Project: There is one project for this course. The information for the project is posted on D2L. (50 points)

5. Exams: The midterm quiz and final exam are online. Both exams are 50 question exams that are based on the content covered in each unit. Be sure to use all resources available within the units of study to review for the exams. Both the midterm and final can each be taken twice. Your final grade on these assessments may be adjusted after I review your answers to make sure that the auto-grade worked correctly, especially for fill-in-the-blank questions. (50 points each)

6. 	Field Experience: The Field Experience (FE) is conducted in a virtual environment. You will observe a series of videos of actual classrooms and then develop a journal describing your observations. This is major assignment for this course.  If you do not complete this assignment, it is difficult to finish the semester with a passing grade. (200 points) 

Course Objectives

Upon completion of the activities, exercises and experiences in the class, the student will achieve the following standards:
1. Future educators will determine their own learning style and the style in which they most effectively learn.
2. Determination of how student factors (such as motivation, family and cultural background, temperament and learning preferences, prior knowledge and experiences) impact student learning in the educational setting.
3. Determine how teaching practices and instructional structures impact student learning.
4. Students will determine how to use the knowledge gained to impact professional planning and decision-making so as to maximize learning of all types of students.

Course Specific Policies
· Grading

You may submit unit assignments, papers, and projects after the due date to the D2L   dropbox.  Points will be deducted for submission after the due date.  One point is deducted for each day the assignment is late.  You cannot make up discussions. Please do not hesitate to communicate with me if you find yourself falling behind or concerned about a specific due date.  

Grades are posted on the Georgia D2L Gradebook as assignments are completed and graded. You are expected to monitor your grades as the semester progresses. Any discrepancy in a grade must be addressed within one week after the posting. Following one week after posting, the grade will stand as posted on the D2L Gradebook.

· Grading Scale

900-1000 points – A 
800-899 points – B 
700-799 points – C 
600-699 points – D 
Less than 600 points – F

· Textbook and Student Materials

A textbook is not required for this course.  You will receive information from me through posted PowerPoint slides and from other online sources.  If you would like to purchase a textbook as a resource for the course, then the book would be: Educational Psychology, Third Edition, Santrock, John W.  Any edition of the book will work for the course. You will have access to course materials by assessing D2L. Each class unit will be presented on D2L. Each unit on D2L has an assignment which is to be submitted to the Dropbox.  It is your responsibility to check D2L regularly to access the necessary materials for all class sessions.

· Attendance Policy

As this is an asynchronous on-line course, you are not required to be online and in class at any specific day or time.  If something happens that requires you miss a due date, please communicate with me to see if an extension is warranted to avoid a late penalty. Extensions cannot be granted for all situations.  

· Midterm and Final Exam

The midterm and final exam are scheduled as online exams.  You will be allowed two attempts for each assessment.  It is not expected that you will lock your browser and there is no time limit. 

· Make-Up Work

All assignments are open at the beginning of the semester giving you the flexibility to work ahead and at your own pace. You may submit work prior to the due date if you would like to get ahead.  You may submit work after the due date to the D2L Dropbox.  Points will be deducted for submission after the due date.  One point for each calendar day past the due date will be deducted.  Discussions cannot be made up.  Dropboxes will close at a designated time at the end of the semester as noted on the D2L calendar.   No work will be accepted after this time.

· Class Communication

Whole class communication will be conducted within the D2L platform. Individual communications will be done through email, phone, or the Remind101 app.  The best way to contact me is via Remind 101 or my GHC email (jecarpen@highlands.edu).  Please do not email or message me in the D2L platform if you are needing an immediate response. All news/announcements related to the course are posted in the “Announcements” section of D2L.  

Class Calendar

The D2L calendar will serve as the official calendar for the class.  All assignments and their due dates will be posted on the D2L calendar. 

	Week
	Topics
	Assignments Due

	Week 1:
August 13-August 21
	· Introduction to Course
· Unit 1: The Foundations of Educational Psychology
· Unit 2: Cognitive and Language Development
	· Introduction Post and Syllabus Quiz
· Unit 1 Assignment
· Unit 2 Assignment
· Discussion Post #1
· Discussion Post #2

All above assignments are due by August 21, 2022 at 11:59 pm

	Week 2:
August 22-August 28
	· Unit 3: Social and Socio-Emotional Development
· Unit 4: Variations Among Individuals/Learning Styles
	· Unit 3 Assignment
· Unit 4 Assignment
· Discussion Post #3
· Discussion Post #4

All above assignments are due by August 28, 2022 at 11:59 pm

	Week 3:
August 29-September 4
	· Unit 5: Exceptional Learners
· Unit 6: Approaches to Learning-Behavioral and Social Cognitive
	· Unit 5 Assignment
· Unit 6 Assignment
· Discussion Post #5
· Discussion Post #6

All above assignments are due by September 4, 2022 at 11:59 pm

	Week 4: 
September 5-September 11
	· Library APA Module (extra credit)
· Collect resources and work on APA paper
· Review for mid-term quiz
	· APA Paper Assignment
· Discussion Post #7
· Discussion Post #8
· Complete Midterm Quiz

All above assignments are due by September 11, 2022 at 11:59 pm

	Week 5:
September 12-September 18
	· Unit 7: Approaches to Learning-Information Processing
· Unit 8: Approaches to Learning-Cognitive Constructivist
	· Unit 7 Assignment
· Unit 8 Assignment
· Discussion Post #9
· Discussion Post #10

All above assignments are due by September 18, 2022 at 11:59 pm

	Week 6:
September 19-September 25
	· Unit 9: Approaches to Learning- Social Constructivist
· Unit 10: Classroom Learning Principles and Management
	· Unit 9 Assignment
· Unit 10 Assignment
· Discussion Post #11
· Discussion Post #12

All above assignments are due by September 25, 2022 at 11:59 pm

	Week 7:
September 26-October 2
	· Design and Complete Project
· Begin working on Field Experience Journal
	· Project
· Discussion Post #13
· Discussion Post #14
· Discussion Post #15

All above assignments are due by October 2, 2022 at 11:59 pm

	Week 8: 
October 2-October 7
	· Complete Field Experience Report
· Study for Final Exam
	· Field Experience Report
· Final Exam

All above assignments are due by October 7, 2022 at 11:59 pm
*** This is a Friday, not a Sunday!!!



Due dates are subject to change.  The most up-to-date schedule is available in D2L.  No work will be accepted for grading after Friday, October 7, 2022 at 11:59 pm. 

GHC Syllabus Policy Statements

· Covid 19 Information

GHC Campus Guidelines 
Please visit the FAQs page for more information and details. On this page, you will find a full list of FAQs. If you have additional questions not answered there, reach out to hr_covid- 19@highlands.edu 

On July 30, 2021, the University System of Georgia stated COVID-19 vaccines offer safe, effective protection and urges all students, faculty, staff and visitors to get vaccinated either on campus or with a local provider. Additionally, everyone is encouraged to wear a mask or face covering while inside campus facilities and to continue to physically distance when possible. Masks are available in the campus/site leader’s office while supplies last. Masks are also available for purchase in the online bookstore.

Students who are symptomatic or who may have been exposed to COVID-19 should consult GHC’s Quarantine Protocol and contact their professors to receive guidance related to coursework and missed assignments. Students and employees should report Covid-19 close contact exposure and/or positive test results by contacting hr_covid-19@highlands.edu or (706- 802-5136). GHC has contact tracing measures in place. Employees will be contacted by email, and students will be contacted by text, via Navigate, regarding any possible on-campus exposures. (Updated Summer 2022) 
· Withdrawal Policy 
Students who wish to withdraw officially from a course after the drop/add period ends and before the last date to withdraw with a W may do so in any campus office or online using the SCORE. The student will receive no refund for dropping a course. Those who withdraw before the last date to withdraw with a W will receive a W (withdrawal without penalty). Withdrawals without penalty will not be given after the midpoint of the total grading period (including final examinations) except in cases documented as hardship. Abandoning a course instead of following the official drop procedure will result in a grade of F or F$ at the end of the course. 
In order to drop a class after mid-semester without penalty, a student may apply for a hardship withdrawal. The Hardship Withdrawal Application Form is available in the Office of the Provost and Chief Academic Officer or from any other Administrative office at any campus location and on the linked website. Dropping after mid-semester is not allowed unless the student presents documentation of extenuating circumstances, and the hardship is approved by the Provost and Chief Academic Officer. If the hardship is not approved by the Provost and Chief Academic Officer, the student will receive the course grade earned. If the hardship is approved, the student may receive a W. The possibility that a student may fail a course after mid-semester will not be considered a hardship. While a hardship withdrawal may help a student’s academic status (GPA) it could still have an adverse effect on the student’s financial aid. For further information on Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP), refer to the policy that is found on the Financial Aid website. (Updated Fall 2022) 
· Extended Absence
Students who have circumstances that prevent them from continuing to attend classes over an extended period of time sometimes request that the faculty member permit them to submit work in absentia to receive credit to complete the course. If the concurrent absences will constitute more than 15% of the class sessions for the term, then written permission from the Academic Dean is required before any course assignments can be completed while missing class. The student must be in good academic standing in the course to make the request. All approved coursework must be completed by the end of the semester in which the course was begun. (Note: If a program has a more stringent absence policy than this, then the program policy prevails.) (Updated Fall 2022)


· Early Grades
GHC offers a variety of part-of-term classes to allow our students to have flexible schedules. However, there are only three Semesters each year; Spring, Summer and Fall. It is only at the end of each Semester that grades are rolled to academic history and available on the official transcript. After each part-of-term, as soon as Instructors have entered grades, they may be viewed online by logging into the SCORE. Transcripts may also be requested at any time by logging into the SCORE. Prior to the end of term, should a student need an early grade letter sent to another institution they may complete the request form and submit it to the Registrar’s Office for processing. Please contact the Registrar’s Office at registrar@highlands.edu if you need any assistance. (Updated Fall 2022)
· Early Alert Program
Georgia Highlands College requires that all faculty members report their students' progress throughout the course of the semester as part of the institution-wide Early Alert Program (EAP). The objective of the program is to support academic success by reviewing early indicators of student progress. In accordance with EAP, faculty members provide the Registrar's Office and Academic Success Center with academic reports of each student enrolled in their course(s) at checkpoints staggered throughout the semester. The following success factors are reported at their corresponding checkpoint:

· Week 2: Notification of Non-attendance (Registrar via Score) 
· 40% mark of term: Navigate Student Progress Report (Academic Success Center via Navigate) (Updated Fall 2022) 

· Incomplete and Unearned F

Incomplete:
A grade of Incomplete indicates that a student who is performing satisfactory work is unable to meet the full course requirements for non-academic reasons beyond the student’s control. An “I” must be removed within two semesters of residence, or one calendar year, whichever is shorter, or it will automatically become an F. An “I” grade is not given in Learning Support courses. An "I" grade is assigned through the Incomplete Grade form. Faculty access the form through the GHC Intranet: https://www.highlands.edu/facultystaff/?_ga=2.26859327.361760660.1656334467- 368854907.1650991830 . Instructor and student must sign the form before it is submitted by the instructor to the Registrar's Office.

Arrangements for the removal of an “I” should be made with the instructor during the semester immediately succeeding the semester in which the “I” was awarded. Students cannot re-register for a class in which an “I” has been given. All grade change requests must be made within two semesters of residence following the semester during which the course was taken, or one calendar year, whichever is shorter. After this time, any grade change request must be made through the Office of the Provost and Chief Academic Officer.

F$ – This symbol is for an unearned F (F$% is for an unearned F in a Learning Support class), which indicates that the student stopped attending class and did not fill out appropriate paperwork to withdraw. This grade is computed in the grade point average as an F. For students with financial aid, federal regulations state that if a student stopped attending classes and received all failing grades, then the grades were not earned and aid needs to be reduced accordingly. Students who have earned at least one grade for the semester will not be affected by this regulation. If a student has properly withdrawn from all classes, the student’s financial aid should be adjusted from the time they signed the withdrawal form.

· Student Code of Conduct/Academic Integrity
Source: 
https://sites.highlands.edu/academic-affairs/student-interests/academic-integrity- documents/students-rights/

The Student Code of Conduct and Academic Integrity Code outlines the behaviors and actions that are prohibited and outlines the procedures for adjudicating them. Georgia Highlands College seeks to promote and ensure academic integrity on its campuses. Adherence to the principles of academic integrity ensures students are provided opportunities that foster their academic growth.

Students are expected to complete all work without cheating, lying, plagiarizing, stealing, receiving or giving unauthorized assistance. Students with questions about any of these policies or definitions should seek clarification from their instructor, the Chair or Dean of their Department/School or the Provost and Chief Academic Officer.

The faculty should list of their expectations about academic integrity. Here’s one example: Cheating is strictly prohibited. Any evidence of cheating or collaboration in cheating will result in a zero on the assigned materials and possible further disciplinary actions, which may include failure in the course. Behavior that may be perceived as cheating includes, but is not limited to:
• Talking during an exam
• Looking in the direction of or copying off another student’s exam
• Fumbling through a backpack, purse, etc. during an exam
• Use of unauthorized notes, textbooks, materials during an exam
• Use of a cell phone or electronic device during an exam
• Copying laboratory data, laboratory reports, graphs, etc. from another student

Any appearance of cheating will be regarded as cheating. (Updated Fall 2021)
· Disability Statement
Your experience in this class is important to me. If you have already established accommodations with the Student Support Services Office of Disability Access, please provide your accommodation notice to me at your earliest convenience so we can discuss your needs in this course.
If you have not yet established services through Disability Access, but want to request accommodations due to a disability. Accommodations may be requested (such as providing materials in alternative formats, assuring physical access to classrooms or being sensitive to interaction difficulties that may be posed by communication and/or learning disabilities) through Student Support Services on all campuses. Contact the campus Disability Access Office via email at disabilityaccess@highlnds.edu It is important to Georgia Highlands College to create inclusive and accessible learning environments consistent with federal and state law. (Updated Fall 2022)
· Financial Aid Statement

This message applies only to students receiving financial aid: Federal regulations state that if a student did not attend classes and received failing grades, then the grades were not earned and financial aid needs to be reduced accordingly. Please be advised that any student receiving a 0.00 GPA will be required to prove that the 0.00 GPA was earned by attending classes or completing requirements for each class. Students who have earned at least one grade for the semester will not be affected by this regulation. If a student has properly withdrawn from all classes, the student’s financial aid should be adjusted from the time they signed the withdrawal form. (Updated Fall 2022)

· Inclement Weather Policy

When inclement weather creates a condition under which there might be a question of whether the College will operate on a normal basis, the President, or a designated official will release to each campus and local news media a statement concerning the College schedule. If the weather condition occurs during working hours, the statement will be released through normal distribution channels on campus. Media statements regarding the college’s schedule may also be distributed through the school website, GHC Notify, or on local radio and television stations. To be prepared, consider the different ways to signing up for inclement weather notifications with GHC Notify. It is assumed that all distance-learning courses are considered accessible even during periods of inclement weather.

(During this time, instructors should communicate their expectations with students through email or d2l.)

· Tobacco and Smoke-Free Campus

Georgia Highlands College prohibits the use of tobacco products on any property owned, leased, or controlled by GHC. All faculty, staff, students, visitors, vendors, contractors, and all others are prohibited from using any tobacco products (i.e., cigarettes, eCigarettes, cigars, smokeless tobacco, snuff, chewing tobacco, etc.) while on GHC property.

· Campus Carry
Sources: https://sites.highlands.edu/campuspolice/safety/campus-carry/ USG’s Guidance on H.B. 280
Georgia Highlands College is committed to providing a safe environment for students, employees, and campus visitors, while respecting the rights of individuals who are licensed to carry a concealed handgun as permitted by Georgia state law in regards to House Bill 280, commonly known as the “campus carry” legislation, effective on July 1, 2017. It will be the responsibility of those license-holders who choose to carry concealed handguns on campus to know the law and to understand where they can go while carrying.

No. HB 280 prohibits handguns in rooms and spaces that are being used for classes in which high school students are enrolled. (Instructors can find this information in Banner.) It does not prohibit license-holders from carrying concealed handguns in other areas where those high school students may go while on campus.

Syllabus Disclaimer

This syllabus is subject to change.  The most current version is available online via D2L. 
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