Affordable Learning Georgia Affordable Materials Grants
Transformation Grants Final Report
(or Textbook Transformation Grants, if R17 or earlier)
Once you have completed this template, to submit your Final Report, go to the Final Report submission form. 
The final report submission form allows you to submit the following: 
· This completed narrative document (required) 
· Syllabus or syllabi (required)
If multiple files, compress into one .zip folder 
· Qualitative/Quantitative Measures data files (optional, as needed) 
If multiple files, compress into one .zip folder
· Photo of your team or a class of your students for future ALG promotions (optional)
· Invoice for the second half of the grant’s award amount (optional) 
Follow the instructions on the webpage for uploading your documents. Based on receipt of this report, ALG will process the final payment for your grant.  ALG will follow up in the future with post-project grantee surveys and may also request your participation in a publication, presentation, or other event. 
General Information
Date: 10. 19. 2022
Grant Round: Transformation Grant
Grant Number: 39G2949
Institution Name(s): Georgia Southern University
Project Lead: Dr. Nalanda Roy
Team Members (Name, Title, Department, Institutions if different, and email address for each):
	Nalanda Roy
Associate Professor of Political Science and International Studies; Coordinator: Asian Studies Minor
	nroy@georgiasouthern.edu

	Vivian Bynoe
Head, Reference & Instruction 
Lane Library
Georgia Southern University, Armstrong Campus 

	vbynoe@georgiasouthern.edu



Course Name(s) and Course Numbers: Human Rights in Asia; POLS 4031
Semester Project Began:  2022
Final Semester of Implementation: 2023
Total Number of Students Affected During Project: 40
1. Narrative
A. Describe the key outcomes, whether positive, negative, or interesting, of your project.  Include:
· Summary of your transformation experience, including challenges and accomplishments
· Transformative impacts on your instruction
· Transformative impacts on your students and their performance
B. Describe lessons learned, including any things you would do differently next time.  
C. Describe any materials you created or revised/remixed that will be shared with the public. Include the open license your materials will be shared under—for most materials, this will be an Attribution 4.0 License (CC BY) as required in the Grants Request for Proposals.   

Nalanda Roy presented at the 2022 Open Education Southern Symposium. Please view the link to the presentation. https://youtu.be/7NahZVms4i0
Session Type:
Lightning Talk
Primary Target Audience:
Intermediate
Tracks:
Students in OER; Inclusion and Diversity in open education; OER in community
Proposal Title:
Integrating Research into Coursework: Creating Opportunities for Students’ Success
Presenter(s): Roy Nalanda 
Proposal Social Media Summary:
Utilizing no-cost and open educational resources (OER) will allow students to accomplish their goals without facing added financial burden and hardships. 
Proposal Abstract:
The burden course materials can place on students are huge, and the project Integrating Research into Coursework: Creating Opportunities for Students; Success aims to reduce financial burdens and establish an inclusive opportunity for students. Utilizing no-cost and open educational resources (OER) will allow students to accomplish their goals without facing added financial burdens and hardships. With the incorporation of no-cost and OER resources accessible through the Library guide, all students would be granted the opportunity to be adequately prepared at the onset of the semester to successfully complete the course and graduate. The project will advance an equitable, diverse, and inclusive college community in support of educating our diverse student body for global citizenship. Providing access to no-cost and OER materials will allow us to support these aspects even more and provide materials students can relate to on a much more personal level. The project was a part of the USG Transformation Grant where the goals are to: 

- eliminate the financial textbook burden for students and establish an inclusive opportunity for them regardless of their ability to purchase a textbook.

- develop a Library guide with no-cost and OER course materials that align with the course curriculum to reflect current events in Asian countries, as well as expand the coverage in the course to better reflect the importance of the issue of human rights in Asia, which the current textbook does not do. 

- partner with the Library Liaison and the OER Librarian to curate the Library guide and locate no-cost and OER resources, and ensure appropriate curriculum alignment with student learning objectives in the course.

Vivian Bynoe attended the American Library Association Conference and learned about OER initiatives from several libraries. A session entitled, Community building through Open Educational Practices presented by librarians at Townsend University and The University of Baltimore highlighted how they published OER textbook materials for information literacy instruction. The presenters also gave attendees a framework from which to work so they can create their own OER materials to meet their own needs. They provided an extensive list of resources readily available on their libguide. It was interesting to note how they extend their OER projects outside of academia to the broader community. 
Their objectives for the session were for librarians be able to: 
· apply or understand the principles of open pedagogy as it applies to instructional design.
· understand holistic approach to information literacy as high impact practice.
· brainstorm collaboration with community partner(s) to share expertise with learners in information literacy educational space.
Another session entitled: Open Inclusive Pedagogy: Strategic Collaborations for Integrating Distinctive Collections into the Curriculum by librarians from The University of South Florida, discussed outcomes of the USF Libraries’ Collections in the Curriculum Task Force, a cross-unit, cross-campus library committee. Their goal was to identify opportunities to provide broader access to research collections. They focused on inclusive pedagogy in this effort which is a foundation for OER work. “The collaborative focus on climate advocacy in the classroom offered new opportunities to expand its impact through an initiative to create open educational resources that that will be available through regional partners.” The learning objectives for this session were for librarians to:
· Identify and address challenges of selecting special collections materials for the classroom, with an emphasis on diversity, inclusion, and science-based archival and digital objects.
· Identify preliminary activities that may apply to their own institutions, including a process for conducting internal audit of faculty-librarian collaborations utilizing special collections.
· Apply collaborative methods for establishing sustainable, inclusive campus-wide partnerships that position special collections’ resources at the forefront of teaching and research.

Through these presentations I learned how to expand OER efforts outside of what I am currently doing. 

The Georgia Southern University library is using the following library guide for this course as a model to encourage faculties to take up this initiative. https://georgiasouthern.libguides.com/POLS4031

The Transformative impacts on my instruction as well as on the students and their performance was positive. The opportunity provided me the option to even brainstorm and launch An Integral History: Asian Studies Digital Archive for the Georgia Southern University community. This collaboration showcases the wealth of Asian Studies research, which provides a curated collection of multi-disciplinary resources in support of the Asian American and Pacific Islander community. Contributions are curated from Digital Commons, the University’s open-access institutional repository, and highlight Georgia Southern’s scholarly and cultural assets related to the Asian Studies minor. The collection represents  faculty and student research, community resources, and campus events. It includes books, photos, videos, theses and dissertations, articles, flyers, and more.  https://digitalcommons.georgiasouthern.edu/asian-studies/
Please see the news link: https://news.georgiasouthern.edu/2022/05/19/georgia-southern-launches-asian-studies-digital-collection-celebrates-asian-american-and-pacific-islander-heritage-month-in-may/

2. Quotes
Provide three quotes from students evaluating their experience with the no-cost learning materials.
I would love to take this course in the future with this instructor because I really enjoyed the course and I learned a lot of new things. Also, all of the course content was easy to find.

I really enjoyed the (OER) course content. I thought that it was varied enough to earn the general topic of “Human Rights in Asia” and didn’t focus too much on one area of the continent. Although some of the content was very distressing to read about, it was important to experience that distress and made me want to learn more about the topics.

The course content was a great mixture of different sources that enriched the learning topic and brought in varying ideas on the topic. I loved the use of Ted Talks and other videos that were more interesting than just reading a lot of information. It was a great balance of both.

3. Quantitative and Qualitative Measures
A. Uniform Measurements Questions
The following are uniform questions asked to all grant teams. Please answer these to the best of your knowledge. 
Student Opinion of Materials 
Was the overall student opinion about the materials used in the course positive, neutral, or negative?
Total number of students affected in this project: __40________
· Positive:	___100____ % of ___8_____ number of respondents
· Neutral:	_______ % of ________ number of respondents
· Negative:	_______ % of ________ number of respondents

Student Learning Outcomes and Grades
Was the overall comparative impact on student performance in terms of learning outcomes and grades in the semester(s) of implementation over previous semesters positive, neutral, or negative?
Student outcomes should be described in detail in Section 3b.       
Choose One:  
· _X__ Positive: Higher performance outcomes measured over previous semester(s)
· ___ Neutral: Same performance outcomes over previous semester(s)
· ___ Negative: Lower performance outcomes over previous semester(s) 
Student Drop/Fail/Withdraw (DFW) Rates
Was the overall comparative impact on Drop/Fail/Withdraw (DFW) rates in the semester(s) of implementation over previous semesters positive, neutral, or negative?
Depending on what you and your institution can measure, this may also be known as a drop/failure rate or a withdraw/failure rate.
_______% of students, out of a total _______ students affected, dropped/failed/withdrew from the course in the final semester of implementation. 
Choose One:  
· _X__ Positive: This is a lower percentage of students with D/F/W than previous semester(s)
· ___ Neutral: This is the same percentage of students with D/F/W than previous semester(s)
· ___ Negative: This is a higher percentage of students with D/F/W than previous semester(s)
B. Measures Narrative
In this section, summarize the supporting impact data that you are submitting, including all quantitative and qualitative measures of impact on student success and experience. Include all measures as described in your proposal, along with any measures developed after the proposal submission.  
[When submitting your final report, as noted above, you will also need to provide the separate file (or .zip with multiple files) of supporting data on the impact of your Textbook Transformation, such as surveys, analyzed data collected, etc.]
· Include measures such as:
· Drop, fail, withdraw (DFW) delta rates
· Course retention and completion rates
· Average GPA
· Pre-and post-transformation DFW comparison
· Student success in learning objectives
· Surveys, interviews, and other qualitative measures 
· Indicate any co-factors that might have influenced the outcomes.  
We administered a survey at the beginning of the course, midway through, and at the end of the course assessing students attitudes towards no-cost or low-cost course materials. They are attached in the following Google Drive links. 
Introductory course survey (results)​ 44 students responded
Q1 - Do you typically purchase course materials (textbooks, software, others) assigned for your courses?
[image: Picture 0]
Q2 - How frequently do you use read textbooks assigned to you in your courses?
[image: Picture 1]


Q3 - How do you currently shop for course materials? (textbooks, software etc..)
[image: Picture 2]
How much out-of-pocket expense (costs not covered by financial aid) did your course materials (textbooks, handbooks, guides, course packets, and other print and digital learning materials) cost you last semester?
	300

	NOT

	$200

	100

	$500

	100

	100

	350

	$300

	alot

	0

	0

	None. Found the pdf's online

	200

	0

	0

	too much money

	200$

	600

	$200

	$150

	$210

	$100

	180

	200.

	I am not sure how much it cost me.

	$200

	$300

	500

	$100

	$40.00

	Around $300

	$200

	300

	Last semester - $100, this semester so far - $216

	500

	100

	200

	800


Q5 - What measures have you taken to reduce your course material costs? (Check all that apply)
[image: Picture 3]
Q6 - (OER) Open Educational Resources are (the course materials, modules, videos, assignments, documentaries, Ted Talks, and any other materials) that are available to you at no cost. These resources provide course learning support in place of a purchased textbook. Have you taken a course at Georgia Southern University that uses OER instead of a textbook or other materials that you had to purchase?
[image: Picture 4]
Post mid term survey (results) 7 students responded
Q1 - How satisfied are you with the course materials so far?
[image: Picture 0]
Q2 - What are your expectations from this course?
	

	To learn about human rights issues in the Asian region

	To Learn about the current rights situation in Asia

	To learn more about human rights and issues throughout Asia as well as have a better understanding of how the government is contributing or aiding in the issues throughout Asia.

	to be sattisfied











Q3 - Are you capable of locating, evaluating, and using the information in this course?
[image: Picture 1]
Q4 - What are the two specific things about the course and the instructor that specifically helped to support student learning?
	Links to videos and articles pertaining to the topic

	All the supplemental videos and articles

	Firstly, I think that the usage of videos in this course was very helpful as it brought the topics in the course to life. It is easy to read about issues but to actually see proof of it and show pictures brings more awareness. Secondly, the availability of the instructor was extremely helpful towards student learning. The instructor is always assuring us that they are able to help us and it is shown through their actions and quick replies through emails.

	offers extra credit and has assigned days to turn things in.

	many resources




Q5 - Is there anything else you would like to see in this course?
	quizzes actually on folio instead of submitting a word document with the answers to a drop box.

	It’s great as is

	I think it would be more helpful for the students to take in the information of the course if there was not so much reading materials. It was sometimes overwhelming how many things we had to read. I understand that it was important to the lessons, I just wish there was a better method for us to obtain the information.

	No, great teacher.

	more ogrnaizational structure




End of course survey (results)​ 8 Students Responded
Q1 - I heard about Open Educational Resources before taking this course.
[image: Picture 0]
Q2 - Which course material do you prefer? A no-cost library guide or a traditional textbook.
[image: Picture 1]
 Q3 - The information resources in the course (library guide, readings, videos...) have nurtured my thinking.
[image: Picture 2]
Q4 - Are no cost course materials such as library guides beneficial to you?
[image: Picture 3]
Q5 - What aspect of this course motivated you to learn?

[image: Picture 4]
Q6 - How much time every week did you spend on homework in this course?

[image: Picture 5]
Q7 - Overall, I had a good experience in this course.

[image: Picture 6]

4. Sustainability Plan
Describe how your project team or department will offer the materials in the course(s) in the future, including the maintenance and updating of course materials. 
As the PI, I am looking forward to update and modify the course content with the help of my fellow partner, Ms. Bynoe. We will continue to develop and add new OER content. In my department, there are faculties with similar area of expertise who can teach the course. I am also planning to team teach the course in the future. The maintenance and updating of course materials will be done by Ms. Bynoe and myself based on the requirements. The guide can be adapted for use by other librarians for use in other courses in the political science program. Faculty at other institutions who wish to have the guide adapted can partner with their librarians who can adjust the libguide for their needs. 
5. Future Affordable Materials Plans
Describe any impacts or influences this project has had on your thinking about or selection of learning materials in this and other courses that you will teach in the future.
This project provided students enrolled in the course with an opportunity to be successful while eliminating the cost of course materials. With the incorporation of no-cost and OER resources accessible through a Library guide, all students were granted the opportunity to be adequately prepared at the onset of the semester to successfully complete the course. This project gave me the opportunity to advance an equitable, diverse, and inclusive college community in support of educating our diverse student body for global citizenship. Providing access to no-cost and OER materials allowed me to support these aspects even more and provide materials students can relate to on a much more personal level, etc. I am extremely happy to be a part of this wonderful initiative undertaken by the USG.

6. Future Scholarship Plans
Describe any planned or actual papers, presentations, publications, or other professional activities that you expect to produce that reflect your work on this project.
I have already presented my research at the OER conference. I am sharing the link to my presentation. I was also fortunate to travel to the NEFEC Leadership summit in Florida where I have engaged with other educators and learned more about the opportunity to brainstorm and share ideas on various topics of education and networking of best practices. I have also learned about STEM initiatives and highlight an Artificial Intelligence industry partnership. 
7. Description of Photograph (optional) 
This is where a team can list the names of the people shown in this separately uploaded photograph, along with their roles, if applicable. 
Shown below is the libguide that was used in the course with Dr. Nalanda Roy, the principal investigator’s profile and Vivian Bynoe, the co-investigator’s profile. 
[image: Graphical user interface, website

Description automatically generated]
https://georgiasouthern.libguides.com/POLS4031 
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This library guide will be used in your course to provide resources for your work in POLS 4031, Human Rights. This is your go-to site for your course
readings, videos, leaming objectives, and course assessments. Without prior arrangement and permission, any unauthorized sharing of recorded materials
is prohibited. This class draws upon case studies from India, Cambodia, China, Bangladesh, Myanmar, Thailand, Indonesia and elsewhere
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