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FALL SEMESTER 2021 (Peachtree City Campus)
Clayton State University, School of Arts and Sciences
Elementary Spanish I (SPAN 1001)
CRN 82944, Section 06A
3.0 Credit Hours (3-0-3)
*This course is 30% F2F and 70% online *and* 100% OER (no textbook is required).
M: 6:00 - 6:50 PM (PTC Campus, room 116)
 
Instructor: Dr. Dennis Miller, Jr.                                                                                          
Email: DennisMiller@clayton.edu
Google number: (404) 913-4468
Virtual office hours:  M: 7:00 – 8:00 pm; T & R: 3:00 – 4:00 pm; 7 – 8 pm; F: 2 – 4 pm; S: 2 – 3 pm.
Welcome to SPAN 1001! In this course you develop the four basic language skills of speaking, listening, reading, and writing. You will use these skills to expand your knowledge of the cultures of the Spanish-speaking peoples of the world. Moreover, the emphasis of this course is on spoken and written communication. This is the first part of a two-semester Elementary Spanish course sequence.
Catalog Description: 
Introduction to listening, speaking, reading and writing in Spanish and to the culture of Spanish-speaking regions. Open to native speakers of Spanish only by permission of the Department of Humanities.
No textbook used or required:
*I have explored cost-reducing options for students and currently offer open-source texts for this course. The term open implies information or technology that is shared freely without copyright restrictions. I have written the majority of the materials used in this course, and the required course material consists of the content pages within the course (with the exception of the cultural videos.). *No text is required; you can access PDFs to the course material in D2L. 
**In addition to the materials within D2L, there are two external web links used: 1)one generates flashcards to practice vocabulary (embedded within the course) and optional practice quizzes; 2)At the end of each section, there are optional Kahoot! games, should you like to review the lesson with a game of Kahoot!. These games become available when we get closer to each exam date.
 
 Computer Requirement:
Each CSU student is required to have “on demand access” throughout the semester to “an appropriate computing device” that meets faculty-approved hardware and software requirements for the student's academic program. Students will be required to sign a statement attesting to such access. For further information on CSU's Computer Devices Policy, see the Academic Catalog and Student Handbook.
Software Requirement:
To properly access the course content you will need to download the following free software:
· Adobe Reader (needed to access files in PDF format): http://get.adobe.com/reader/
· Adobe Flash (needed to access video content): http://get.adobe.com/flashplayer/
Computer Skill Prerequisites:
· Able to use the WindowsTM operating system 
· Able to use Microsoft WordTM word processing 
· Able to send and receive e-mail using OutlookTM
Only use your CSU e-mail account or the e-mail system included in D2L to communicate academic information to your instructor.
· Able to attach and retrieve attached files via email 
· Able to use a Web browser. 
 
· In-class Use of Student Notebook Computers:
· Student notebook computers will not be used in the classroom in this course. Computers will be required to access course materials and to communicate with your instructor. 
 
Desire2Learn (Online Classroom):
On-line activity will take place in Desire2Learn Brightspace, the virtual classroom for the course.  Posting of your work in D2L is a course requirement.
You can gain access to Desire2Learn, by signing on to the SWAN portal.  If you experience any difficulties in Desire2Learn, please email or call The HUB at TheHub@clayton.edu or (678) 466-HELP. You will need to provide the date and time of the problem, your SWAN username, the name of the course that you are attempting to access, and your instructor's name.
 
Course Objectives:
 
After completing this course:
 
· After completing SPAN 1001 students will be able to read, write, and carry on basic conservation in the present tense. They will be able to express their own ideas, make inquiries,  and respond to questions about familiar topics.
· Students should be prepared for common situations while traveling in the target culture.
· Students should be capable of reading basic descriptive and narrative texts, as well as some authentic materials.
· Students should demonstrate an understanding of their languages and cultures in relation to the practices, products, and perspectives of the culture(s) of Spanish speaking countries.
· Students should reinforce and further their knowledge of other disciplines through Spanish.
· Students should show evidence of enrichment through an authentic experience in Spanish.
 
Course Policies
General Policy: Students must abide by policies in the Clayton State University Student Handbook, and the Basic Undergraduate Student Responsibilities
Unit Breakdown:
 
This course is designed to provide you with the best online learning experience possible. The content is presented in a variety of formats including online content, multimedia tutorials, quizzes and opportunities for interaction with other students and the instructor.
 
There are four (4) sections in this course:
 
· Section 1: Greetings
· Section 2: Classroom + school vocabulary
· Section 3: Family
· Section 4: Pastimes
 
Each section is divided into modules based on topic. Be sure to progress through these modules in order. You will have the following in each chapter:
 
· Overview
· Vocabulary
· Grammar 
· Assessments
 
· Grading Scale:
· A         100-90%                                             D         69-60%
· B         89-80%                                               F          59-0%
· C         79-70%
 
Your vocabulary and grammar modules, in most cases, contain: 1)an Instructional Video Quiz (for the main points); 2)an overview that I wrote; 3)homework quizzes. For each homework assignment, you have unlimited attempts. In subsequent attempts you will only have to re-answer any questions you may have missed the first time. The assessment modules contain the following: 1)two voice boards (one is just pronunciation practice) per section  3)an extra credit practice test for that particular section; 4)your main lesson exam. I *strongly* encourage you to try the extra credit practice quizzes *before* you complete the lesson quiz itself. 
 
Breakdown of required assessments:
 
	GRADED ACTIVITY
	WEIGHT

	Voice Boards
	5%

	Video Quizzes
	5%

	Homework Quizzes
	40%

	Lesson Quizzes & Syllabus Quizzes
	45%

	Final Project
	5%


 
 
Assessment of Student Learning:
 Voice Boards (5%): There are a total of eight; two per lesson. The first voice board for each lesson is strictly pronunciation practice. I read a posted script that recycles the lesson's main points, and you will read exactly what the script says. The second voice board will be based on the question/theme related to the lesson. 
 
Video Quizzes (5%): Each instructional video has questions embedded throughout. These have unlimited attempts, and, the videos range from 3 minutes to 15 minutes (there are two longer ones because they cover more challenging points.
 
Homework Quizzes (40%): All homework quizzes have unlimited attempts.. On subsequent attempts (unlimited attempts!), you will only be presented with questions you answered incorrectly, so as to give you a better idea of where you need additional studying or assistance. 
Lesson Quizzes (45%): There are a total of four Lesson Exams. Each one covers all the main points presented in each lesson. I suggest you complete the extra credit practice tests *before* you take the Lesson Exam itself. The first syllabus quiz used to take attendance must be completed by August 19th. The second syllabus quiz covering information related to the second part of the course will be available October 1 – October 31; both syllabus quizzes have unlimited attempts.
 
Final Project (5%): You will create a PPT (or a video if you prefer) selecting one of the themes listed under the module dedicated to the final narrated PPT. *Sample final projects from previous semesters are found under content. The final project is due December 1.
	Assignment:
	Due dates:

	VOICE BOARDS:

	Voice Boards for Section 1
	due September 6

	Voice Boards for Section 2
	due October 4

	Voice Boards for Section 3
	due November 8

	Voice Boards for Section 4
	due December 4

	HOMEWORK QUIZZES & VIDEO QUIZZES:

	Homework Quizzes & Video Quizzes for Section 1
	September 6

	Homework Quizzes & Video Quizzes for Section 2
	October 4

	Homework Quizzes & Video Quizzes for Section 3
	November 8

	Homework Quizzes & Video Quizzes for Section 4
	December 4

	SYLLABUS QUIZZES & EXAMS:

	Syllabus Quiz #1
	available August 7 – August 19

	Exam #1
	available September 6

	Exam #2
	available October 4

	Syllabus Quiz #2
	available October 2 – October 31

	Exam #3 
	available November 8

	Exam #4 
	available November 29 – December 4

	FINAL PROJECT:

	Final Project
	December 1

	 
	 


Mid-term Progress Report:
The mid-term grade in this course, which will be issued by September 29th, reflects approximately 30% of the entire course grade.  Based on this grade, students may choose to withdraw from the course and receive a grade of "W."  Students pursuing this option must fill out an official withdrawal form, available in the Office of the Registrar, by mid-term, which occurs on October 1. Instructions for withdrawing are provided at this link.
The last day to withdraw without academic accountability is Friday, October 1, 2021.
 
 
Important dates:
 
	Events:
	Date(s):

	Classes begin:
	August 7

	Last day for students to report to class:
	August 19

	Midpoint – Grade Reporting Period:
	September 22 – September 29

	Last Day to Withdraw and receive a W grade:
	October 1

	Classes End:
	November 22nd

	Thanksgiving Break:
	November 23rd – November 28th 🦃

	Final Exam Period:
	November 29th – December 4th

	Faculty Grade Submission Deadline
	December 7th


 
 
OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION:
 

Academic Dishonesty: Any type of activity that is considered dishonest by reasonable standards may constitute academic misconduct. The most common forms of academic misconduct are cheating and plagiarism.  All instances of academic dishonesty will result in a grade of zero for the work involved.  All instances of academic dishonesty will be reported to the Office of Student Life/Judicial Affairs. Judicial procedures can be found here. 
 
 
Disruption of the Learning Environment: Behavior which disrupts the teaching–learning process during class activities will not be tolerated.  While a variety of behaviors can be disruptive in a classroom setting, more serious examples include belligerent, abusive, profane, and/or threatening behavior.  A student who fails to respond to reasonable faculty direction regarding classroom behavior and/or behavior while participating in classroom activities may be dismissed from class.  A student who is dismissed is entitled to due process and will be afforded such rights as soon as possible following dismissal.  If found in violation, a student may be administratively withdrawn and may receive a grade of WF.  A more detailed description of examples of disruptive behavior and appeal procedures is provided here.
 
Email etiquette:
• You are expected to write as you would in any professional correspondence. Email communication should be courteous and respectful in manner and tone. Also, formal, grammatically correct English should be employed in all emails; please do not write in the form of “text messaging.”
• Please do not expect an immediate response via email (normally, a response will be sent as soon as possible). Generally, allow a response within 24 hours during the week and 48 hours on the weekends/holidays. If your email question is sent at the last minute it may not be possible to send you a response before an assignment is due or a test is given. 
• Emails that are not written in a professional, formal context, using standard, grammatically correct English will not receive a response. A professional email will include: a)a subject heading with our class listed (SPAN 1001) and b)complete sentences (with the first letter of each sentence capitalized) using punctuation;  and c)formal, academic English (or Spanish if you prefer!).  
 
***DISCLAIMER
A syllabus is not a contract. The instructor reserves the right to alter the course requirements, the syllabus, and/or assignments based on new materials, class discussions, or other legitimate pedagogical objectives. 
 
 
EXPECTATIONS FOR THE FINAL PROJECT
When? Please submit to me by December 1
General Rules:
· You should use at least five slides
· Your voiceover should last at least five minutes
· You are welcome to cover any topic related to anything we covered this semester.
· You may make a narrated PPT, convert a narrated PPT to a video, make a TikTok video, use Screencast-O-Matic, Kaltura, etc.
 
TOPICS:
**You may make up your own topic, but here are some ideas:
(1) You may describe your favorite family member/star/singer (try to incorporate as much of the vocabulary/grammar we have studied, such as ser/estar, adjectives, -ar/
-er/-ir verbs, stem changing verbs, etc.)
(2) Describe yourself. What is a typical day like for you? (Practice adjectives, -ar/-er/-ir verbs, gustar, maybe some stem changing verbs as well).
(3) Your university life. Describe your classes. How many classes do you have? What are your favorite classes? Why are they your favorite? What are your least favorite? Why?
(4) What are your favorite sports? Why? Least favorite sports? Why? What sports do you play? Why?
(5) Describe your ideal boyfriend/girlfriend mate. What is s/he like? Using a variety of adjectives and verbs, and the verb gustar, what makes her/him ideal?
GRADE:
Your grade will be based on the following criterion: 1) Did you use grammar points (the ones in covered this semester) correctly most of the time? 2) Would an educated native speaker (who doesn’t speak English) comprehend overall what was said? Please refer to the rubric.
 
 
Weapons on Campus: Clayton State University is committed to providing a safe environment for our students, faculty, staff, and visitors. Information on laws and policies regulating weapons on campus are available here.
 
[bookmark: _Hlk78295183] 
COVID-19 Health and Safety Syllabus Addendum
 
Clayton State University is committed to providing and promoting a healthy and safe learning environment. All students, faculty, and staff are expected to comply with all social distancing mitigation measures, practices, guidelines and policies. Please note the following rules and regulations that are in place during the fall semester due to the COVID-19 pandemic: 
 
1. Anyone who is feeling ill should refrain from coming to campus and should consult the symptoms related to COVID-19 to determine if a visit to a physician or clinic is necessary. Any faculty, staff or student who is exhibiting COVID-19 symptoms, has been sick with COVID-19 symptoms, tested positive for COVID-19, or has been potentially exposed to someone with COVID-19 (either through community-related exposure or international travel) should self-isolate or stay home and report their case using the COVID-19 Reporting Form. Faculty and staff should also notify their supervisor. Students should consult with University Health Services.
1. For the health and safety of your fellow classmates and the campus community, we strongly encourage you to wear a face covering during class, during in-person office hours and while inside campus facilities.
3. Assigned seating will be used in all classes on campus, and attendance will be taken on a daily basis.  Seating charts will be accessible through the D2L course space and should be reviewed prior to the first day of class. Students are to refrain from entering the instructor designated space unless the instructor allows.
4. Disinfecting wipes or other approved cleaning solutions will be available to all students and faculty who have an on-campus class. 
5. All persons are to adhere to the posted signs and directions in hallways and buildings, except in the case of fire or other emergency requiring evacuation.
6. Students are not to enter rooms until 10 minutes before class and must vacate the space at the end of class. Any classrooms that are not in use for classes should be left vacant unless prior scheduling approval has been granted.
7. To aid in ventilation of classrooms and to maximize air exchange rates, classroom doors should be closed during each class meeting and make sure they are closed after their class concludes. Air purifiers should be left on and will operate based on a sensor.
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