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Comm 1110-06: Public Speaking
Fall 2023

Monday/Wednesday/Friday (Hybrid) 3:00PM-3:50PM, HOW 102
Instructor: Dr. Benjamin Baker
Office: One Arsenal Place, Room 327
E-mail: baker_benjamin2@columbusstate.edu
Office Hours: Virtual or Face-to-Face – by appointment via email
Required Texts
Tucker et al. (2019). Exploring Public Speaking: The Open Educational Resource College Public Speaking Textbook (CSU custom 4th ed.)

Course Description
“Put the argument into a concrete shape, into an image, some hard phrase, round and solid as a ball, which they can see and handle and carry home with them, and the cause is half won.”

This quote from American essayist, philosopher, and poet, Ralph Waldo Emerson, serves as an apt metaphor for the opportunities and challenges associated with the act of speaking in public. If we, as speakers, can generate a meaningful, memorable experience for our audience, we have a good chance at persuading them to join our way of thinking. If, however, we fail to make an impact – to create a lasting impression that will resonate with the audience after we have finished our speech – then our efforts are unlikely to result in any serious change in thoughts or actions.

Our goal, then, is to craft carefully worded, cleverly argued, properly structured speeches that put us in the best position to sway the audience. Doing so requires practice, critical thinking, research, and time – in other words, no one (not even the greatest public speakers in history!) is born as an effective public speaker and everyone can learn something new every time they get up to address an audience. 

In this class, we will explore the foundations and techniques of public speaking via our textbook/lectures. Additionally, you will give several different types of speeches yourself throughout the semester so that you can hone your own public speaking skills. Consider the benefits of this exercise: reduced speaking anxiety (trust me…the more you speak the less nervous you’ll be!), knowledge of what information is more effective for certain speech types, improved argumentation, better research abilities, stronger listening skills, and so on.

We use (or are audiences for) public speaking every day in such a wide variety of contexts (classroom lectures, school projects, business meetings, organizational meetings, ceremonies, weddings, holidays, funerals, etc.) – and together we will support one another in this class so that we all can become better, more confident public speakers; capable of capturing the moment (and the audience’s attention) so that we might win Emerson’s cause of effective argumentation.
Course Objectives
By the end of the semester, you will:
· Identify a community-facing social issue that is important to you.
· Tailor the way you voice your position on this issue to meet your target audience’s needs using credible research to back up your claims.
· Become a resident expert on your issue and grow considerably knowledgeable on the issues your classmates have covered.
· Ethically and professionally present your position in an extemporaneous (conversational) manner.
· Demonstrate an ability to communicate effectively verbally and non-verbally in various contexts.

Course Guidelines 
Read the following policies carefully. Enrollment in the class constitutes agreement with and understanding of these policies. 

Ignorance of these policies does not excuse their violation. 
 
Course Requirements (non-negotiable) 
Participation – Online Discussions (15 @ 5 points each) 	 	 	75 points 
[bookmark: _Hlk47607888]MLK “I have a dream” Speech Analysis Worksheet 		                           25 points
Online Chapter Quizzes (15 @ 10 points each)  	  	 	 	150 points
Introduction Speech			                                                     25 points
Informative Speech  	 	                          50 points
Persuasive Speech		                           75 points
Call-to-action Speech	                                                                         100 points
 
TOTAL   	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	500 points 
 
Grading Scale 
At the end of the semester, earned points will be divided by the points possible to determine the final percentage grade. 
	Percentage
	 
	Letter Grade 

	90-100  
	 
	A 

	80-89  
	 
	B

	70-79  
	 
	C

	60-69  
	 
	D

	59 and below 
	 
	F











Attendance Policy – PLEASE READ CAREFULLY
Attendance will be taken at every physical class session – you are expected to take notes during lectures when present. If you are going to be absent for any reason, it is your responsibility to reach out to me for information regarding what you missed in class (lectures notes, speech guidelines, handouts, etc.) via email. 

There are two types of absences: excused and unexcused. An excused absence is one in which something beyond your control (illness with documentation, military duty, jury duty, etc.) prevents you from making it to class. An unexcused absence is one in which you decide not to come to class for whatever reason (too tired, personal obligation, opting to go to work instead, etc.).

Each student is granted one unexcused absence per semester – after you have used up your one unexcused absence, you will lose 5 points per any additional unexcused absences from your overall point total at the end of the semester. 

Assignment Guidelines 
Participation – Online Discussions (12 @ 5 = 60 points total)
Because this is a hybrid course, your participation will be graded a little differently. Since we aren’t going to be physically meeting on most Fridays, in order to receive credit for participation you need to post a minimum of 4 times per chapter on the relevant discussion board. 

Two posts should be direct responses to my initial prompt questions. There are three questions per chapter, so you can choose which two you want to answer. The other two posts should be a response/reply to someone else's post. You will have the entire week to take part in these online discussions - the boards will always open at 12:01 AM on Monday morning and close at 11:59 PM the following Sunday. As long as you successfully complete your FOUR required posts with thoughtful answers/responses, you’ll automatically receive 5 points for each chapter discussion.

Although I’m not asking for an essay-length response to my prompts and others’ posts, I am expecting more than just a “Yes” or “I agree.” If you are consistently posting underwhelming responses on the discussion board, I will reach out to let you know that I need to see more substance – after that, if the trend continues, you simply won’t receive credit for your posts. Also, please note that you should NEVER post anything you aren’t comfortable sharing with others. I do not want you to feel pressured to discuss a personal matter you’d rather not disclose publicly.
You should be respectful of others’ thoughts and opinions, even if you happen to disagree with them. Any off-color or hurtful language will be taken down immediately, and I will meet with the individual(s) responsible to ensure it does not happen again.

MLK “I have a dream” Speech Analysis Worksheet (25 points)
After we’ve had a chance to explore the foundations of effective public speaking, you’re going to be tasked with watching MLK’s “I have a dream” Speech in its entirety (roughly 18 minutes) and filling out a worksheet provided to you via CougarView. Essentially, you’ll be analyzing Dr. King’s nonverbals, stylistic choices, use of the three proofs, and persuasive messaging to better understand why so many consider this speech to be one of the greatest in history. 

Chapter Quizzes (15 @ 10 = 150 points total) 
Each week you will be required to complete timed online true-false quizzes (accessible via our class CougarView site) focused on material covered that week in the textbook. Each quiz is worth 10 points and can only be taken once. The quizzes open at 12:01 AM Monday the week that they are due and close at 11:59 PM the following Sunday.

Introduction Speech (2-3 minutes, 25 points)
Your first speech of the semester is pretty straightforward – you’ll be giving a 2-3 minute introduction speech focused on…you! Your three main body points should be (A) give us a sense of who you are/where you’re from/what interests you, (B) what you are studying here at CSU and why, and (C) the career plans you have for the future after you graduate. You are expected to turn in an outline along with a video recording of the speech. Two credible sources are required…you might ask, how can I employ a source when the topic is about me? Great question! You should search for data related to something you’ll be sharing about yourself – for instance, if I were talking about my involvement in intramural sports, I could say “I love playing intramural basketball with my friends – it provides a good workout and according to Artinger et al.’s 2006 study in the journal of Student Personnel Administrators, students report that intramural participation helps with socialization and campus engagement.” 

Informative Speech (3-4 minutes, 50 points)
For your second speech this semester, you are to choose a non-partisan social issue/cause/community concern that is near and dear to your heart. For instance, are you passionate about tackling mental health concerns among college students? Are you an ally or member of the LGBTQIA community and want to talk about the difficulties involved with the coming out process? Are you a service member or related to a service member and want to address lesser known problems that impact veterans’ and their families? It is up to you to inform us about the issues surrounding your chosen cause. You are expected to turn in an outline along with a video recording of the speech. Three credible sources required.


Persuasive Speech (5-6 minutes, 75 points)
Remember the cause you informed us about in speech two? Instead of just informing us about the subject matter, you will now be tasked with persuading us as to why the cause should be important for everyone. In other words, even if I don’t personally battle with mental health problems, don’t consider myself an ally or member of the LGBTQIA community, or am not an active duty service member, family member or veteran, why should I still care about those issues? How might I/we all benefit if we address these lingering social problems? You are expected to turn in an outline along with a video recording of the speech. Four credible sources required.

Call-to-action Speech (6-8 minutes, 100 points)
Okay, you’ve done a great job informing us about your social cause and you’ve persuaded us that even if the issue doesn’t affect us directly, we should still be invested in solving this crisis. Now…what can we do about it??? If we want to be a part of the solution, where can we volunteer? Where should we donate money? How can we get involved? In your final speech of the semester, you need to show us some of the specific avenues available for advocacy and demonstrate how/why those actions can actually help those who need it. You are expected to turn in an outline along with a video recording of the speech. Five credible sources required.
 
Speech guidelines
· You must turn in a copy of your outline electronically on CougarView for each graded speech you deliver in this class on the day of your speech before class begins (failing to do so may result in point deductions).

· You may not use a full piece of paper, phone, tablet, or laptop as a speaking aide; you are required to use notecards 

· All outlines must have an APA formatted reference page as each speech requires a minimum number of credible sources.

· Each speech will have a time-limit (listed in the descriptions above) that you may not exceed – time and timing is an important aspect of public speaking, so you should practice, practice, practice to ensure your speech does not surpass the respective time limit. You are allowed a 15-second grace period for each limit. I will let you know when you are getting close to the limit during your speech.

· On the day you are speaking, you must show up on time to class ready to present – failing to give your speech on your assigned day will result in a 0 (you can’t give a speech if you aren’t there). Of course, excused absences negate this policy and, should you miss a speech day for an acceptable reason, then you will be permitted to give your speech on a different day.
· Even if you aren’t speaking on a speech day (you’ve already given yours or your day hasn’t arrived yet) you are expected to be a good audience member. This means you should turn off electronic devices, demonstrate active listening, and avoid interrupting or distracting the speakers in any way…think of it like this – you wouldn’t want those things to happen when you speak, so you should show your fellow classmates the same respect!

Credible sources include published books, academic peer-reviewed journals, research reports from respected organizations (CDC, Pew Research, etc.), and news outlets that enforce rigorous journalistic standards (The New York Times, Washington Post, L.A. Times, Chicago Tribune, Rolling Stone magazine, etc.). You should avoid things like blog posts, pure opinion pieces (even if they appear in one of the sources listed above), an “about us” or FAQ webpage, Wikipedia, a dictionary entry, and so on. If you aren’t sure if something would be considered credible or not, please check with me.

Course Policies 
Papers/outlines must be posted to CougarView in a Microsoft Word file (.doc or .docx) only. Additionally, papers must all use American Psychological Association (APA) formatting. No other formats will be accepted, and you may be penalized if you fail to meet this requirement. 
 
If I cannot open your document, it will not count as being turned in, and you must reformat and repost. Late penalties will apply. Be sure to keep copies of your work and the feedback for the entire duration of the class. 

When necessary, I will communicate with the class and/or individual students via the email address listed in your CougarView account. It is your responsibility to check that email account regularly. Except in extreme circumstances, you must present me with all documentation related to an excused absence no later than seven days after the absence (or failure to post on our discussion board). Permission to make up missed work will be granted only in the most unusual of circumstances, and only for excused absences. 

Any work missed due to an unexcused absence cannot be made up. These requirements are necessarily strict and enforced in order to provide fairness to all class participants. 

To be eligible for permission to make up a quiz or assignment due to a verified absence, you must provide: 

· Written evidence for the absence

· Evidence from an appropriate, verifiable source

· Evidence no later than one week after the missed assignment  
 
Except in cases of extreme emergency, you should contact me at least one week prior to the dates you will miss if you know that you are going to be absent or unable to complete your assigned work.
	 
On the other hand, if you have a note from a doctor verifying that you had an illness that prevented you from completing coursework, that will count as a circumstance beyond your control, as would being called up for military service or jury duty, as long as you provide the appropriate documentation. 

You will only be permitted to make up quizzes or assignments due to extraordinary crises. Carelessness and unpreparedness, and all the things that result from them, will not be considered valid reasons for making up an assignment or quiz.

Grading Policy 
All course work is due by the date and time listed in the schedule unless otherwise noted. Requests to extend a due date for an assignment will be handled on a case-by-case basis, and the instructor has final say about any such arrangement. 
 
Discussion of grades on assignments must take place before two weeks have elapsed from the receipt of the grade. After this, students are free to contact the instructor for clarification about a grade, but all numeric scores for assignments are final and will not be modified, regardless of the result of the discussion. 

In other words, don’t wait until the last week of the class to ask about a possible grading error on an assignment that was completed more than two weeks prior. Grade disputes must be submitted in a written format (via email). In the document, provide concrete and defensible reasons for disputing a grade. Following receipt of the document, the instructor will review it and either reply with an explanation and/or may request a meeting with the student. 

Accommodations for Religious Observances 
In the event that a religious observance should prevent attendance and/or completion of an assignment, students may make up an examination or other academic requirement at another time or by an alternative method, without any prejudicial effect, where: (a) there is a scheduling conflict between the student's sincerely held religious beliefs and taking the examination or meeting the academic requirements; and (b) the student has notified the instructor, within the first three weeks of the beginning of classes (within the first week of summer session and short courses), of the specific days or dates on which the student will request relief from an examination or academic requirement. 
 
Academic (Dis)honesty 
Students are expected to comply with university policies dealing with student misconduct. Any evidence of cheating, plagiarism, or misrepresentation of work will result in a minimum of a failing grade on the assignment. Using direct quotes consistently without proper citations and/or submitting someone else’s work in its entirety is considered plagiarism. Additionally, any evidence of academic misconduct will be immediately reported to the Dean of Students for disciplinary action. Please see university guidelines for further explanation of academic misconduct and disciplinary procedures. 
 
Students with Accommodation and Access Needs  
The Center for Accommodation and Access coordinates the compliance of Columbus State University with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990, P.L. 101-336 (July 26, 1990), as amended by P.L. 110–325 (September 25, 2008) and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, not merely to achieve legality, but to foster academic potential through individualized plans tailored to the particular needs of students with disabilities. Students with documented physical, psychological, or cognitive disabilities should contact the Center for Accommodation and Access as early as possible. It takes approximately 5 days to process a new student, which includes not only review of disability documentation, but also attending an intake meeting with the disability services professional. Scheduling the intake appointment with the Center for Accommodation and Access is the responsibility of the student. If you have any questions, or you need to register with the Center for Accommodation and Access, please contact them via, via email (caa@columbusstate.edu) or telephone 706-507-8755

Non-discrimination policy 
Under Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, harassment based on sex, including non-consensual sexual contact, stalking, sexual exploitation, domestic and dating violence, and harassment because of pregnancy or related conditions, is prohibited. If a student would like to file a complaint for Title IX discrimination or has any questions, please contact the CSU Title IX Coordinator and/or the Office of Civil Rights. 

Emotional and Mental Health
Your emotional and mental health is very important and can affect your ability to meet your academic responsibility. Part- and full-time students have free access to mental health counseling through the CSU Counseling Center. 

If you begin to experience any sort of emotional concerns such as anxiety, depression, or significant life events that are negatively impacting you, please seek help at the counseling center as quickly as possible. Please know that you will find a friendly "virtual" face for your appointments. Hours of operation are 8:00AM to 8:00PM Monday and Tuesday and 8:00AM to 5:00PM Wednesday through Friday. You can call to set up an appointment: 706-507-8740; this also now serves as a 24/7 Crisis Line. You can also call the Georgia Crisis Line at 1-800-715-4225.
ChatGPT/AI-Generated Work Course Policy
I recognize that ChatGPT (and similar AI programs) are changing the way we write, create, and refine content. Indeed, ChatGPT can be an incredibly useful tool for coming up with speech topic ideas, identifying relevant research, and assisting with editing.

However, you are NOT permitted to use ChatGPT to generate your entire speech/outline. This course is primarily aimed at enhancing your critical thinking, research, and persuasive skills – utilizing an AI program is not only considered to be an unfair shortcut, but doing so would also defeat the stated purpose/goals of this class. In other words, you would be cheating yourself in the end.

Be aware that your work can be run through a ChatGPT detection program. Additionally, I will be listening closely to your presentations for red flags like grammatical inconsistencies and/or inaccurate source information. If it is determined that ChatGPT was used to craft your speech/outline in its entirety, you are subject to receiving a zero for that assignment. 

In short, please avoid using ChatGPT for this class – if you are struggling with something, reach out to me via email with questions, a rough draft, or to set up a meeting to discuss your concerns.



Tentative Class Schedule and Major Due Dates 

*Note that completing red discussion boards successfully grant you 1 point of extra credit (5 total) and do not count towards your Participation – Online Discussion grade
 
	Week 
	Required Reading 
	Topic 
	Assignments Due 

	1 – 8/14

      8/16

      8/18 (Online)

	M: None

W: Syllabus

F: None
	Course Introduction

Syllabus Quiz

None
	Introduction Discussion due Sunday at Midnight

	2 – 8/21
      

       8/23

       8/25 (Online)
	M: Chapter 1
 
W: None


F: None

	The Basics of Public Speaking

Building an outline; Research tools (DO NOT MISS THIS DAY!)

	Discussion Board posts and Chapter 1 Quiz due Sunday at Midnight

	3 – 8/28 
 

       8/30
 
       9/1 (Online)

	M: Chapter 2
 

W: None

F: None
	Audience Analysis and Listening

Impromptu Group Speech
 

	Discussion Board posts and Chapter 2 Quiz due Sunday at Midnight

	4 – 9/4 (Labor Day)

       9/6

       9/8 

	M: None
 
W: Chapter 15
 
F: Chapter 11
	NO CLASS

Special Occasion Speaking

Delivery

	Discussion Board posts and Quizzes for Chapters 15 and 11 due Sunday at Midnight

	5 – 9/11
 
       9/13

       9/15 (Online)
 
	M: None 

W: None

F: None

	Introduction Speech

Introduction Speech
	Discussion Board posts due Sunday at Midnight*

	6 – 9/18 
 
       9/20


       9/22 (Online)

	M: Chapter 4
  

W: Chapter 5

F: None  
	Developing Topics for Your Speeches
 
Researching Your Speeches
	Discussion Board posts and Quizzes for Chapters 4 and 5 due Sunday at Midnight
 

	7 – 9/25 
       
       9/27

       9/29 (Online)
 
	M: Chapter 12
 
W: None

F: None
	Informative Speaking

Informative Speech Workshop


	Discussion Board posts and Chapter 12 Quiz due Sunday at Midnight

	8 – 10/2 
        
       10/4

       10/6
	M: None

W: None
 
 F: None

	Informative Speech

Informative Speech
	Discussion Board posts due Sunday at Midnight*

	9 – 10/9

       10/11

       10/13 (Online)

	M: Chapter 6


W: Chapter 7
	Organizing and Outlining Your Speech

Supporting Your Speech Ideas

	Discussion Board posts and Quizzes for Chapters 6 and 7 due Sunday at Midnight

	10 – 10/16 
 
         10/18

         10/20 (Online)
 
	M: Chapter 13
 
W: Chapter 14

F: None 
	Persuasive Speaking

Logical Reasoning
	Discussion Board posts and Quizzes for Chapters 13 and 14 due Sunday at Midnight

	
11 – 10/23

         10/25

         10/27 (Online)
	M: Chapter 8

W: None

F: None

	Introductions and Conclusions

Topic/Outline Workshop

	Discussion Board posts and Chapter 8 Quiz due Sunday at Midnight


	12 – 10/30
         
         11/1
 
         11/3

	M: None
 
W: None

F: None
	Persuasive Speech

Persuasive Speech

Persuasive Speech

	Discussion Board posts due Sunday at Midnight* 


	13 – 11/6 

         11/8

         11/10 (Online)
	M:  Chapter 10
  
W: Chapter 3

F: None

	Language

Ethics in Public Speaking
	Discussion Board posts and Quizzes for Chapters 10 and 3 due Sunday at Midnight


	14 – 11/13
  
         11/15

         11/17 (Online)
 
	M: Chapter 9

W: None 

F: None
	Presentation Aids in Speaking

Topic/Outline Workshop

 
	Discussion Board posts and Chapter 9 Quiz and MLK’s “I have a dream” Worksheet due Sunday at Midnight 


	 15 – No Class (THANKSGIVING BREAK)
 
	None
	Thanksgiving Break
	Enjoy your holiday! 

	16 – 11/27

         11/29

         11/1

	

	Call-to-Action Speech

Call-to-Action Speech

Call-to-Action Speech
	 Semester Reflection Discussion posts due Friday, 11/1 at Midnight*
 


 

