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Your name:							

Policies:
· Submissions made through a means other than the D2L Assignment Folder will be ignored and earn a 0.
· Submissions without your name stated above earn a 0.
· Submissions with the original questions and/or formatting removed from the file earn a 0.
· Submissions without adequate references or acknowledgements will earn a discounted grade, potentially a 0.
· Submissions that I can not open or require a password will earn a 0.
· Second chances might be requested at any time through D2L email, and are awarded at the sole discretion of the instructor.

Success in This Course

Being successful in this course requires you to read the syllabus, understand its goals and requirements and plan to work accordingly.  Once you plan your work, you need to implement the plan and keep up.  You also need to follow best professional practices in achieving your goals.  This exercise intends to aid you in being successful in this course and do so in a professional manner.

Readings for this assignment:
· Course Syllabus (LM0)
· Class Schedule Spreadsheet (LM0)
· The D2L Course Resources and Structure
· Classlist (D2L)
· Course Textbook (Learning Modules) – Just skim the learning modules that contain the textbook for this assignment
· Communication Guidelines (LM0)
· Rich Halstead-Nussloch’s Policy on Plagiarism (Start Here Module and this Assignment)

Actions/Deliverables for this assignment:
· Read as per above
· Research what you read and other policies on plagiarism
· Respond to this assignment within the file (leaving all questions and formatting intact)
· Deliverable: Upload your response using the assignment tool in D2L
· Deliverable: Make entries on the Module Discussion


Q1) (20 Points) Read through the syllabus in the Start Here Module.  
· What questions do you have?   
· What are the goals of this course?  
· How do they align with your career goals? To show this, complete the columns of the following alignment table where you first put your top two career goals in the column headings and then put in how the IT6423 course objectives line up with those goals in the appropriate roles.  A couple of examples are included that you can use, edit or discard. 

	IT6423 Course Outcome
	Contribution to <My Career Goal 1>
	Contribution to <My Career Goal 2>

	Define and discuss major concepts, tools, techniques, and methods important to managing organizations and acquiring and integration of their information technology, including: assessing IT value, IT sourcing strategies, IT systems acquisition life cycle, Requests for Proposal (RFP), business process modeling, vendor communications, vendor management and resolving challenges in IT system acquisition and integration

	Glossary of IT terms with corresponding plain English or user language
	Ensure all IT projects are clearly linked to business processes and creating value

	Recommend a particular IT sourcing strategy and IT systems acquisition lifecycle for a given situation that will align IT to support business processes and add value to the organization 
	
	Utilize best- practice methods for IT systems procurement and integration 

	Perform research and analysis in support of IT system acquisition and integration
 

	
	

	Apply and utilize a best-practice framework for IT system acquisition and integration, e.g., the CMMI-ACQ. 

	
	

	Create an IT Procurement Center of Competence CoC with assets such as an example RFP for an IT system procurement with supporting documents and resources
	Practice aligning IT system with business need
	


 



Q2) (20 Points) Review the class schedule spreadsheet to establish a plan to be successful in the class.  Note that there are four individual exercise assignments (A0 through A3) including this one. The exercises and any follow-up discussion need to be done in a timely fashion because they prepare for and feed into the final project IT Procurement Center of Competence and your Concept Paper as well.  You can maximize your chance for success by thoughtfully completing the exercises, the Final Project and the Concept Paper according to the due dates in the plan.

· Review your plan and comment on your confidence in being successful in this course.
· Use the spreadsheet to develop a plan with checkpoint milestones to use as a checklist. Download the spreadsheet, personalize it for your schedule and then upload the personalized version to the assignment folder. One way to personalize is to add your own schedule of milestones to meet the due dates. 
· You should plan for resilience in this course.  One part of a resilience plan is to keep a back-up copy or two of your work. Any work that you submit in D2L gives you one back up copy of what you submit. You can also back up to OneDrive, which comes with o365.kennesaw.edu (use your KSU email and password to log in).  You can keep a copy of all your course files on your computer also and set OneDrive to automatically back up. A good practice is to develop a standardized file-folder (directory) structure for all the course materials and assignments.  For example, you can use the structure of the D2L content:
· IT6423 Folder
· Start Here LM Folder
· Student Support Folder
· Rubrics Folder
· LM0 Introductions and Working Professionally Folder
· Downloads Folder for LM0
· Assignment A0 Folder
· Discussion Postings Folder for LM0, e.g., your BLOG
· LM1 etc. Folders and sub folders
· … 
· Once you have decided on your resilience and back-up approach, please describe it here. 
· What questions and comments do you have?  

Q3) (10 Points) Review the D2L assignment due dates for the course.  You will be using the assignment folders, learning modules, discussion and email mostly.  
· What questions and comments do you have about D2L? 
· Review the incremental assignment folders and discussion tool for the Final Project Package and answer the following questions:
· What is the due date for the Final Project Team Formation?
· What is the due date for the Final Project Milestones?
· What is the due date for the Final Project Outline/Draft Checkpoint?
· What is the due date for the Final Project Submission?
· Review the incremental assignment folders discussion tool for the Concept Paper and answer the following questions:
· What is the due date for the Concept Paper Idea?
· What is the due date for the Concept Paper Checkpoint/Outline?
· What is the due date for the Concept Paper Draft?
· What is the due date for the Concept Paper Final Submission?

Q4) (10 Points) Review the classlist roster in D2L.  Locate classmates you know and can work with.  Contact them by D2L email.  
· According to the syllabus, which assignments can/will you work in teams? 
· After reviewing the classlist roster in D2L, which of the following statements best summarizes your findings:
· I do not know anyone else in the class
· I know at least one other person in the class, but not as teammates.
· I know at least one other person in the class, and we have been teammates.
· Since you can choose your own teammates, what comments do you have?

Q5) (10 Points) Rich Halstead-Nussloch’s Policy on Plagiarism (also in the Start Here Module)
Unfortunately, plagiarism has become more prevalent in all of society, including the university.  Therefore, effective this term, I will be applying plagiarism tests to everything that you submit.  The test will utilize available search techniques to determine whether what you submit is your work. If I determine that you have plagiarized, your assignment grade will be penalized according to the following guidelines:

	Your Plagiarism
	Rich H-N's Response

	You buy work and claim it is your own.

	Work with the administration to get you expelled from KSU.

	You accept or use work from another and claim it is your own.
	Work with the administration to fail you in my course.

	You download or scrape work from the web and claim it is your own.
	Work with the administration to fail you in my course.

	You accept or use work from another and do not adequately cite or acknowledge.
	Award a zero on that assignment.


	You download or scrape work from the web and do not adequately cite references.
	Award a zero on that assignment.


	You do not perform adequately in supporting a team effort in a class assignment.
	Award a lower grade down to a zero on that assignment.




In many cases where I identify the possibility of plagiarism, I will try to work with you to remedy the situation in a positive fashion.  For example, my second chance assignment submission might be used to re-submit an assignment after having included proper citations, etc.

For this question, please do the following:
 
· Review my policy.
· Compare it to other professor’s policies at KSU and other universities too.
· Your comments on Rich H-N’s policy:
· Do a web search on reference citation methods for the ACM [3], APA [2] and MLA [1].  Comment on the commonalties and differences here.  Choose one for your use in this course and describe here which one and why you chose it.  Then USE THAT METHOD OF CITING REFERENCES IN THE REMAINDER OF THE COURSE.


Q6) (10 Points) Instead of a textbook, we will use materials available on the web, from the KSU Library, etc., which are extra cost-free.  Unlike a textbook that has a linear flow, you will need to establish your own “flow” of the materials under the guidance of the instructor and the flow of the learning modules in the course.  You will also need to pay attention to the copyright and restrictions placed on the materials by the owner/provider of the materials. 
For example, some of the materials come from EDUCAUSE, which is a “nonprofit association whose mission is to advance higher education through the use of information technology” [4]. Since KSU is a member of EDUCAUSE and the EDUCAUSE mission statement aligns well with the purpose and goals of this course and the MSIT (simply put, to me a primary goal of the MSIT is to advance a business through the use of information technology), using their resources is a good choice. The EDUCAUSE materials are protected by copyright and the EDUCAUSE Web Page on Copyright [5] states: 
“In general, permission to copy or disseminate EDUCAUSE materials, either print or electronic, is granted if the following conditions are met:
· Copies are not made or distributed for commercial advantage.
· The EDUCAUSE copyright and its date appear on the reproduced materials.
· Notice is given that copying is by permission of EDUCAUSE.”
Along with EDUCAUSE being a long-standing, trustable source of information and knowledge about IT, these terms make EDUCAUSE an ideal “go-to” source of information for IT6423. Two additional advantages are that we are using IT heavily in the MSIT at KSU (so we can observe directly what EDUCAUSE materials discuss) and the direct transferability of IT capability and knowledge from the education (business) sector to many other business (e.g., finance, healthcare, logistics, etc.) sectors. 

We will use other materials provided additional-cost-free (you pay for them with tuition, fees, taxes, etc.) to you by other means and organizations with potentially widely different access conditions, terms-of-use (for EDUCAUSE see [6]) and restrictions. For example, the KSU Library’s subscription to the ACM Digital Library [7] and IEEE Xplore [8] databases can be used by you as a student from the KSU Library Website [9], which is also linked from the D2L Landing Web Page. If you access either the ACM or IEEE databases with your KSU login from the KSU Library Website, you can have general access, cost-free with restrictions on use.  Consult the library or the database for those restrictions.  In general, the materials accessed using this means should only be used for your KSU courses.       
 
· Do you think you will be able to construct an adequate “flow” of the course without a textbook in exchange for their being provided cost-free?
· Do you think the materials will contribute to your success in this course?
· Are you willing to support and fulfill any terms-of-use or restrictions placed on the materials by the library, owner or copyright holder?
· Do you have questions or comments about the materials or this approach?

Q7) (10 Points) Review the Communication Guidelines for this course.
· What questions do you have?
· Do these guidelines seem reasonable and helpful for interacting together professionally, especially on a team?
· What other guidelines do you think we should use in our online communications and in working together on a team?


Q8) (10 Points) Discussion Lab Exercise Question:
· Plagiarism part:
· Create an example of plagiarism (hint: scrape something off the web without attribution or citation).  
· Describe why it is plagiarism.  
· Fix it so that it is no longer plagiarism and describe how that eliminates the plagiarism. Make sure to use your chosen method of reference citations from the previous question.
· Copy your example of plagiarism and fix and also make comments on the discussion for this assignment.
· Teamwork part:
· Describe your ideal team mate for this course (do not use any names)
· Describe your dreaded team mate for this course (do not use any names)
· Introduction part:
· Go to the discussion area for BLOGS
· Create your BLOG and introduce yourself and include your goals for this course, potentially using the alignment table from Q1.


Sources and works used in completing this exercise:
1. Purdue Online Writing Lab on MLA Citations (retrieved January 7, 2022) https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_formatting_and_style_guide.html   
2. Purdue Online Writing Lab on APA Citations (retrieved January 7, 2022) https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_style_introduction.html 
3. An ACM approach to reference citations. (retrieved January 7, 2022) https://www.acm.org/publications/authors/reference-formatting 
4. About EDUCAUSE>Mission and Organization. (retrieved January 7, 2022) https://www.educause.edu/about/mission-and-organization 
5. EDUCAUSE Web Page on Copyright. (retrieved January 7, 2022) https://www.educause.edu/copyright
6. EDUCAUSE Web Page on Terms of Use (retrieved January 7, 2022) https://www.educause.edu/terms-of-use 
7. The ACM Digital Library. (retrieved January 7, 2022) https://dl.acm.org/ 
8. The IEEE Explore Library. (retrieved January 7, 2022). https://ieeexplore.ieee.org/Xplore/home.jsp 
9. The KSU Library Web Page. (retrieved January 7, 2022) http://library.kennesaw.edu/ 

(Please add your references. You must list at least one and use the method-ACM, APA or MLA-chosen at the beginning of the term.)
Please complete the following:
___ I did not use any method of citation (maximum B on the assignment).
___ I used the ACM approach and have cited my references as I went in the text and also listed them at the end. 
___ I used the APA approach and have cited my references as I went in the text and also listed them at the end.
___ I used the MLA approach and have cited my references as I went in the text and also listed them at the end.

Acknowledgements of people and discussions used in completing this exercise:




