Unit 1:  North America
Goals:  
After completing the 2-week unit on North America, you should be able to:  
*provide concrete examples of the environmental impact of meat, as discussed in the lecture and the "Big Pig" reading, by Barry Estabrook
*provide an example of sustainable meat production, as discussed by David Montgomery in the reading excerpt from Growing a Revolution: Bringing Our Soil Back to Life 
*summarize the main ideas of the “Learning to Think about the Ogallala” reading, by Opie et. al., and provide concrete examples of the human activity that has contributed to water insecurity on the Great Plains 
*discuss the water security of another North American region, and provide examples of the chief threats to that security, as well as of efforts to ensure water sustainability and resilience 
*discuss the status of women in a North American country of your choice using Georgetown University’s Women, Peace and Security Index; provide examples of efforts to improve the status of women there
*explain the environmental implications of a border wall separating the U.S. and Mexico, as explored in the documentary film The River and the Wall
Recommended Readings:  
"When the Rivers Run Dry...America Loses the West," by Fred Peace 
From: Pearce. When the Rivers Run Dry : Water--the Defining Crisis of the Twenty-first Century. Fully Revised and Updated ed. BOSTON: Boston : Beacon, 2018.
"The Birds of Chihuahua: Water and Biodiversity," by Judith D. Schwartz
From: Schwartz, Judith D. Water in Plain Sight : Hope for a Thirsty World. Second ed.  Canada: Chelsea Green, 2019. 
Nature & Environment:  "Learning to Think About the Ogallala," by Opie et. al.  
From: Opie, John. Ogallala, Third Edition Water for a Dry Land. Third ed. Lincoln : U of Nebraska, 2018.
Excerpt from Cantú, Francisco. The Line Becomes a River : Dispatches from the Border. New York, New York : Riverhead, 2018.
"The Color of Justice," by Michelle Alexander 
From Alexander, Michelle. The New Jim Crow : Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness. Tenth Anniversary ed. New York : New, 2020
"Introduction" and "Farming Carbon," by David Montgomery
From Montgomery, David R. Growing a Revolution : Bringing Our Soil Back to Life. First ed. New York : W.W. Norton &, 2017.
"Introduction" and "Big Pig," by Barry Estabrook 
From Estabrook, Barry. Pig Tales : An Omnivore's Quest for Sustainable Meat. First ed. New York : W.W. Norton &, 2015. 
Suggested Documentary Films
Immigration: The River and the Wall 
Water: Water & Power: A California Heist 
Nature & Environment: The Human Element
Agriculture: Sustainable

Online Reading Resources:  
Crisis on the High Plains: The Loss of America's Largest Aquifer (Nature & Environment) 
Excerpt from The Line Becomes a River, by Francisco Cantu (Immigration) 
Tri-State Water Wars (AL, GA, FL): A Closer Look (Water) 
How Did Farmer Brown Bring His Dying Land Back from the Brink?  (Agriculture) 
Climate Change and Migration in Mexico (Nature & Environment, Migration) 
Excerpt, The New Jim Crow, by Michelle Alexander (Geography of Race) 
Fighting Hog Farm Pollution in North Carolina (Nature & Environment, Agriculture) 

Online Audiovisual Resources: 
Reading the Ogallala Aquifer: Saving Ancient Water (Water) 
What's Causing the California Water Crisis?  (Water) 
North Carolina Hog Farms Spray Manure Around Black Communities; Residents Fight Back (Agriculture, Geography of Race)  
Michelle Alexander - The Future of Race in America (Geography of Race) 
White Oak Pastures: Our Story (Sustainable Agriculture) 

Unit 2:  Central and South America 
Goals:  
By the end of the 2-week unit on Central and South America, you should be able to:  
*give examples that illustrate the significance of coffee to the past and present of Central and South America
*provide examples that illustrate the environmental impact of coffee production and the connection between coffee and hunger 
*summarize the main ideas of our two readings for this week - "Forests," by Gaia Vince, &  "Paraguay, Brazil, Argentina: 'The United Soy Republic, '" by Marie Monique-Robin - & be able to illustrate these ideas with examples from the readings
* discuss deforestation, and its impact, in a Central or South American country of your choice, and provide examples of the chief drivers of deforestation, as well as of efforts to protect forest areas in that country
*use concrete examples from a country of your choice to make connections between resource depletion, climate change and migration 
*discuss the status of women in a Central/South American country of your choice using Georgetown University’s Women, Peace and Security Index; provide examples of efforts to improve the status of women there
*provide examples of the cultural significance of the act of sharing a cup of coffee or tea, in cultures around the world, based on your viewing of the documentary, Connected by Coffee
 Recommended Readings: 
"Forests," by Gaia Vince.
From Adventures in the Anthropocene: A Journey to the Heart of the Planet We Made, by Gaia Vince 
"Paraguay, Brazil, Argentina: The United Soy Republic," by Marie Monique-Robin
From The World According to Monsanto, by Marie Monique-Robin
"How to Stop Deforestation: Experience from Brazil and Beyond," by Frances Seymour and Jonah Bush
From Why Forests?  Why Now?  The Science, Economics and Politics of Tropical Forests and Climate Change, by Frances Seymour and Jonah Bush 
"Hoofprints: Cattle Ranching and Landscape Transformation," by Shawn Van Ausdal and Robert W. Wilcox
From A Living Past: Environmental Histories of Modern Latin America, by Soluri et. al. (Eds.)
"Imagining and Creating Latin America as a Region," by Fernando J. Bosco 
From Placing Latin America: Contemporary Themes in Geography, by Jackiewickz and Bosco (Eds.) 
Recommended Documentaries: 
Connected By Coffee
Raising Resistance (accompanies the "Paraguay, Brazil, Argentina: The United Soy Republic" reading listed above) 
Amazonia Eterna
A Bold Peace
When the Road Ends
A Bridge Apart

Online Reading Resources: 
Climate Change Effects Could Mean the End of Coffee Beans
Capitalism's Favorite Drug: The Dark History of How Coffee Took Over the World
Food Security and Coffee: Ending Seasonal Hunger
Amazon Deforestation Increases 25% in Brazil
Latin America's Migration Lesson for the World
Latin America: The Opportunity of Migration 
As Water Scarcity Deepens Across Latin America, Political Instability Grows
Can 'Agroecology' Bring Food Security to Latin America?
Curitiba: The Greenest City on Earth
Either We Change or We Die: The Radical Farming Project in the Amazon

Online Audiovisual Resources: 
After the Harvest: Fighting Hunger in the Coffeelands
Climate-Friendly Coffee Farming in Costa Rica
TedTalk: What the People of the Amazon Know That You Don't
The Destruction of the Amazon, Explained
The War for the Amazon's Most Valuable Trees
Brazil's Indigenous Land Is Being Invaded
Curitiba: The World's Greenest City

Unit 3: Russia and the Post-Soviet States 
Goals: 
By the end of the 2-week unit on Russia and the Post-Soviet States, you should be able to:  
*provide a summary of the “Who Lost Russia?” reading, by Joseph Stiglitz, and give examples of the human impact of the economic depression that followed the breakup of the Soviet Union 
*provide a summary of the “Freedom of Speech” reading, by Anne Garrels, and discuss the current state of human rights in Russia
*place current regional demographic trends in the context of Russia’s recent economic history  
*provide examples of current environmental challenges facing Russia
*discuss the status of women in a Russia or one of the Post-Soviet states using Georgetown University’s Women, Peace and Security Index; provide examples of efforts to improve the status of women there
*connect the themes of the unit to the depiction of contemporary Russian daily life in the documentary Katya, Vitya, Dima
Recommended Readings
"Who Lost Russia?," by Jospeh Stiglitz
From Globalization and Its Discontents Revisited: Anti-Globalization in the Era of Trump, by Joseph Stiglitz 
"Introduction" and "Russia Has Been Lifted Back Off Its Knees," by Mark Galeotti
From A Short History of Russia: How the World's Largest Country Invented Itself, From the Pagans to Putin, by Mark Galeotti 
"Freedom of Speech," by Anne Garrels
From Putin Country: A Journey into the Real Russia, by Anne Garrels 
"The Rush for the North Pole," by Geir Honneland
From Russia and the Arctic: Environment, Identity, and Foreign Policy, by Geir Honneland 
"After the Break-Up of the Soviet Union: Inheriting the Environmental Legacy," by Paul Josephson 
From An Environmental History of Russia, by Paul Josephson
"On the Beauty of a Dictatorship and the Mystery of Butterflies Crushed Against the Pavement," by Svetlana Alexievich 
From Secondhand Time: The Last of the Soviets, by Svetlana Alexievich 
Recommended Documentaries 
Katya, Vitya, Dima
Perm-36. Reflection
Breaking Point: The War for Democracy in Ukraine
The Tragedy of Russia's Reform
Embittered City
The Cook Who Came in from the Cold
Welcome to Chechnya
Online Reading Resources: 
With Siberia In Flame, Climate Change Hits Home for Russia
Putin Wants to Increase Russia's Birth Rate, But Demographic Trends Are Gloomy
Amnesty International: Human Rights in Russia
In Russia, Gender Equality Still a Long Way Off
Russia Launches Pollution Investigation After Streams Run Orange
Russia's Arctic Region Declares Emergency After Second Fuel Spill
Online Audiovisual Resources 
Russian Prisons: Human Rights in the Spotlight
Activists: Russia Is Back-Pedaling on Women's Rights
The Most Polluted City in Russia
Russia's Geography Problem
Russia's 20,000 Ton Diesel Spill Pollutes Waterways in Siberia
The Struggle for Free Speech in Russia
The Modern Economy of Russia
The Future of the Russian Economy

Unit 4.  Europe 
Goals: 
By the end of the 2-week unit on Europe, you should be able to: 
*provide a summary of the “Copenhagen: Bicycle City” reading, by Henderson and Gulsrud, and provide examples of sustainable urban planning from another European city of your choice 
*provide a summary of the excerpt from “Chinese Immigration and the Made in Italy Brand,” by Elizabeth L. Krause, and discuss the EU’s current immigration controversy using examples from another European country of your choice 
*compare the status of women in Europe with that of women in the U.S. using Georgetown University’s Women, Peace and Security Index
*provide examples of Wales’ recent sustainability initiatives, and discuss their relevance to addressing the current global challenge of climate change   
*provide examples of the impact of human activity on the physical environment from part one of the documentary film Danube: Europe’s Amazon
Recommended Reading
“Portugal and Spain,” by Rick Steves
From For the Love of Europe: My Favorite People, Places, and Stories, by Rick Steves
"Cities of Europe," by McCarthy et. al.  
From Cities of the World: Regional Patterns and Urban Environments, by Brunn (Ed.) et. al.  
"Case Study Amsterdam: The Sharing City: Understanding and Acting on the Sharing Paradigm," by McLaren and Agyeman
From Sharing Cities: A Case for Truly Smart and Sustainable Cities, by McLaren and Agyeman
"Copenhagen: Bicycle City," by Henderson and Gulsrud
From Street Fights in Copenhagen: Bicycle and Car Politics in a Green Mobility City, by Henderson and Gulsrud
"Chinese Immigration and the Made in Italy Brand" (excerpt), by Elizabeth L. Krause
From Tight Knit: Global Families and the Social Life of Fast Fashion, by Elizabeth L. Krause 
"Introduction" and "From Nature to Politics: How They Became One," by Jane Davidson
From #FutureGen, Lessons from a Small Country, by Jane Davidson
Recommended Documentaries: 
Kingdom of the Forest
Anthony Bourdain: Scotland
Slovakia: Treasures in the Heart of Europe
Danube: Europe's Amazon

Online Reading Resources
EU Migration Crisis: What Are the Key Issues?
Gender Equality in Europe:  What Progress in 2019?
Greta Thunberg Says EU Recovery Plan Fails to Tackle Climate Crisis
Have You Been to the World's Greenest City?
Why You Should Move to Wales if You Want to Save the Planet
Sweet-and-Sour Life of Chinese Residents in Italy's Fashion Capital
In Spain's Complex Migration Game, Africans See a Disadvantage
France Is Experiencing a Hip-Hop Revolution
INSPIA: Inspiring Sustainable Agriculture in Europe
Online Audiovisual Resources 
The Danube: From the Black Forest to the Black Sea 
Jane Davidson: Why Wales Leads the Way in Sustainability
How Amsterdam Became a Bicycle Paradise
Does Europe Really Have a Migration Crisis?
Rediscovering Small-Scale Farming in Switzerland (One Week on a Bike to Visit Six Sustainable Farms)
How Is Europe Doing on Women's Rights and Gender Equality?
Finland's New Prime Minister Proposes 24-Hour Work Week
The Sustainable City of the Future: Copenhagen, Denmark
Europe's Transition to a Green Energy Future

Unit 5.  North Africa and Southwest Asia 
Goals: 
By the end of the 2-week unit on North Africa and Southwest Asia, you should be able to: 
*provide a summary of the “"The Arab Uprisings and Their Fallout," by James L. Gelvin, and explain the connections between food and water security and recent political turmoil in the region
*provide a summary of  the "Climate Change and the Syrian Revolution" reading, by Marwa Daoudy, and explain the connections the author makes between climate change and political conflict
*discuss the status of women in a North African/Southwest Asian country of your choice using Georgetown University’s Women, Peace and Security Index; provide examples of efforts to improve the status of women there
*make connections between our discussion of connections between climate change and conflict, and the status of women in the region, to the content of the film In Syria 

Recommended Reading: 
"The Arab Uprisings and Their Fallout," by James L. Gelvin
From The New Middle East: What Everyone Needs to Know, by James L. Gelvin 
"Brothers (Egypt)," by Robert F. Worth
From Rage for Order: The Middle East in Turmoil from Tahrir Square to Isis, by Robert F. Worth 
"Distinctive Cities of the Middle East: Urban Problems and Prospects," by Salim et. al.  
From Cities of the World: Regional Patterns and Urban Environments, by Brunn et. al.  
"The Changing Face of Gender Activism in Post-Mubarak Egypt," by Mariz Tadros 
From Resistance, Revolt & Gender Justice in Egypt, by Mariz Tadros 
"Climate Change and the Syrian Revolution," by Marwa Daoudy
From The Origins of the Syrian Conflict: Climate Change and Human Security, by Marwa Daoudy 
"Despotism and Godless Terrorism," by Stephen Kinzer
From Overthrow, by Stephen Kinzer 
"Thicker Than Blood: The Water-Famished Middle East," by Steven Solomon
From Water: The Epic Struggle for Wealth, Power, and Civilization, by Steven Solomon 
"Farming for Freedom: The Shackled Palestinian Agricultural Sector," by Alaa Tartir 
From Crisis and Conflict in Agriculture, by Zurayk (Ed.) et. al.  
"The Arab Spring in North Africa: Egypt and Tunisia," by Ray Bush 
From Crisis and Conflict in Agriculture, by Zurayk (Ed.) et. al.  
"The Politics of Gender Segregation in Iran," by Nazanin Shahrokni
From Women in Place: The Politics of Gender Segregation in Iran, by Nazanin Shahrokni
"When the Rivers Run Dry...We Go to War Over Water" (Excerpt), by Fred Pearce
From When the Rivers Run Dry, by Fred Pearce 
"The Nile: Egypt's Eternal River," by Toby Wilkinson
From The Nile: Travelling Downriver Through Egypt's Past and Present, by Toby Wilkinson
Recommended Films:  
PBS Frontline:  Mosul
PBS Frontline: Bitter Rivals: Iran & Saudi Arabia (Parts I & II)
In Syria*
5 Broken Cameras
Wild Arabia (available on Netflix) 
One Day in the Haram
City of Two Springs
*not a documentary 

Online Reading Resources 
World Bank Infographic: How to Move Beyond Water Scarcity in the Middle East and North Africa
How the Middle East's Water Shortage Drives Demand for Live Animal Imports
Water-Related Violence Rises Globally in Past Decade
'Dr. Cool:' Meet the Engineer Trying to Keep Qatar Air-Conditioned
Elif Shafak: It's a Crucial Moment for Global Feminism
16 Initiatives Redefining Food and Agriculture Across the Middle East
Unlocking the Potential for Agricultural Development in the Middle East and North Africa
Six Sustainable Fashion Labels from the Middle East that Need to Be On Your Radar
The Pandemic Is Sissi's Latest Weapon Against the Press in Egypt
Struggle for Water Continues in Palestine's Jordan Valley

Online Audiovisual Resources 
Why Iraq's Great Rivers Are Dying
Arid Middle East Faces Political Battles Over Water Shortfalls
Can Sea Water Desalination Save the World?
Arab Spring Revisited - The Battle for Democracy in Egypt
In Rare Protests, Egyptians Demand President el-Sisi's Removal
Isobel Coleman - How Women Are Transforming the Middle East
Iranian Activist Fights Against Gender Apartheid in Iran
Rick Steve’s Iran
The State of the Syrian Refugee Crisis
What Is the Link Between Climate Change and Conflict?  

Unit 6.  Sub-Saharan Africa 
Goals: 
By the end of the 2-week unit on Sub-Saharan Africa, you should be able to: 
*give examples that illustrate the significance of cocoa to the past and present of Sub-Saharan Africa
*provide examples that illustrate the relationship between colonialism and cocoa in West Africa, and how today's cocoa industry reflects the ongoing impact of the legacy of colonialism 
*summarize the main ideas of our two readings for this week - the excerpt from Chocolate Nations: Living & Dying for Cocoa in West Africa, by Orla Ryan, &  "The Elephant Pools: Making Rainfall Effective," by Judith Schwartz - & be able to illustrate these ideas with examples from the readings
*provide examples of the human impact of cocoa production from the documentary film Chocolate’s Heart of Darkness 
*discuss the status of women in an African country of your choice using Georgetown University’s Women, Peace and Security Index; provide examples of efforts to improve the status of women there
*provide an example of sustainable agriculture in Africa, and discuss its relevance to meeting current challenges posed by climate change and water scarcity
Recommended reading:  
"The Elephant Pools: Making Rainwater Effective," by Judith D. Schwartz
From Water in Plain Sight: Hope for a Thirsty Worldm by Judith D. Schwartz 
"African Farms and Farmers," by Conway et. al. 
From Food for All in Africa: Sustainable Intensification for African Farmers, by Conway et. al.  
"Introduction" and "The Human Costs," by Leonce Ndikumana and James K. Boyce 
From Africa's Odious Debts: How Foreign Loans and Capital Flight Bled a Continent, by Leonce Ndikumana and James K. Boyce 
"Introduction" and "Ghana Is Cocoa," by Orla Ryan
From Chocolate Nations: Living and Dying for Chocolate in West Africa, by Orla Ryan
"Introduction" and "The New Scramble, Geography and Development," by Padraig Carmody 
From The New Scramble for Africa, by Padraig Carmody 
"Africa," by Tim Marshall
From Prisoners of Geography: 10 Maps that Explain Everything About the World, by Tim Marshall
"Female Entrepreneurship in the African Fashion Industry: A Review of Its Determinants & Characteristics," by Hashim Sabo Bello
From Sustainable Fashion: Empowering African Women Entrepreneurs in the Fashion Industry, by Moreno-Gavara et. al. 
"The Geopolitics of a Hershey's Kiss," by Carol Off
From Bitter Chocolate: Anatomy of an Industry, by Carol Off 
"Why Deforestation Persists in Africa: Actors, Interests, and Interest Alignment," by Nadia Rabesahala Horning
From The Politics of Deforestation in Africa: Madagascar, Tanzania, and Uganda
"Resistance Is Fertile: On Beings Sons and Daughters of Soil," by Lesley Green
Recommended Documentaries 
Chocolate's Heart of Darkness
The Chocolate Case
Searching for Sugar Man
Meanwhile in Mamelodi
King Leopold's Ghost
Elsewhere - Alone in Africa
Greetings from the Colony
Touba
Out of Darkness
Sisters of the Wilderness
Wildest Africa
Silent Forests

Online Reading Resources 
Ivory Coast Law Could See Chocolate Industry ‘Wipe Out’ Protected Forests
Africa Cocoa Industry Failing on Deforestation Pledge - Campaigners
Land Restoration in Ethiopia: "This Place Was Abandoned...This Is Incredible to Me"
Acroecology Strengthens Farmers' Resilience But Highly Underfunded in Africa
How Is Climate Change Affecting Africa?  
How Africa Will Be Affected By Climate Change
Zai System Overcomes Desertification
South Africa’s First Carbon Farm
How Cape Town Was Saved From Running Out of Water
Getting Sustainability Right With Tony Chocolonely's Six Layer Impact Strategy
Is the Stage Being Set for New Water Wars in Africa?

Meet Allan Savory, the Pioneer of Regenerative Agriculture

'My Land Is Now Owned By Lions:' Maasai Farmers Offer Kenya's Wildlife a Lifeline

 Online Audiovisual Resources 
The Struggle of Ghana’s Cocoa Farmers

Fair Trade in Cocoa from the Ivory Coast

Raising the Bar:  A World Without Slavery in any Chocolate

Why Is Africa Building a Great Green Wall?

Sustainable Farming Practice in Nigeria 

Countdown to Day Zero:  Cape Town’s Water Crisis

How Cape Town’s Residents Are Surviving the Water Crisis – For Now

Africa’s Water War:  Fighting for Survival

REDD + Ghana: Engaging People in Sustainable Forest Management & Bringing Community Benefits

Deforestation: 48 Years of Kenya’s Unspoken Disaster

Challenges of Deforestation in Nigeria

Remembering Wangari Maathai, First African Woman to Win Nobel Prize

Unit 7.  East Asia 

Goals: 
By the end of the 2-week unit on East Asia you should be able to: 
*summarize the main ideas of the “Apple, FoxConn, and China’s New Working Class” reading, by Chan et. al., and discuss the global significance of efforts to improve workers’ rights in China 

*summarize the main ideas of the A Woman’s Place Is in the Office” reading, and discuss the status of women in an Asian country of your choice using Georgetown University’s Women, Peace and Security Index; provide an example of efforts to improve the rights of women in that country 

*provide examples of China’s environmental challenges with respect to air and water pollution, and discuss the Chinese government’s recent efforts to respond to these challenges

*provide a recent example of Asian culture “going global” (e.g., sushi, Japanese anime, K-pop, Korean film), and discuss the impact of such globalization of cultural products impacts both “exporting” and “importing” cultures 

*connect content from the documentary film Plastic China to our discussion of China’s environmental challenges and current government response


Recommended Reading 

“Apple, FoxConn, and China’s New Working Class,” by Chan et. al. 

From Achieving Workers’ Rights in the Global Economy, by Applebaum (ed.) and Lichtenstein (ed.). 

“Introduction: The Rise of Authoritarian Environmentalism,” by Li and Shaprio 

From China Goes Green: Coercive Environmentalism for a Troubled Planet, by Li and Shapiro 

“The Rise of China, and of Labor Protest, in the Reform Era,” by Cynthia Estlund 

From A New Deal for China’s Workers?, by Cynthia Estlund

“Cool Japan: The Lost Decades,” by Jonathan Clements 

From A Brief History of Japan: Samurai, Shogun, and Zen: The Extraordinary Story of the Land of the Rising Sun, by Jonathan Clements 

“A New Anime Century,” by Matt Alt 

From Pure Invention: How Japan’s Pop Culture Conquered the World, by Matt Alt 

“Flavor of the Month: American Ramen and “Cool Japan,” by George Solt 

From The Untold History of Ramen: How Political Crisis in Japan Spawned a Global Food Craze, by George Solt 

“The Power Base of Labor and Environmental Movements,” by Hwa-Jen Liu

From Leverage of the Weak: Labor and Environmental Movements in Taiwan and South Korea, by Hwa-Jen Liu

“Even the Birds and Mice Can Hear You Whisper,” by Yeonmi Park

From In Order to Live: A North Korean Girl’s Journey to Freedom, by Yeonmi Park 

“A Woman’s Place Is in the Office,” by Daniel Tudor 

From Korea: The Impossible Country: South Korea’s Amazing Rise from the Ashes: The Inside Story of an Economic, Political and Cultural Phenomenon, by Daniel Tudor 

“K-Cinema: The Journey from Crap to Cannes,” by Euny Hong

From The Birth of Korean Cool: How One Nation Is Conquering the World Through Pop Culture, by Euny Hong

Recommended Documentaries 

Style Out There

Miso Hungry

Anthony Bourdain: Japan

Walk in Tokyo

Out of Breath

Frontline: North Korea’s Deadly Dictator

A Postcard from Pyongyang: Traveling Through North Korea

Anthony Bourdain: Korea

Up the Yangtze

Last Train Home

The Revolutionary

Frontline: Trump’s Trade War

Frontline: Battle for Hong Kong

Plastic China

One Child Nation

Anthony Bourdain: Sichuan



Online Reading Resources 

The Destructive Life of a Mardi Gras Bead

Apple, FoxConn Broke Chinese Labor Law to Build Latest iPhones

Water: China’s Achilles Heel

In China, the Water You Drink Is as Dangerous as the Air You Breathe

China Is Set to Become the World’s Alterative Energy Superpower, According to New Report

The World’s Energy Order Is Changing – And China Is Set to Reap the Benefits

Interview: Understanding China’s Great Migration

Hukous: Being Illegal in One’s Own Country

China Moves Uyghur Muslims into ‘Forced Labor’ Factories 

Start Here: Your Guide to Getting into K-Pop

How Is Seoul, Korea Transforming into a Smart City?

South Korea’s Farming Culture Points to the Future for Sustainable Agriculture

What Daily Life in North Korea Looks Like 

How Sushi Gets from Japan to San Francisco

Japan Shrinking as Birthrate Falls to Lowest Level in History

The Weird and Wonderful World of Japanese Robots

The World’s First Humanless Warehouse Is Run Only by Robots 

Japanese Anime: From 'Disney of the East' to a Global Industry Worth Billions 

 
Unit 8.  Southeast Asia 

Goals: 

By the end of the 2-week unit on Southeast Asia, you should be able to:  
*summarize the main ideas of the “Crisis in Indian Agriculture” reading, by Sapna E. Thottathil, and provide an example of a current effort at sustainable agriculture in India 
*summarize the main ideas of the “Communist Capitalist playground reading, by Bill Hayton, and provide examples of the author’s contrast between the Vietnamese government’s policy of loosening controls on markets and investment while maintaining strict social control; provide an example of efforts to improve human rights in Vietnam 
*discuss the status of women in a Southeast Asian country of your choice using Georgetown University’s Women, Peace and Security Index; provide examples of efforts to improve the status of women there
*define "fast fashion," and provide examples of its environmental impact, after watching the documentary film River Blue: Can Fashion Save the Planet? 

Recommended Reading: 
"Sweeping with the Broom of Plunder," by William Dalrymple
From The Anarchy: The East India Company, Corporate Violence, and the Pillage of an Empire, by William Dalrymple 
"Crisis in Indian Agriculture," by Sapna E. Thottathil
From India's Organic Farming Revolution: What It Means for Our Global Food System, by Sapna E. Thottathil 
"India and Pakistan," by Tim Marshall
From Prisoners of Geography: 10 Maps that Explain Everything About the World, by Tim Marshall 
"South and Southeast Asia," by Sangita Rayamajhi and Kathleen Nadeau
From Women and Violence: Global Lives in Focus, by Sangita Rayamajhi and Kathleen Nadeau (Eds.) 
"Cities of South Asia: Distinctive Cities," by Dutt et. al. 
From Cities of the World: Regional Patterns and Urban Environments, by Brunn et. al. 
"The Communist Capitalist Playground," by Bill Hayton
From Vietnam: Rising Dragon, by Bill Hayton (use 2020 edition) 
"Postwar," by David Andrew Biggs
From Footprints of War: Militarized Landscapes in Vietnam, by David Andrew Biggs 
"Prologue" and "Improbably Nation," by Elizabeth Pisani
From Indonesia, Etc.: Exploring the Improbably Nation, by Elizabeth Pisani 
Recommended Documentaries 
RiverBlue: Can Fashion Save the Planet?
The True Cost
The Story of India
Mother India
A Suitable Girl
Anthony Bourdain: Punjab, India
From India With Love
Oh Saigon
Green Warriors Indonesia: The World's Most Polluted River
Anthony Bourdain: Indonesia
Online Reading Resources

The Environmental Crisis in Your Closet

Bangladesh Pollution, Told in Colors and Smells

Are Factories in Bangladesh Better After Rana Plaza?  That Depends on Who You Ask

Follow the Things - Clothing

India Has Just 5 Years to Solve Its Water Crisis, Experts Fear

Understanding the Power of the Cow in India

How Sustainable Farming in India Can Secure Its Food for the Future

Borneo Is Burning: How the World's Demand for Palm Oil Is Driving Deforestation in Indonesia

India’s Residency Law in Kashmir Amplifies Demographic Fears

India’s Abuse of Women Is the Biggest Human Rights Violation on Earth

How Women Are Transforming Indonesia

Without Empowering Women from the Lower Castes, Feminism Can’t Survive in India

Cambodia: The Fewer Forests, The More Floods

Vietnam: Why Women Workers Are Struggling to Achieve Their Rights

Online Audiovisual Resources 

India’s Textile Hub Faces Challenge of Preserving Environment

Bangladesh’s Leather Industry Exposes Workers to Toxic Hazards 

Inside India’s Water Crisis: Struggling with Drought and Dry Crops

TedTalk: Women Empowerment in India – Madhavi Shankar

India: Integrated Farming: Sustainable Agriculture Model for Small Farmers

Global Journalist: Indonesia’s Rapid Deforestation

Indonesia’s Palm Oil Industry Is Destroying More than Forests

Indonesia: Bali’s Water Dilemma

Indonesia: Diversity Under Threat

Indonesia: The World’s Most Polluted River

Vietnam: Sustainable Farming for Higher Productivity and a Better Environment 




