
CRJU 2700 American Criminal Courts Reading List 

Week No. Module Topic OER Reading Materials 

1 Overview of 
Criminal Courts 

Readings:  Overview of the U.S. Justice System (pp. 6-16);  The Wedding Cake Model of Justice;   Due 
Process and Crime Control;  Sources of Law 
 
Video:  Creation of the Court 
 

2 Federal & State 
Courts  

Readings:  Federal and State Courts pp.18-55;   State & Federal Courts;  Structure of the courts;  Dual 
Court System;  Standards of evidence;   Problem Solving Courts  
 
Video:  The Power of the Supreme Court 
 

3 Prosecutors & 
Defense Counsel 

Readings for Prosecutors:  Prosecution in America pp.1-15;  Prosecution & Defense (Section 
5.2);  Courtroom Players = Prosecutors (Section 7.9);  Prosecutorial Misconduct;  SCOTUS Blog 
(Prosecutorial Immunity);  Prosecutorial Discretion 
 
Readings for Defense Attorneys:  Courtroom Workgroup - Defense Attorneys (Section 7.10);  The Right 
to Counsel;  BJS - Types of Indigent Defense;   Due Process Right in a Criminal Case;   ABA Standards for 
Defense 
 
Video: You Have the Right to Remain Silent 
 
Case Examples:  First Prosecutor Jailed for Brady Violation and Mike Nifong – Duke Lacrosse Case    
 

4 Judges Readings: Courtroom Players: Judges and Court Staff (Section 7.8);  About Federal Judges;  Judicial Ethics 
(pp. 80-89);  Judicial Selection & Diversity in the Judiciary;  ABA Code of Judicial Cannons  
 
Video: Judicial Independence;  The First Woman on the Supreme Court;  Justice for Sale 
 
Case Example:  Errant Judges (Kids for Cash Scandal) 
 

https://florida.theorangegrove.org/og/file/322f5364-8d30-c888-9b4f-5b28442773ae/1/LegalSystem.pdf
https://openoregon.pressbooks.pub/ccj230/chapter/1-10-wedding-cake-model-of-justice/
https://openoregon.pressbooks.pub/ccj230/chapter/1-8-due-process-and-crime-control-model/
https://openoregon.pressbooks.pub/ccj230/chapter/1-8-due-process-and-crime-control-model/
https://open.lib.umn.edu/criminallaw/chapter/1-6-sources-of-law/
https://www.thirteen.org/wnet/supremecourt/
https://florida.theorangegrove.org/og/file/322f5364-8d30-c888-9b4f-5b28442773ae/1/LegalSystem.pdf
https://www.docmckee.com/WP/cj/criminal-justice-an-overview-of-the-system/criminal-justice-section-5-1-state-and-federal-courts/
https://openoregon.pressbooks.pub/ccj230/chapter/7-3-structure-of-the-courts/
https://cnx.org/contents/9jFVRnuf@6/The-Dual-Court-System
https://cnx.org/contents/9jFVRnuf@6/The-Dual-Court-System
https://www.docmckee.com/WP/oer/4th-amendment-cases/section-2-fourth-amendment-cases/standards-of-evidence/
https://www.ncsc.org/Topics/Alternative-Dockets/Problem-Solving-Courts/Home.aspx
https://www.thirteen.org/wnet/supremecourt/
https://www.sunypress.edu/pdf/61690.pdf
https://www.docmckee.com/WP/cj/criminal-justice-an-overview-of-the-system/criminal-justice-section-5-2-the-prosecution-and-defense/
https://www.docmckee.com/WP/cj/criminal-justice-an-overview-of-the-system/criminal-justice-section-5-2-the-prosecution-and-defense/
https://openoregon.pressbooks.pub/ccj230/chapter/7-9-individuals-working-in-the-trial-courts-the-courtroom-workgroup/
https://californiainnocenceproject.org/issues-we-face/prosecutorial-misconduct/
https://www.scotusblog.com/2009/11/how-broad-is-prosecutorial-immunity/
https://www.scotusblog.com/2009/11/how-broad-is-prosecutorial-immunity/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WfnPzgxHfPY
https://openoregon.pressbooks.pub/ccj230/chapter/7-10-courtroom-workgoup/
https://www.justia.com/criminal/procedure/miranda-rights/right-to-public-defender/
https://www.justia.com/criminal/procedure/miranda-rights/right-to-public-defender/
https://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/saids13_sum.pdf
https://lawshelf.com/shortvideoscontentview/due-process-rights-in-criminal-case-the-right-to-counsel
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/criminal_justice/standards/DefenseFunctionFourthEdition/
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/criminal_justice/standards/DefenseFunctionFourthEdition/
You%20have%20the%20right%20to%20remain%20silent
First%20Prosecutor%20Jailed%20for%20Brady%20Violation
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=adE05zki0vc
https://openoregon.pressbooks.pub/ccj230/chapter/7-8-federal-court-oversight-over-state-cases/
https://www.uscourts.gov/judges-judgeships/about-federal-judges
http://aja.ncsc.dni.us/publications/courtrv/cr52-2/CR52-2.pdf
http://aja.ncsc.dni.us/publications/courtrv/cr52-2/CR52-2.pdf
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/uploads/3b9c5e9c-2f86-494e-afa0-4637db5b6b58/answering_20050923.pdf
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/professional_responsibility/publications/model_code_of_judicial_conduct/
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/professional_responsibility/publications/model_code_of_judicial_conduct/
https://judiciallearningcenter.org/judicial-independence/
https://www.justice.gov/usao/justice-101/federal-courts
https://www.pbs.org/video/bill-moyers-the-journal-justice-for-sale/
https://www.democracynow.org/2014/2/4/kids_for_cash_inside_one_of


5 Arrest, Bail & 
Arraignment 

Readings: Pretrial Process (Section 5.3);   Measuring Crime & Victimization (pdf);  Pretrial & the Criminal 
Trial (pdf);   Ways Criminal Charges are Filed;  What Happens at Arraignments?   Common Types of 
Bail;   Injustice of Cash Bail System 
 

6 Plea Bargaining Readings:  BJS Research on Plea Bargaining (pdf);   Pros and Cons of Plea Bargaining;   The Consequences 
of Plea Bargaining 
 
Video:  The Plea 
 

7 Disclosing and 
Suppressing 
Evidence 

Readings: Understanding Discovery;  Discovery-US DOJ;   What is the Brady Rule?    Brady Rule & 
Violations;  The Exclusionary Rule;   Exclusionary Rule Examples;   Search Warrants & 
Exceptions;   Miranda Warning Anniversary 
 
Video: Brady Violations (Vice News) and You have the right to remain silent  
 
Relevant Caselaw:  Brady v. Maryland 
 

8 Jury Trials Readings: Criminal Trial & the Constitution (Ch. 5);  Elements of a Criminal Trial (Section 5.4);   When 
Jury Trial Right Applies;   Burden of Proof & Presumptions (Section 2.4);  Summary of the Rules of 
Evidence;  ABA: Steps in a Trial;  Jury Selection Process (Voir Dire);  The CSI Effect 
 
Videos: Trial by Jury: What's the Big Deal? and NPR Podcast on The CSI Effect (6 mins) 
 

9 Sentencing  Readings: Theories of Punishment (Section 2.5);  Sentencing & Forms of Punishment (Section 
5.5);   Death Penalty Information Center (pdf);   Death Penalty & the Constitution;  Racial Justice & the 
Death Penalty 
 
Video:  Broken on All Sides: Race, Mass Incarceration, and New Visions for CJ 
 
Relevant Caselaw:  Furman v. GA;  Gregg v. Georgia;  Coker v. GA;  Atkins v. VA;  Roper v. Simmons 
 

https://www.docmckee.com/WP/cj/criminal-justice-an-overview-of-the-system/criminal-justice-section-5-3-pretrial-process/
https://us.sagepub.com/sites/default/files/upm-binaries/90114_Chapter_3_An_Introduction_to_Measuring_Crime_and_Crime_Patterns.pdf
https://modesto.instructure.com/courses/10249/files/353067/download?download_frd=1
https://modesto.instructure.com/courses/10249/files/353067/download?download_frd=1
https://criminal.findlaw.com/criminal-procedure/how-are-criminal-charges-brought-against-someone.html
https://www.justice.gov/usao/justice-101/initial-hearing
https://understandingbailbonds.com/different-types-bail/
https://understandingbailbonds.com/different-types-bail/
https://www.thenation.com/article/america-is-waking-up-to-the-injustice-of-cash-bail/
https://www.pbs.org/video/frontline-the-plea/
https://connectusfund.org/15-serious-advantages-and-disadvantages-of-plea-bargaining
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2017/09/innocence-is-irrelevant/534171/
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2017/09/innocence-is-irrelevant/534171/
https://www.pbs.org/video/frontline-the-plea/
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/public_education/resources/law_related_education_network/how_courts_work/discovery/
https://www.justice.gov/usao/justice-101/discovery
https://www.chamberslawfirmca.com/what-is-the-brady-rule/
https://theappeal.org/the-epidemic-of-brady-violations-explained-94a38ad3c800/
https://theappeal.org/the-epidemic-of-brady-violations-explained-94a38ad3c800/
https://www.law.cornell.edu/wex/exclusionary_rule
https://lawshelf.com/courseware/entry/the-exclusionary-rule
http://www.caselaw4cops.net/articles/exceptions.html
http://www.caselaw4cops.net/articles/exceptions.html
https://constitutioncenter.org/blog/the-miranda-warning-is-born-47-years-ago-today
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fYCDr1o6ShY
You%20have%20the%20right%20to%20remain%20silent
https://supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/373/83/
https://florida.theorangegrove.org/og/file/322f5364-8d30-c888-9b4f-5b28442773ae/1/LegalSystem.pdf
https://www.docmckee.com/WP/cj/criminal-justice-an-overview-of-the-system/criminal-justice-section-5-4-the-trial/
https://www.law.cornell.edu/constitution-conan/amendment-6/when-the-jury-trial-guarantee-applies
https://www.law.cornell.edu/constitution-conan/amendment-6/when-the-jury-trial-guarantee-applies
https://open.lib.umn.edu/criminallaw/chapter/2-4-the-burden-of-proof/
https://corporate.findlaw.com/litigation-disputes/summary-of-the-rules-of-evidence.html
https://corporate.findlaw.com/litigation-disputes/summary-of-the-rules-of-evidence.html
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/public_education/resources/law_related_education_network/how_courts_work/steps_in_a_trial2/
http://www.flnd.uscourts.gov/jury-selection-process
https://nij.ojp.gov/topics/articles/csi-effect-does-it-really-exist
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zrNw62hsNpM
https://www.npr.org/2011/02/06/133497696/is-the-csi-effect-influencing-courtrooms
https://www.docmckee.com/WP/cj/criminal-justice-an-overview-of-the-system/criminal-justice-section-2-5-theories-of-punishment/
https://www.docmckee.com/WP/cj/criminal-justice-an-overview-of-the-system/criminal-justice-section-5-5-sentencing/
https://www.docmckee.com/WP/cj/criminal-justice-an-overview-of-the-system/criminal-justice-section-5-5-sentencing/
https://files.deathpenaltyinfo.org/documents/pdf/FactSheet.f1584029388.pdf
https://www.law.cornell.edu/wex/death_penalty
https://www.adl.org/blog/racial-justice-and-the-decline-of-capital-punishment
https://www.adl.org/blog/racial-justice-and-the-decline-of-capital-punishment
https://gsu.kanopy.com/video/broken-all-sides
https://supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/408/238/
https://supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/428/153/
https://supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/433/584/
https://www.law.cornell.edu/supct/html/00-8452.ZD1.html
https://www.law.cornell.edu/supct/html/03-633.ZO.html


10 Appellate Courts Readings:  The Appeals Process (Sections 7.6 - 7.7);   US Courts - Appeals Process;  About the U.S. Courts 
of Appeal;  About the U.S. Supreme Court; Causes of Wrongful Conviction 
 
Video: An Inside Look at Appellate Courts 
 

11 Juvenile Courts Readings:  Ch. 10 Juvenile Courts (Read all sections 10.1 - 10.11);   Youth in the Justice System;   ABA on 
Juvenile Courts 
 
Videos:  Girl Trouble: Teenage Girls and the Juvenile Justice System;   Solving the Youth Crime Problem 
and PBS on Juvenile Justice 
 
Relevant Caselaw: Roper v. Simmons;   In re Winship;  and In re Gault 
 

 

https://openoregon.pressbooks.pub/ccj230/chapter/7-6-appellate-courts-the-appellate-function-and-the-standard-of-review/
https://www.uscourts.gov/about-federal-courts/types-cases/appeals
https://www.uscourts.gov/about-federal-courts/court-role-and-structure/about-us-courts-appeals
https://www.uscourts.gov/about-federal-courts/court-role-and-structure/about-us-courts-appeals
https://www.uscourts.gov/about-federal-courts/educational-resources/about-educational-outreach/activity-resources/about
https://www.law.umich.edu/clinical/innocenceclinic/Pages/wrongfulconvictions.aspx
https://youtu.be/aC6dXDsgwsg
https://openoregon.pressbooks.pub/ccj230/part/13-juvenile-justice/
https://openoregon.pressbooks.pub/ccj230/part/13-juvenile-justice/
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/litigation/committees/childrens-rights/articles/2016/should-juveniles-be-charged-as-adults/
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/litigation/committees/childrens-rights/articles/2016/should-juveniles-be-charged-as-adults/
https://gsu.kanopy.com/video/girl-trouble-0
Solving%20the%20Youth%20Crime%20Problem
PBS%20on%20Juvenile%20Justice
https://capitalpunishmentincontext.org/resources/casesummaries/roper
https://www.oyez.org/cases/1969/778
https://www.oyez.org/cases/1966/116

