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POLS 1101, American Government

I. Instructor: 
Daniel K. Mancill, Associate Professor of Political Science
School of Humanities and Social Sciences

East Georgia State College

II. Office information: Location, Phone, Email, Hours

Office: 168 Statesboro Center, EGSC
Office Phone: 912-623-2453. Google Voice: 706-927-5365
· First, call my office number. If there is no answer call my Google Voice number.

· When leaving messages please be specific. Leave your name, a call back number and the specific class, with times, you are in.

Email: dmancill@ega.edu
Office Hours:

10:00am-12:30pm Monday
11:00am-1:30pm Tuesday

10:00am-12:30pm Wednesday

11:00am-1:30pm Thursday

Per East Georgia State College policy, all office hours will be virtual or via phone call. If you would like to meet with me I can set up a Zoom meeting or we can schedule a phone call, just ask. Due to social distancing, I may or may not be in my office during office hours but will always be available via email, phone, or zoom.

Because this particular class is so large, the decision has been made to conduct this class via Zoom for every class meeting. While we will not be meeting in person you will participate in EVERY class meeting via ZOOM. The Zoom link is found in D2L.

Facemask Policy: The USG has set a policy for all colleges and universities in the system that students, faculty, and staff are required to wear face masks while indoors (with the exception of your dorm room).

A protective face covering is appropriate if it covers both the mouth and nose of the individual, fits over the chin, fits snugly against the sides of the face, is securely attached to the individuals face, is made of cloth or other tightly woven fibers or similar materials, and significantly limits the aerial transmission of respiratory droplets from the wearer’s mouth or nasal cavities to others in close proximity to the wearer. 

Students and employees desiring or needing to wear a face shield for medical reasons will need to go through the accommodation process.   

It is important for your health and the health of those around you that you follow this policy at all times. Failure to follow this policy will lead to you being asked to leave for a first offense; if it happens a second time, you will be reported to the student conduct officer for disorderly conduct. You are also expected to maintain a distance of 6 feet from others at all times while on campus including during lectures and labs. Your professor will also ask you to continue to sit in the same seat each time you attend class in person in case there is a need for contact tracing. The combination of these efforts is designed for the health and well-being of everyone on campus.  
III. Course description:
A study of the political structures and actual functions of the various levels of government in the United States. The national government plus state and local governments of Georgia will be emphasized. Successful completion satisfies the legislative requirements for instruction in the constitutions of the U. S. and Georgia.
IV. Prerequisites: None. 
V. Textbook: Krutz, Waskiewicz, et at. American Government, Second Edition – ISBN 978-1-947172-66-1. Openstax Free Textbook, 2019.

· This textbook is 100% free and is accessible at https://openstax.org/details/books/american-government-2e
· You may also download the Openstax app and choose American Government.

VI. Course Learning Outcomes with linkages to General Education Student Learning Outcomes
You should exit this course with a basic familiarity and understanding of the processes and institutions associated with the American political system.  The course is taught from a theoretical and policy oriented perspective, meaning that you should be able to grasp and understand the underpinnings of the American political process.  Particular emphasis is placed on the role of government as both an arena and arbiter among various groups vying for power in an environment of scarce resources.  In this environment, government assumes the role of decision-maker.  In a more practical sense, you should come away with a basic understanding of how government impacts your daily life, through the formulation and implementation of public policy, the study of how government decides who gets what.  The course poses several philosophical questions: 

1. Describe the historical and philosophical roots of the U.S. Constitution and government.
2. Explain the structure, powers, and processes of the three branches of the U.S. Government.
3. Articulate the features and roles of main actors in the U.S. political system such as interest groups and political parties.
4. Describe major domestic and foreign policy issues in U.S. politics.
You are expected to integrate the required readings with class lectures. East Georgia State College assesses student learning based upon the achievement of seven general education outcome electives which are listed below and are also available on the EGSC webpage:

1. Students will demonstrate college-level writing proficiency in written exposition, analysis, argumentation, interpretation, and evaluation using properly researched sources of information. (Writing Competency Area).

2. Students will demonstrate college-level proficiency in using basic numerical, symbolic, graphical, and mathematical functions for analyzing data and solving quantitative problems with the aid of appropriate technology.  (Quantitative Competency Area).

3. Students will demonstrate necessary organization of materials for effective vocal and physical presentations in varied speaking contexts. (Oral and Multi-media Presentation Competency).

4. Students will demonstrate use of the principles of critical thinking including the gathering, analysis, and evaluation of information to formulate substantive and creative perspectives on challenging events in one’s history and experience. (Critical Thinking Competency).

5. Students will demonstrate the recognition of important works of literature or art and the periods in history when they were created and analyze basic characteristics and differences among their different forms. (Humanities Competency).

6. Students will demonstrate familiarity with basic nomenclature, theories, investigative practices, and laboratory work in the sciences as well as the functional components and use of the scientific method in natural science research. (Scientific Competency).

7. Students will demonstrate recognition of the basic principles and theories of human behavior, social organizations, government, laws and policies, behavioral and social deviance, and social scientific research methods. (Social Science Competency).
To assess and measure student learning outcomes in this class, the following criteria will be used through a major Institutional Power Point and Oral Analysis that will demonstrate proficiency in the three criteria: 

1. Students will demonstrate necessary organization of materials for effective vocal and physical presentations in varied speaking contexts. (Oral and Multi-media Presentation Competency)

2. Students will demonstrate use of the principles of critical thinking including the gathering, analysis, and evaluation of information to formulate substantive and creative perspectives on challenging events in one’s history and experience.  (Critical Thinking Competency)

3. Students will demonstrate recognition of the basic principles and theories of human behavior, social organizations, government, laws and policies, behavioral and social deviance, and social scientific research methods. (Social Science Competency) The Oral and Multi-media Presentation Competency, the Critical Thinking Competency, and Social Science Competency are incorporated into the objectives of this course
 
VII. Evaluation: You will be evaluated based on two tests (Midterm and Final Exam), Chapter Quizzes, Interest Group Project, assessments.
1. Mid Term Exam=30%

2. Final Exam=30%

3. Interest Group Project=25%

4. Chapter Quizzes=15%

Tests: You will complete two tests in the course, one midterm and one final exam. These tests count for 30% each of your overall grade.
1. Mid Term Exam. This exam will be completed online in D2L and will cover material from lectures, textbook, supplemental materials, and current events.

2. Final Exam. This exam will be completed online in D2L and will cover material from the lectures, textbook, supplemental materials, films, and current events. This exam is not comprehensive.

Chapter Quizzes: Quizzes will be completed online in D2L and will cover material from lectures, textbook, supplemental materials, and current events. The quizzes will be completed at the end of chapter discussions.
Interest Group Project: This assignment will involve researching interest groups and writing a short paper and completing a PowerPoint to illustrate your result. This project will be submitted only through the dropbox in D2L and will be checked for plagiarism using Turn It In. More details will be provided in a separate handout.
From time to time you will participate in numerous assessment activities that will assess your comprehension of the course material. You will complete the assessment activities on an individual or group level.

You are responsible for adhering to test/paper dates and deadlines.
Turning in assignments late reflects badly upon you as a student. Papers that are turned in late will be deducted 10 points per day after the deadline, with no papers accepted after the second day past the deadline.
VIII. Grading (i.e. how grades will be assessed, including percent of total grade for each major assignment)

90-100%
A
80-89%
B
70-79%
C

60-69%
D

59% or less
F

IX. Attendance Policy
The class attendance policy for this course is consistent with the class attendance policy of East Georgia State College. The instructor may penalize students who miss more than the equivalent of one week of classes without prior permission. You are also expected to be in your seat when the class begins.
Attendance in this course will mean logging into D2L before the start time of class and remaining logged in until class is dismissed by me at the class end time. You must also attend the course via Zoom for each class meeting. Not staying logged in D2L or not showing up for the Zoom for the entire duration of the class will be considered an absence.
The Zoom link is provided in D2L.
X. Make-up Policy

You are expected to be in class and take every exam at the scheduled time, no earlier and no later. You are also expected to turn in assignments on the day the assignment is due. If you miss a test or do not turn an assignment in on the due date you will receive a 0 (F). 
Make ups will be determined on an individual basis at the discretion of the professor. Documentation will be required.
XI. Plagiarism:

All academic work that you turn in should be your own work. Thus, I take academic honesty very seriously. Cheating or plagiarizing of any kind is not tolerated. Below you will find some explanations of cheating and plagiarism as taken from the Student Handbook of East Georgia State College. *
Cheating

a. Copying from another student’s paper.

b. Use of prepared materials, notes, or texts other than those specifically permitted by the instructor during the examination.

c. Collaboration with another student during the examination.

d. Buying, selling, stealing, soliciting or transmitting an examination or any other material purported to be the unreleased contents of an upcoming examination, or use of any such material.

e. Substitution for another person during an examination or allowing such substitution for oneself.

f. Bribery of any person to obtain examination information.

Plagiarism is the failure to acknowledge indebtedness. It is always assumed that the written work offered for evaluation and credit is the student’s own unless otherwise acknowledged. Such acknowledgment should occur whenever one quotes another person’s actual works, whenever one appropriates another person’s ideas, opinions or theories, even if they are paraphrased, and whenever one borrows facts, statistics, or other illustrative materials unless the information is common knowledge.

Collusion is collaboration with another person in the preparations of editing notes, themes, reports, or other written work or in laboratory work offered for evaluation and other written work or in laboratory work.

Student Responsibility - It is the duty of the student to practice and preserve academic honesty. If the student has any doubt about a situation, he or she should consult with his or her instructor.
You may not turn in work from another course. Every assignment in this course is separate from any other course.

*Taken from the Student Handbook of East Georgia State College
 XII: ADA Regulations: If you have special needs because of a learning disability or
 physical disability, you should discuss this problem with me immediately. I will make every reasonable effort to accommodate you. Learning disabled students must be officially tested and diagnosed as such by East Georgia State College Counseling Services and bring the paperwork to me before accommodations can be made.
XIII. Course withdrawal policy statement

Course Withdrawal Policy Statement: Students are responsible for their own academic progress. Decisions regarding withdrawal from courses should only be made after consultation with an academic advisor. Before withdrawing from a course, students must meet with a Financial Aid representative to discuss their personal financial aid situation. More information regarding withdrawal from courses can be found in the EGSC catalog at http://www.ega.edu/registrar/catalog/Catalog0809.pdf
XIV. Campus Emergency Policy: 
a. In the event the fire alarm is sounded, everyone must evacuate the building at once and in a calm and orderly fashion, using the nearest exit. In the event of a severe weather warning everyone must proceed immediately to the nearest designated shelter area which are marked by a small tornado symbol. All severe weather shelter locations are posted on the EGC website. Each student should, on the first day of class, determine the location of the nearest exit and the nearest designated shelter area for each of his or her classrooms. If you have difficulties locating either ask your instructor to assist you.

b. The Connect-ED system is a communication service that enables East Georgia State College administrators and security personnel to quickly contact all East Georgia State College students, faculty and staff with personalized voice and text messages that contain emergency-related campus information (e.g., campus closing, campus threat, health scare, etc.) With Connect-ED, East Georgia State College students can be reached and provided with vital instructions anywhere, anytime, through their cell phones, home phones, e-mail, TTY/TDD receiving devices, or other text-receiving devices. (http://www.ega.edu/connected.pdf)

c. EGCS students should make themselves familiar with Georgia Southern University’s Emergency Response Plan http://services.georgiasouthern.edu/ess/Emergency%20Response%20Plan.pdf
In the event of an emergency, EGCS students should follow the instructions of EGCS faculty and staff members and GSU campus officials.

XV. Additional Course Requirements: None
XVI. Tentative Schedule: (Please follow calendar in D2L)
Week One
Syllabus, Pre Test, Introduction



American Government and Civic Engagement
Week Two
American Government and Civic Engagement
Week Three
The Constitution and it’s Origins
Week Four
The Constitution and it’s Origins 
Week Five
American Federalism
Week Six
American Federalism , Mid Term Exam
Week Seven
Civil Liberties
Week Eight
Civil Rights
Week Nine      The Politics of Public Opinion
Week Ten
The Media
Week Eleven  Interest Group Project Due, Sunday October 25th, 2020 by 11:59PM
Week Twelve
Voting and Elections
Week Thirteen
 Voting and Elections
Week Fourteen Congress
Week Fifteen
  Foreign Policy 

FINAL EXAM DURING FINAL EXAM WEEK
This schedule is subject to change

XVII.
Classroom Conduct

I ask that you conduct yourself in an appropriate manner at all times in the classroom. Disrespect of any kind will NOT be tolerated; this includes disrespect to other students and myself. Keep in mind that while you are entitled to your own opinion, you must always respect the opinions of others.
If you are disturbing others in class you will be asked to leave. If you do not comply you will be referred to the appropriate administrator. Keep in mind that taking this class is for your benefit, take the opportunity seriously.

Cell Phone Policy: Cell phone use of any kind will NOT be tolerated in the classroom. This includes talking and/or texting. Utilize the silent function before entering the classroom. This also applies to wireless bluetooth devices and all mp3 players.
· Do not have your cell phone out during class at all, not even to check the time.
· You are not allowed to take notes on your cell phone.

· Violations of this policy will include a reduction in points on your test grades.

Laptops/computers: Laptops are not to be used in class without prior permission from your instructor.
Food and Drink: East Georgia State College and Georgia Southern University do not allow food or drinks of any kind in classrooms. Therefore, I will not allow food or drink of any kind in the class.

Tobacco/Electronic Cigarettes: The use of any tobacco products is not tolerated. This includes cigarettes, smokeless tobacco, and electronic cigarettes.

Classroom Rules: In order to create an atmosphere of learning you must adhere to a few classroom rules regarding behavior and conduct.

· Do not enter class with headphones on/in your ears.
· Be in class and ready to begin at the start time of the class, tardiness is not acceptable. Doors may be locked after the start time of class.
· Do not leave class early without prior permission. Leaving class early is not acceptable.

· Do not talk while I am talking.

· Disturbances of any kind will not be tolerated.
· If you are asked to leave the class for being disruptive and/or not following rules you will leave the class orderly and quietly.

· You are not allowed to leave the room until you have completed your test.

· Be respectful to myself and all other classmates.

· Always use appropriate language for the classroom.

Zoom Rules: Although we will not be meeting face to face in a classroom I except you to still follow basic rules of civility

· Keep your microphone muted at all time unless you ask the instructor a question.

· Side conversations will not be tolerated.

· Always use appropriate language.

· Pay attention to the lecture.

Those violating classroom rules will be referred to the appropriate college administrator/s.
CAMPUS CARRY LEGISLATION (HB 280) Statement
Beginning July 1st, 2017, new Campus Carry legislation relating to the carrying and possession of handguns on campus will be in effect in the University System of Georgia. 

Please review specific Campus Carry information on the College’s website www.ega.edu/campuscarry to determine the impact this new legislation may have on you, the student. Violation of the Campus Carry law is also a violation of the EGSC Student Code of Conduct.  

Please direct questions or report suspected violations to: 

EGSC Police Department: Main Campus: 478-289-2090 OR Statesboro: 912-623-2462 

Augusta University Police Department: 706-721-8119

.
East Georgia State College

Holistic Critical Thinking Rubric

	Criteria
	Tier 1
	Tier 2
	Tier 3

	Question – Students will question basic understanding of the topic in order to construct a thesis.
	· Fails to identify alternatives
· Fails to acknowledge uncertainties
· Fails to identify a working hypothesis
	· Identifies  a limited number of alternatives

· Acknowledges some uncertainty

· Thesis is vague
	· Thoroughly understands alternatives

· Acknowledges any uncertainties inherent in the topic

· Thesis precisely identifies the argument



	Analyze – Students will analyze primary data  to determine   validity and usefulness.


	· Fails to distinguish between relevant/irrelevant data

· Fails to identify bias

· Fails to make reasonable inferences

· Fails to identify reasons to support the thesis

· Fails to identify fact from opinion

· Fails to identify cause /effect relationships

· Fails to make reasonable comparisons
	· Identifies data that may be relevant

· Is sensitive to possible bias

· Attempts to make reasonable inferences

· Makes some attempt to identify reasons in support of the thesis

· Attempts to distinguish between fact and opinion 

· Makes a limited attempt to discuss cause/effect relationships

· Makes  limited comparisons
	· Focuses on the relevant data

· Bias does not interfere with the quality of the argument

· Inferences are sound and supported by the data

· Reasons support the argument

· Successfully distinguishes fact from opinion

· Fully addresses cause/effect relationships

· Comparisons are valid and strengthen the argument

	Discuss – Students will be able to engage in productive verbal communication 
	· Fails to acknowledge opposing viewpoints

· Fails to modify thesis if required

· Fails to enunciate ideas clearly

· Fails to identify fallacies

· Fails to construct organized arguments

· Fails to demonstrate knowledge of punctuation, spelling, grammar, and diction
	· Acknowledges opposing viewpoints

· Shows flexibility in modifying thesis

· Enunciates basic ideas clearly

· Some awareness of fallacies

· Some problems with organization

· Paper is marred by lapses in punctuation, spelling, grammar and diction
	· Acknowledges strengths of opposing viewpoints

· Modifies thesis based on new information

· Articulates arguments persuasively

· Argument is free from fallacy

· Arguments is organized

· Largely free of errors in punctuation, spelling, grammar and diction 

	Debate – Students will defend a cogent argument
	· Fails to distinguish between emotional and rational responses

· Fails to recognize possible counter arguments

· Fails to provide rebuttals for counter arguments
	· Distinguishes between emotional and rational responses

· Recognizes counter arguments

· Provides rebuttals for counter arguments
	· Effectively guides debate from the emotional to the rational 

· Distinguishes between weak and strong counter arguments

· Makes persuasive use of counter arguments for rhetorical advantage


	Criteria
	Tier 1
	Tier 2
	Tier 3

	Critique – Students will be able to research and evaluate opposing arguments in a controversial topic
	· Fails to assess the quality of evidence presented
· Fails to assess the sufficiency of the evidence
· Fails to develop reasonable conclusions
	· Assesses the quality of evidence presented

· Assesses the sufficiency of evidence presented

· Develops reasonable conclusions
	· Uses evidence to strengthen argument

· Evidence is sufficient

· Conclusion is persuasive
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