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English 2110: World Literature
LESSONS LEARNED IN LIFE AND LITERATURE
Kennesaw State University
FALL 2019

Dr. Kristin Rajan, Lecturer in English
Email through D2L preferred or krajan@kennesaw.edu
Office EB 109, Phone: 470-578-3419
English Department Phone: 470-578-5297 
Office Hours: T/R,12:30-1:45, and by appointment
ITS: 470-578-3555 and studenthelpdesk@kennesaw.edu 

Section: 
2110/52 14044 T/R 2:00-3:15 EB 102

Prerequisite: 
English 1102 with a C or better

ONLINE LINKS FOR ALL WORKS

Catalogue Description: 
The course is a survey of world literature that explores human experience by examining diverse aesthetic and cultural perspectives from ancient to modern times. 

Our Course:

“That is part of the beauty of all literature. You discover that your longings are universal longings, that you're not lonely and isolated from anyone. You belong.” 
― F. Scott Fitzgerald

“The answers you get from literature depend on the questions you pose.”
—Margaret Atwood

“The unexamined life is not worth living.”
—Socrates

Here We Go!

As we delve into various genres (types) of literature—fiction, drama, film, essays, poetry—from various time periods (ancient to now) from a vast array cultures, we will be asking these questions: What can I learn from this? How do these themes apply to my life today? What defines identity? How can I learn about my self from these literary reflections on selfhood?

In order to answer these questions, we must engage completely in the work. Reading, interacting with the art actively and critically requires full and complete concentration. This is the time for total immersion in the artistic world, bringing in experiences, background, and the deepest self  in order to make connections and discover interpretations reflective of life experience.

We will learn techniques for analyzing, interpreting, and evaluating literature, all the critical terms that will give us the language to articulate valid views in class as well as in in papers and exams. Everyone has a valuable contribution to share. We will also learn a bit of the background that inspired the works. But ultimately, we will look at each piece as a world unto itself, and as we bring our personal perspectives to this world, we will enrich our own reading and the class as a whole. These unique interpretations with the support from the literature to back them are what will make our class what it is. This class is a conversation of your interpretations, the knowledge you have to share with others, and the lessons you learn from the works and others’ interpretations of these works. 

This class is anchored in discussion, conversation, engagement. I will find all sorts of graded ways to foster participation and engagement because that will ultimately make the entire experience more rewarding for all of us. Obviously, a crucial component to this class is reading, attending class, and participating. If you’re looking for a more anonymous experience in literature, this is not the class for you. It is crucial to come to class prepared. 

Not attending class, not reading the material, not applying yourself to every activity we do will make this experience miserable. Carving out the time to read with active full attention, bringing your life experience and unique perspective into your work, and sharing yourself and your interpretations with the class will make this stimulating, valuable, and downright joyful. So let’s go in that direction, shall we?

Commit to engaging in the class and the entire class will benefit from this experience. 

Milton: The mind is its own place and in itself can make a heaven of hell, a hell of heaven.

Objectives:

· Recognize distinctive interpretations of experience offered by writers from many cultures and time periods and find their applicability to today’s experience. 
· Understand how literature functions within societies at different times and places, including now. 
· Identify a range of genres, texts, authors, and literary and social movements.
· Cultivate an appreciation for the diversity and for the value in literature. Discover your personal connection to literature.
· Demonstrate your connection through creative  presentations about literary texts, developing confidence in sharing your unique perspective and interpretation.

Recipe for a Successful Course:

· Time Management: Get the work done and on time. Use your smart phone calendar and stick to it.
· Engagement: Get involved in the work; bring yourself into everything you do. Don’t go through anything half-heartedly. Become an integral part of this class.
· Openness: Be open to all and listen with your entire being.
· Communication: Communicate with me if you’re confused or unhappy; communicate in the class to share yourself and so that we all know each other. 

I assure you, I put all I have into every course I teach, but none of that matters if you do not do your part. This course is an extension of the effort you put into it. I count on all of you to make it a powerful, possibly even transformative, experience. 

Course Requirement and Guidelines

25% Class participation: weekly online assignments, quizzes, discussions boards, engagement
25% Midterm
25% Final
25% Group Presentation to the class

KSU Grading Scale: 

The scale is as follows: 100 – 90 = A; 89 – 80 = B; 79 – 70 = C; 69 – 60 = D; 59 and below is a failing grade. 

There will be separate handouts posted on D2L for each of these assignments. Presentations cannot be made up. All assignments are deducted 5% for each class day late. No assignments are accepted one week after the due date. 

Grades (I will also post a sheet on D2L about this)

A 	90-100
B 	80-89
C	70-79
D	60-69
F	Below 69

A’s:  A work shows engagement, thought, sincere interest, an attempt to learn and excel. This student not only aces quizzes, but also makes thought-provoking and thoughtful comments that contribute to the class and cause the class as a whole to dig deep. The A student works hard to determine how to help fellow classmates and brings his/her passion to the classroom  and presentations, contributing to the class as a whole.

B’s: B work shows above average preparation on assignments; offers thoughtful comments in class. This student enriches a classroom with individuality and sincere interest. This student is does good work, but he/she doesn’t dig as deeply into topics and issues. 

C’s: C work is average, meets the requirements, does what he/she has to do without going above and beyond. This student does ok on quizzes and jumps through the hoops on presentations. This student does what is asked but doesn’t bring him/herself into the each assignment. This student doesn’t tend to think outside the box and doesn’t strive to make a connection to the work. 

D’s:  D work doesn’t meet the assignment requirements. This student doesn’t particularly care about the topic or the class, doesn’t prepare for classroom discussion or quizzes, doesn’t listen in class or contribute to discussions. Group presentation lacks focus and development. This student slows progress for the class as a whole and is not taking advantage of his/her potential.
						
F’s: F work is insufficient, no work or energy invested in assignments or discussions, not present. This student has lost his/her way. Assignments are missing, incomplete, or insufficient in some way. 

I will strive to have all assignments graded by 2 weeks after submission.

Online Policies
	
UITS Support: 

If you are unable to log onto D2L, unable to attach a file, unable to make a post, unsure how to make an attachment, or have any other technical, computer-related problem, you will need to contact UITS as soon as possible. It is your responsibility to complete your assignments on time; this means that you will need to be proactive and contact UITS to resolve technical issues. You should not expect or wait on me or classmates to solve technical problems. You are welcome to ask advice or share a problem with the class, but you should also be in contact with UITS to resolve that problem. You can reach UITS by calling 770-499-3555 or emailing studenthelpdesk@kennesaw.edu.

Brightspace/Desire2Learn (D2L): 

Our class “platform” is called Brightspace/Desire2Learn. For this class, D2L is the place where text links, handouts, syllabus, assignments, resources, announcements are all posted. You may also use this site to ask the class or me questions. The ITS department at KSU has provided resources to assist you in learning to use D2L.

Plagiarism

Plagiarism is the intentional or unintentional representation of another person's ideas, writing, or images as one's own, including materials found online, from another student or another class.  

Every KSU student is responsible for upholding the provisions of the Student Code of Conduct, as published in the Undergraduate and Graduate Catalogs. Section II of the Student Code of Conduct addresses the University’s policy on academic honesty, including provisions regarding plagiarism and cheating, unauthorized access to University materials, misrepresentation/falsification of University records or academic work, malicious removal, retention, or destruction of library materials, malicious/intentional misuse of computer facilities and/or services, and misuse of student identification cards.

Incidents of alleged academic misconduct will be handled through the established procedures of the University Judiciary Program, which includes either an “informal” resolution by a faculty member, resulting in a grade adjustment of zero for that particular assignment for the first offense, or a formal hearing procedure, which may subject a student to the Code of Conduct’s minimum on semester suspension requirement. 

Plagiarism and Academic Integrity: 

Part of your work and responsibility as a scholar is that you accept the rules and ethics of writing and documenting your outside sources. In addition to downloading a paper off of the Internet or getting someone to write one for you, plagiarism is:
· Verbatim copying without proper acknowledgement—whether you copy a phrase, a sentence, a paragraph, or a whole paper, the source material must be introduced, in quotation marks, and documented.
· Paraphrasing without proper acknowledgement—reworded source material must be introduced and documented; again, the length of the paraphrased material doesn’t matter—you still have to cite it! 
· Failing to acknowledge sources—any time you use sources, you need to identify the source material both within the essay and on a works cited page. • Use of other's ideas without acknowledgement. When you submit work, your reputation as a writer is at stake. Do not risk a grade on a project or in the course by either deliberately or accidentally plagiarizing. Every KSU student is expected to uphold the Student Code of Conduct, as published in the Undergraduate and Graduate Catalogs. See especially Section 11 on academic integrity.

KSU Codes of Conduct

Writing Center

Students of all writing abilities will benefit from the KSU Writing Center, a free service for the entire KSU community. Work one-on-one with an experienced, friendly peer writing assistant to improve any kind of writing in any subject while developing effective, lasting strategies for topic development, research, revision, editing, source documentation, and much more. Appointments and drop-ins are welcome on both campuses (K-English 242 and M-Johnson 121), and online appointments are also available. For hours, scheduling, and information on KSU Writing Center resources, clubs, and events, Writing Center.

Attendance Policy and Preparation

It’s important to come to class and participate as well as complete all assignments, online and in the classroom. Quizzes, discussion boards, and our dynamic classroom discussions cannot be made up. You’re missing more than just grades when you don’t come to class, come late, or don’t participate. Your part of the contract is to come to the class you’ve signed up for, pretty simple. If you’re ill or there’s an emergency, always check our class’s website. All out of class assignments will be posted on D2L; check the site often. You must submit assignments when they are due. Some in-class assignments cannot be duplicated outside of class. 

New Enrollment Status Statement 

Students are solely responsible for managing their enrollment status in a course; nonattendance does not constitute a withdrawal.

Always come to class prepared, i.e. having read the material. Keep up with the online work because not only will this not be accepted late, but each lesson builds upon the following lesson. Failure to keep up will DEFINITELY affect your grade.

Only use electronics for class work. I assure you, you will get more out of the class if you do. 

News of official school closings will be posted on the D2L website. Unless you see that school is closed, come to class.

Assignment Due Dates

Please submit assignments in D2L on the day they are due, usually Sunday night at 11:30 pm. Assignments will be deducted a half letter grade for each day late, including weekends, and will not be accepted a week after the due date. (I can’t say this enough.)

Disability Statement

Kennesaw State University provides program accessibility and reasonable accommodations for persons defined as disabled under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act. Kennesaw State University's Student Disability Services can be accessed at Student Disability Services.

Technology Requirements

You will need a computer with a sound card, and you will need dependable/reliable
Internet access.

At this point in time you cannot successfully access all course information with just an
iPad or iPhone. You should plan to have a computer (Mac or PC) with which to do your
work.

You will need to be able to export all documents to a PDF or Word.  You can download a free clone version of MS Office at Open Office

You may also need PowerPoint, iTunes, and Flash.. iTunes is available for free at iTunes. Adobe Flash Player and Adobe Reader are both available free from Adobe.

You will need basic computer skills. Can you find a web site if you are given a web address? Can you send and receive an email? Can you attach files and open attachments? If you can, then you will probably have few problems with the technology in this course. You will also need regular access to a computer and Internet service. You can use the labs on campus if you bring a set of headphones. Right now, write down two backup places that you will go to if your preferred internet access fails. For example, if find your home access won't work, where will you  go? In other words, if your internet fails, it may severely hinder your progress in this class. 

SOFTWARE ACCESSIBILITY STATEMENTS 
(These may be helpful for presentations as well)

D2L Accessibility
VoiceThread Accessibility
MediaSpace Accessibility
SoftChalk Accessibility

STUDENT SERVICES
KSU provides a variety of services to foster and support student success in person and Online. To learn more, click here:
Student Success
AND HERE
Student Resources

SOFTWARE PRIVACY STATEMENTS
D2L Privacy 
Voicethread Privacy 
MediaSpace Privacy 
Softchalk Privacy 
PBWorks Privacy

Final Thoughts

This course is full of potential for enlightenment, growth, friendship, self-exploration, evolution, and laughter. I’m going to do all I can to make it a valuable, memorable experience for all of us. It’s important that you rise to the challenge and do the same. Stay in communication with me about any concerns and ideas you have. I am always open to ways to make this course more rewarding for you. You will reap what you sow, so let’s do some sowing.

LOTS of helpful links:

STUDENT RESOURCES

Academic Honesty/Integrity Statement
Academic Support Services
Adult Learner Center
Career Services
Center for Health Promotion and Wellness
Center for Student Leadership
Confidentiality and Privacy
Counseling and Psychological Services
Course Accessibility Statement
Disruption of Campus Life Policy 
ESL Study and Tutoring 
Ethics Statement 
First-Year Composition 
International Student Center 
Library
Minority Student Retention 
Sexual Harassment Statement 
Student Disability Services 
Student Health Services 
Student Rights Statement 
Student Technology Services (Help Line: 770-499-3555)
Study Abroad 
The Writing Center 
Veteran Support Site 
Volunteer KSU 
Veterans Resource Office 
[bookmark: _GoBack]LiveSafe App 

