Philosophy Paper Assignment
Adapted from Mary-Ann Winkelmes, 2013
Assignment Name: Philosophy Paper Assignment
Purpose:  
Develop and refine a philosophy of teaching for contemporary schools by exploring who you are as a potential teacher (e.g., examining your own agendas and prejudices as they relate teaching and learning) and what dispositions you have for teaching diverse studentsin current Georgia and U.S. school contexts.
Skills:
Identify the major philosophies of education 
Express your own philosophy as it relates to one or more of the major philosophies presented
Explore your beliefs and perspectives regarding your role as teacher
Identify teacher dispositions you have for teaching diversity students in Georgia and the United States 



Knowledge





                                         											Task:
EDUC 2110: Paper
Topic: Your Philosophy of Education
Point Value: 50 points
The paper should be at least 500-800 words in length. Papers should be double-spaced and follow APA guidelines. You are expected to use correct grammar, punctuation and spelling in your paper.  Papers should be submitted to the dropbox on the due date.  Each paper should have a cover page that follows APA style. APA guidelines can be googled.  One good web source for APA is http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/. 
In class, you have studied five philosophies of American Education.  Your paper should explain which of these philosophies is your philosophy.    Be specific, definitive and detailed.  You should explain why you have adopted your philosophy.  You should describe how your philosophy will affect your role as a teacher in the classroom.  Explain the kinds of practices and strategies which will be in your classroom based on your philosophy.   If you turn in a paper describing one of the five philosophies you have not adhered to the topic and points will be deducted.   Remember to stick to the topic, YOUR philosophy of education.  Explain your philosophy in terms of the five we have studied in class.  Your choice of philosophy should coordinate with your personality and your view of your classroom and the kinds of things that you teach children will be doing in your classroom.  The paper should reflect your beliefs about education, curriculum and the classroom.









Grading Criteria: Rubric for Paper
Student’s Philosophy of Education (10 points)
a. Student’s Philosophy is clearly stated and tied to one of the five theories of education.  Details and specific information is given about the student’s philosophy.  Student’s philosophy is well integrated with one of the five philosophies.  Student provides justification for his/her own philosophy as it relates to one of the five philosophies of education: 8-10 points
b. Student’s philosophy is clearly stated and tied to one of the five theories of education.  Student gives some details and information about his/her philosophy.  Some integration is shown with the five philosophies.: 6-7 points
c. Student states philosophy.  Very few details and information are given about his/her philosophy.  Little or no integration is shown with five philosophies: 4-5 points
d. No evidence of a student’s philosophy or it is difficult to determine the student’s philosophy.  No details or information given about his/her philosophy.  0-3 points

I. Student’s reason for choosing a particular philosophy (10 points)
a. The student clearly explains why he/she chose a particular philosophy of education.  There are specific examples and details about how the philosophy is suited to the student’s own beliefs about education.  There are specific examples and details about how the philosophy is suited to the student’s own personality and potential teaching style: 8-10 points
b. The student clearly explains why he/she chose a particular philosophy of education.  There are some examples and details about how the philosophy is suited to the student’s own beliefs about education.  There are some examples and details about how the philosophy is suited to the student’s own personality and potential teaching style: 6-7 points
c. The student explains why he/she chose a particular philosophy of education.  There are very few examples and details about how the philosophy is suited to the student’s own beliefs about education.  There are few examples and details about how the philosophy is suited to the student’s own personality and potential teaching style: 4-5 points
d. No explanation of why the student chose a particular philosophy of education.  There are no examples or details about how the philosophy is suited to the student’s own beliefs about education.  There are no examples and details about how the philosophy is suited to the student’s own personality and potential teaching style: 0-3 points

II. Student’s Philosophy of Education and the Role of the Teacher (10 points)
a. Student explains how his/her philosophy will affect his/her role as a teacher in the classroom.  Specific examples of how the role is defined are evident.  The student’s role as a teacher is consistent with his/her philosophy and with one of the five philosophies of education: 8-10 points
b. Student explains how his/her philosophy will affect his/her role as a teacher in the classroom.  Some examples of how the role is defined are evident. There is some consistency about the student’s role as a teacher with his/her own philosophy of education: 6-7 points
c. Student explains how his/her philosophy will affect his/her role as a teacher in the classroom.  Very few, if any examples of the role is defined are evident.  Very little consistency about the student’s role as a teacher with his/her own philosophy of education is evident: 4-5 points
d. No explanation of how the student’s philosophy will affect his/her role as a teacher in the classroom.  No examples of the role.  No consistency about the student’s role as a teacher in relation to his/her own philosophy of education: 0-3 points.

III. Classroom Practices and Strategies based on the Student’s Philosophy of Education (10 points)
a. The student clearly explains the types of practices and strategies he/she will use in the classroom.  The practices and strategies are described in detail with specific examples.  The practices and strategies are very consistent with the student’s philosophy of education and one of the five philosophies.  The practices and strategies clearly relate to the student’s teacher role as described in the paper: 8-10 points  
b. The student explains the types of practices and strategies he/she will use in the classroom.  The practices and strategies are described with some examples given.  The practices and strategies are consistent with the student’s philosophy of education and one of the five philosophies.  The practices and strategies relate to the student’s teacher role as described in the paper: 6-7 points
c. The student somewhat explains the types of practices and strategies he/she will use in the classroom.  There are few examples given about the practices and strategies.  The practices and strategies are somewhat consistent with the student’s philosophy of education and one of the five philosophies.  The practices and strategies somewhat relate to the student’s teacher role as described in the paper: 4-5 points.
d. The student does not explain the types of practices and strategies he/she will use in the classroom.  There are no examples given about the practices and strategies.  The practices and strategies are consistent with the student’s philosophy of education and one of the five philosophies.  The practices and strategies do not relate to the student’s teacher role as described in the paper: 0-3 points.

IV. Understanding of the philosophies of education (5 points)
a. The student exhibits a clear understanding of the philosophies of education.  There is clear evidence throughout the paper that the student understands the philosophy and its impact on teacher role and the practices and strategies used in the classroom: 4-5 points
b. The student exhibits some understanding of the philosophies of education.  There is some evidence throughout the paper that the student understands the philosophy and its impact on teacher role and the practices and strategies used in the classroom: 3-4 points
c. The student exhibits little or no understanding of the philosophies of education.  There is little or no evidence throughout the paper that the student understand the philosophy and its impact on teacher role and the practices and strategies used in the classroom: 0-2 points

V. Presentation of Paper, Format, Grammar, Spelling (5 Points)
a. The paper is well formatted, following APA style.  There are no grammatical and/or spelling errors.  The paper is very well presented: 4-5 points
b. The paper is formatted with APA with some errors.  There are few grammatical and/or spelling errors.  The presentation of the paper is good: 3-4 points
c. The paper does not follow APA style.  There are numerous grammatical and/or spelling errors.  The presentation of the paper is mediocre: 0-2 points


