[image: ]PSYC 1101 – Introduction to Psychology
Fall 2021 – online

[bookmark: _Hlk533072798]Instructor
Dr. Jessica Traylor, Assistant Professor of Psychology
Office: 104 Honors House; Phone: (678) 603-8523
Email: jtraylor1@gordonstate.edu
Office Hours: Tuesday and Thursday 7:30-9:30 am; Wednesday 2:00-3:30 pm
	Additional virtual and in-person appointments available 
	          	
Welcome
Welcome to Introduction to Psychology! What could be more interesting to learn about than people? During this course you will find that you begin to think like a psychologist. By this I mean that you will start to learn about what makes people think, feel, and behave in the ways that they do. I look forward to getting to know all of you and sharing in this learning process. I am genuinely interested in each of you achieving your personal goals for this class and will help you in whatever way I can. From your instructor (me), you can expect: clear expectations, fairness in evaluations, respectful treatment, and assistance in achieving your goals. In return, I expect from students (you): respectful treatment of your peers and myself, your best effort in all class work, and willingness to ask for help when needed. I truly hope that by the end of the class you will all have a greater understanding of Psychology as well as a keen interest in learning even more about Psychology, just like I did after taking my introduction to psychology class!

Textbook
Good news: we are using a low-cost eBook and adaptive learning program for this class. In order to ensure your success in the course, we are going to be using the Lumen Waymaker learning system within D2L. Access to Lumen Waymaker should cost around $25. You can either purchase an access code from the bookstore or pay for access online. Once you start taking the content quizzes in D2L, you will be prompted to either enter your access code or pay for access. There is no external website link to purchase access, other than paying for an access code on the bookstore website. 

Student Learning Objectives
In terms of specific learning objectives, you should be able to: 
· Describe key concepts, principles, theories, and overarching themes in psychology as an applied science.
· Identify key characteristics of major content domains in psychology (e.g., cognition and learning, developmental, biological, physiological, and sociocultural) in social, historical, and theoretical contexts.
· Demonstrate the ability to apply psychological theory and principles to everyday life.
· Use scientific reasoning to interpret psychological phenomena. Key concepts include hypothesis, inferences, naturalistic observations, operational definitions, interpretations, sampling, population, confirmation bias, correlations, empirical vs. nonempirical, reliability, validity, case study, survey, experiment, and generalizability.
· Demonstrate effective communication skills in different formats (e.g. written reports, oral presentations, group interaction, etc.)
· Summarize, compare, contrast, and draw conclusions from research in psychology.
· Analyze current issues relevant to psychology.
· Synthesize your beliefs, values, and the perspectives of your peers regarding appropriate courses of action to address current issues in psychology.

Grading
Students may view grades and feedback in the Desire2Learn “grades” area.
	Assignment
	Weight

	Weekly Online Quizzes
	30%

	Weekly Online Content Discussions
	35%

	Final Exam: Public Service Announcement
	35%



Weekly Online Quizzes
Students are required to complete weekly quizzes in D2L. Each quiz may be taken two times. The first attempt should be completed early in the week so that you have time to revisit the material you missed. The highest of the two scores will be recorded in the gradebook. If you lose a quiz attempt, email me to see if we can resolve the situation. In certain cases, quizzes will show as “unsubmitted.” In that case, I can add an additional quiz attempt so that you have the best chance to show what you know. Quizzes will close at 11:59 pm on Friday and will not be reopened. 

Weekly Online Content Discussions
Students are required to post an original 250-word discussion in D2L by 11:59 pm on Tuesday each week. Students must post significant 100-word replies to two other students extending or challenging their thoughts by 11:59 pm on Friday each week. Notice that the discussions have two separate due dates each week; the initial post is always due on Tuesday and the follow-up posts are always due on Friday. 

Correct academic grammar and punctuation are expected. Remember that sentences start with capital letters and include a complete thought. Discussion posts that do not demonstrate college-level writing skills will lose points. You do not need to include a reference, but if you do, it must be in APA format. 

Discussion posts must include appropriate vocabulary from the text. For the initial post, include at least two vocabulary terms that are specific to the relevant section of your digital textbook. For each reply post, include at least one vocabulary term that is specific to the relevant section of your digital textbook. To bring attention to these new vocabulary terms, please make them bold in your post. Please note that bolded text in the middle of a paragraph does not comply with APA format; however, that is what we are doing for our discussions. If appropriate, relevant vocabulary terms are not bolded in the discussion post, points will be deducted. 

Beyond using college-level writing skills and applying relevant vocabulary terms, you are also expected to demonstrate critical thinking. You can do this by using logic to analyze the discussion question, thinking deeply about the specific elements required, and synthesizing the course material with your own experiences, beliefs, and values. Once you have a complete understanding of the question, how the course content applies to the question, and what that means in relation to you, then you’re ready to write a well-thought-out discussion post that adds substance to the conversation. 

Initial and reply posts should demonstrate critical thinking and provide a substantive contribution to the discussion. Make sure that your reply posts go beyond surface level comments (good job; I agree; I like that you said ….). Add substance through asking questions, disagreeing respectfully, sharing an alternative interpretation of the facts/issue, or offering additional evidence to continue the conversation. Remember that this is an academic discussion. It is not social media, nor is it a participation grade. 

	Initial Discussion Post
	Reply #1
	Reply #2

	Due by Tuesday night
	Due by Friday night
	Due by Friday night

	250 words
	100 words
	100 words

	2 vocabulary terms
	1 vocabulary term
	1 vocabulary term

	College-level writing skills; Critical thinking; Substantive contribution



All discussions are open from the beginning of the semester; however, they will close and lock at midnight on the Friday they are due. Discussions will not be reopened. 

Final Exam: Public Service Announcement
You will select an issue or problem that is relevant to psychology and/or human services, research the prevalence of that issue, and create a public service announcement. Once you have done the research, you will create a summary poster and 5- to 7-minute video presentation. The summary poster/infographic can be created using PPT or another graphic design program. Examples can be found here: (https://libguides.ccga.edu/2020Symposium/presentations). The poster will be uploaded to the assignment box in D2L and used during the video presentation. After recording the video, it should be uploaded to YouTube or another video hosting website. You will then post a video link with your poster submission in the D2L discussion. Please include the following information in the poster and presentation video:
· Summary of the issue or problem – include relevant data
· Description of the causes of the issue or problem
· Description of relevant course theories/concepts with examples
· Suggestions for individual and collective action, based on research and theories from the course

Communication 
I will respond to student email messages within 24-48 hours. I will check e-mail messages at least once daily, Monday through Friday.  Please remember to email me using your College email account. I will not respond to personal email accounts or email sent through D2L. 

[bookmark: _Hlk15919750]Due Dates & Late Work
Given that you have plenty of time to complete the assignments, late work will not be accepted without penalty. Make sure that you plan your time accordingly. Do not wait until the last minute to login to begin your work. You will lose 10% each day the assignment is overdue. This applies to the initial discussion post as well as any assignments submitted to the Assignments boxes in D2L. Remember that quizzes and discussions cannot be submitted past the due date. 

Photo and Video Policy
Where your performance is especially interesting or outstanding, I often show off your work in several ways. I sometimes use the pictures and videos as examples of excellent work for my other classes, both present and future. I sometimes use the pictures and videos as examples in presentations I give of my classroom strategies. I sometimes post especially noteworthy pictures and videos on my social media. I will never post a picture or video which would embarrass you or put you in a bad light. However, if you do not want me to use photos or videos of you or your work for any or all of these purposes, then please inform me in writing, ensuring that you receive a written acknowledgement from me. 

GSC Required Syllabus Statements:  https://www.gordonstate.edu/documents/departments/academic-affairs/resources/syllabus-statements-required-and-optional---august-20211.pdf 
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