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General Information
Date: January 11, 2024
Grant Round: 21
Grant Number: 625
Institution Name(s): Kennesaw State University
Project Lead: Erin Sledd
Team Members: Erin Sledd
Course Name(s) and Course Numbers: American Literature 2130
Semester Project Began: Spring 2021
Final Semester of Implementation: Fall 2023+
Total Number of Students Affected During Project: 116  (I will be teaching this course on a regular basis, between 4-6 sections a year, with 36 students per section).


1. Narrative
The key outcomes of my project are described in more detail toward the end of this narrative. I designed a completely new, online and asynchronous (in both delivery and the approach to the material) American Literature course that is fully accessible, and I also created a new anthology with three overarching themes to unify the course as well as several subcategories and themes.
My transformation project for Grant number 625 Round 21 had two primary goals. One was to create both a fully accessible online American literature course (2130) in Kennesaw State University’s online learning management system, D2L. The other was to remix/reuse readings from previous semesters, select additional new readings, and then publish them in a format and location that would be available not only to my students but also freely available to other educators and students.
In previous semesters, I have taught both American Literature to 1865 and American Literature post 1865. In discussions with my Department Chair, John Havard, I learned that the department had a need for a fully online American Literature course that would span from the beginnings (1600s) to the present day. I have been committed to using OER/low cost materials for all of my courses since 2012, and so I applied for a transformation grant to support the extensive effort that would be required to create this new course and the OER materials needed.
Although the course reading lists and materials I had created previously were a useful starting point, the work I did was more accurately “creation” than “transformation.” In order to compress the course into a comprehensive survey from the beginnings to the present day, I needed to design an entirely new approach to theme and organize the material. This was a significant undertaking.
Without a doubt, I wish that KSU would offer faculty greater support for the type of comprehensive course redesign and course material creation I undertook for this project. Communication from our university grants and research department was often confusing, and my grants manager was changed multiple times. The university was also in the midst of a major overhaul and review of all online courses and course materials, which required an extremely accelerated timeline to meet accessibility and other benchmarks and to have courses vetted and certified. There were multiple changes to the leadership and hierarchy of responsibility in terms of online instructional design and learning at KSU, and the instructional designer included in my grant application left KSU—which is more than understandable under the circumstances. I truly regret the delay in delivering my course and report, but realistically, there was no way that either I or any instructional designer would have had the bandwidth to collaborate and complete this project under these circumstances.
Despite these and other challenges, it has been extremely important to me to not only deliver on my promises to ALG but to also design a high-quality American Literature course and anthology. Besides the internal issues with the university, there were a few other challenges I needed to solve. For instance, in previous semesters, I would include OER versions of our course readings in our online modules in D2L. Frequently I would use InDesign to create PDFs with title pages etc. for each module of reading. With the changes in accessibility and the requirements of the ALG transformation grant, that approach was no longer viable.
The two most significant issues I needed to resolve were the following:
1) Locating a publishing tool that would meet my personal requirement of creating an integrated anthology of literature in a single text that could be accessed digitally or in print format, depending on student preference.

2) Creating a thematic organizational scheme that would unite readings spread across a broad spectrum of genres, subcultures, and time periods.

Once I found Pressbooks and took it for a “test drive,” I began the task of researching and locating readings that were in the public domain and, ideally, in digital format so that I could easily import them into the anthology I was creating. Online OER repositories, such as Project Gutenberg, were indispensable. Because I wanted to include a variety of readings that are traditionally in the literary canon as well as new and marginalized or suppressed voices, I did additional research to find them. As an example, Phillis Wheatley and Equiano Olaudah are commonly included in American Literature anthologies as examples of Black writers during that period. But Equiano Olaudah spent his life primarily in London; I choose to include Benjamin Banneker, a free Black American who was also a astronomer, mathematician, surveyor, and the creator of an almanac; and Prince Hall, the leader of the first African American masonic lodge and an active reformer for educational rights for African Americans.

One of the things I realized as I have taught the transformed course is that it is not really possible for me to get data to evaluate the effect of creating the OER textbook, as I have provided OER material for my students for over ten years now. For the relevant section, I requested the general DFWI rates in General Education Literature from my department chair, who very generously provided that for me. 
What I can evaluate is the creation of the three themes for the textbook and the subthemes for different sections, but this evaluation is limited to my subjective assessment, given that so far I’ve only taught this course for two semesters. I do think, however, based on informal student feedback, that it has been an effective way to unify and connect what can be an overwhelmingly diverse and potentially disjointed subject matter.


A. Describe any materials you created or revised/remixed that will be shared with the public. Include the open license your materials will be shared under—for most materials, this will be an Attribution 4.0 License (CC BY) as required in the Grants Request for Proposals.  

I created a 700+ page, fully OER American Literature anthology with three overarching themes and several subcategories. Because I used the Pressbooks platform, the anthology meets rigorous accessibility standards and allows the inclusion of multimedia, including images, audio, and video. It can be accessed online or downloaded in a PDF optimized for screen or print. All digital formats are optimized for accessibility.
The one drawback is that the anthology cannot be “remixed” in the sense that another educator cannot extract a portion of it to include in a separate resource. However, it can be adopted in the same way as traditional anthologies by the major academic publishers (Heath, Norton). An educator can decide which of the introductory/thematic material and which readings to select and include. 
This American Literature Anthology was created using public domain texts and images. The editorial material, course themes, categories, and category introductions were created by Erin Sledd. This work was funded by Affordable Learning Georgia under their Transformation Grants program. The licensing information below is embedded in the digital/downloadable files and metadata:
“This license enables reusers to distribute, remix, adapt, and build upon the material in any medium or format, so long as attribution is given to the creator. The license allows for commercial use. CC BY includes the following elements: [image: image] BY: credit must be given to the creator.”

2. Quotes

Summer 2023
“I thought the content of this course was interesting, I had a great deal of enjoyment reading various texts and articles dealing with the class . . .  for the most part I enjoyed reading and voicing my opinion on different subject matters throughout this course.”
“. . . readings were very interesting and thought provoking.”
“The content consisted of discussion posts about movies and reading in the course using themes which challenged us to think.”
Fall 2023
I love Professor Sledd. This is one of the best classes I've ever taken at KSU. Prof Sledd is knowledgeable, kind, and understanding. This class has really helped me expand my horizons into the classics.
3. Quantitative and Qualitative Measures
A. Uniform Measurements Questions
The following are uniform questions asked to all grant teams. Please answer these to the best of your knowledge. 
Student Opinion of Materials 
Was the overall student opinion about the materials used in the course positive, neutral, or negative?
Total number of students affected in this project: 116 (as of the end of Fall 2023)
· Positive:	85.7   % of 21   number of respondents
· Neutral:	  .72   % of  21	number of respondents
· Negative:	14.28 % of 21	number of respondents


Student Learning Outcomes and Grades
On attached document
Student Drop/Fail/Withdraw (DFW) Rates
Was the overall comparative impact on Drop/Fail/Withdraw (DFW) rates in the semester(s) of implementation over previous semesters positive, neutral, or negative?
18.10% of students, or 21, out of a total 116 students affected, dropped/failed/withdrew from the course during the two first semesters of implementation. 
I do not have data specific to my course(s) in previous years, but the DFWI rate is well below the Department of English Gen Ed Literature course average for the past several years.
Positive: This is a lower percentage of students with D/F/W than previous semester(s) 

B. Measures Narrative
I am submitting a separate document that includes information on what quantitative material I was able to measure.
4. Sustainability Plan
I plan to publish my textbook on Merlot, to make it part of KSU’s library holdings, and to make it available to other instructor on our GEL resources webpage. I will also be making it visible via Pressbooks online catalog. 
Using Pressbooks has advantages and disadvantages. The advantage is that it is a well-organized and easy to use platform that allows an author to create a text that is independent of the platform, fully web accessible, and can be downloaded. The text can be archived in multiple places and can exist in perpetuity; it can also exist as a print book. The disadvantage is that the only person (under the current single author license) who can alter the textbook is the owner of an active account (me, in this case). Realistically, it would be difficult to “remix” this textbook. However, given the breadth of readings, main themes, and subthemes in the anthology, it is still a very usable OER for other educators who can decide which themes and readings they would like to adopt. This is very much the way literature professors currently use anthologies by the major publishing companies.
My American Literature anthology, (currently) includes over 700 pages of readings, organized to facilitate an asynchronous approach to the subject, with three overarching themes and 10 subcategories. Even without a formal “remixing” of the material, there is plenty for another educator to pull from and reuse/remix. 
There should be sufficient funds left in the grant to cover an additional year’s subscription to Pressbooks, which would allow me to further refine and expand the anthology and the introductions to the various subcategories. I am also considering applying for a “continuous improvement” grant to fund some of the time and effort it will take to expand the range of content in the anthology. 

5. Future Affordable Materials Plans

One of my primary strengths is my ability to creatively and analytically organize courses thematically, with an original approach to the subject matter. For instance, I have organized World Literature courses around metamorphoses and technology, around mythology, and around labyrinth texts. Typically I do extensive reading and research as I prepare a new course, and I put together very customized resources for my students. 
As part of this course design process, I have used primarily OER and low cost materials for over 10 years, and during this time I have created several resources that I would have loved to share with other educators. The primary influence of this project on my thinking is that it required me to find a platform where I could create and share course materials that would reasonably meet both my own and ALG’s goals. Many of the toolkits and platforms I reviewed were simply too disjointed, unwieldy, or had a UIX that I found unsatisfactory on either the instructional design or student (end user) side. In the process of transforming/designing this course, I located a platform that allows me to create and publish an actual textbook, one that can be accessed online, downloaded, and even printed if the student desires: Pressbooks. For me, it is a game changer.
Creating this course, from initial inception through the development of the syllabus, lessons, and assignments, the creation of a full accessible, vetted and certified D2L course has been a tremendous amount of work. The Pressbooks platform has allowed me to create a resource that any educator can adopt, whether they 
As my teaching load allows, I plan to use the Pressbooks platform to create other textbooks/anthologies that will be freely available to my students.   

6. Future Scholarship Plans

In October of 2023, I presented at the “Here’s a Book” panel of the Pacific and Ancient Modern Language Association in Portland, Oregon. In this presentation I shared several ancient and modern alternate book formats, as well as the mission of ALG and my experience creating an OER American Literature anthology on the Pressbooks platform and using other OER resources to locate public domain texts and images for the textbook. The moderator for the panel expressed interest in having me lead a workshop at a future conference.
If funds are available through my university or elsewhere, I would love to share my approach to creating OER materials and the resources I used to publish my own textbooks, either at conferences and workshops here in Georgia or elsewhere. 
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